DSG
Newsletter Term 2 #4 12 June 2020
Lockdown Day 76

“it is my prayer that this will take us further on our journey towards
a better DSG, where every individual experiences compassion and
connection, and has the courage to show themselves, and embrace
others, just as they are.” Jannie de Villiers
Dear DSG parents, friends and alumnae community

The Monastery - (The DSG’s outdoor education centre)

W

e are living through a year in which a week has
become a very long time. When I reflect on the
past two weeks, since my last letter, I am astonished at
what has transpired in fourteen days.

T

he world keeps transforming at an unprecedented
rate because of a virus, but maybe more so because
of the way in which humanity chose to respond to the
virus. The only thing that has spread faster than the
Coronavirus, is the fear and anxiety that it generates,
as we try desperately to stumble out of its way. The
strategy that was followed by most nations in the world,
including our own, has stunted the global economy at
a rate and a scale that has only been rivaled in history

by the two world wars. The world economy has been
in a state of freefall since March, and the devastation
this has brought about is incalculable. Millions of jobs
have been lost, and countless businesses have suffered
irrecoverable setbacks, which meant permanent
closure for many. Undoubtably, in some countries,
the eventual record will show that the loss, death
and suffering caused by the economic impact of the
pandemic, will outweigh the health toll of COVID-19.

E

ducation worldwide has suffered major disruption
too. For some institutions, such as DSG, this
disruption has had a silver lining, thanks to our ability
to convert to online schooling with relative ease and
efficiency, albeit much hard work. Not only could
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learning continue for our pupils, but teachers also
found themselves on a very steep learning curve.
After two months on this trajectory, we have in place a
schooling model that is vastly different to what it was.
The new model is agile, adaptable and custom made
to simultaneously provide quality education online,
and on our campus. However, the education of the
overwhelming majority in public schools, ground to a
halt in March. For them, the 2020 academic year is
still balanced on a knife’s edge, as the DBE is attempts
to return nearly 13 million learners, and hundreds of
thousands of teachers to school safely.

lawns next to the fountain, while chatting and laughing
together. It filled my heart with hope, as I knew that
these same girls got together yesterday as a grade
group, to share with each other, their most vulnerable
lived experiences at DSG. It was a process of healing;
for some it was it was because they were afforded the
opportunity to share openly with vulnerability; for
others, because they were listened to, deeply and with
humility.

Confronting Hatred

O

n Sunday, the matrics descended onto campus in
a burst of colour, as each of them arrived with a
uniquely patterned face mask! It was a heartwarming
and heartbreaking sight at the same time. The girls
were so genuinely happy and excited to see each other
again (the heartwarming part) but their smiles were
hidden, and they had to restrain themselves from
instinctively hugging each other – heartbreaking! It
was as if the lifeblood of the school slowly started
flowing into its veins again and started thawing DSG
back to life. There is laughter again in the Junior School
corridors and I experienced the joy again of madly
waving hands and a pair of pigtails shouting across
campus, ‘Hello Sir!’

How beatuiful would it be
if we lived in a place
where everyone called
hatred by its full name,
tapped it on the shoulder,
looked into its eyes
without shaking

T

he death of George Floyd and the global
#Blacklivesmatter demonstrations has sparked
much discussion, demonstration and protest around
the world, and in our own school community. We
are seeing that our former and current pupils, staff
and parents are boldly confronting issues with the
accounts of their lived and witnessed experiences
of deeply scarring racist actions and words – some
overtly and others innately inflicted. Although DSG has
been working very intentionally, especially in recent
years, to eradicate racist attitudes and behaviours,
the work of continuous introspection, education and
transformation, deep listening and courageous action
is always a work in progress.

A

t the heart of this work should be the core values of
compassion, empathy, kindness, fairness, respect
and ultimately love. Over the last few days, I have read
many accounts by DSG Old Girls, who experienced
exactly the opposite during their school days, which
has made me feel sick to my stomach. I then went
for a walk across campus where I passed several small
groups of matrics, bathing in the winter sun on the

and said, “you cannot
live here anymore.”
Rudy Francisco

B

rene Brown says that such conversations bring
about change and healing when they are done
with courage, connection and compassion. In the
week ahead, many more discussions will be taking
place, and it is my prayer that this will take us further
on our journey towards a better DSG, where every
individual experiences compassion and connection
and has the courage to show themselves, and embrace
others, just as they are.
En Avant!
Jannie de Villiers
DSG Head of School
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Reflections from Rev
The DSG held a corporate virtual prayer the Sunday before Half Term. In attendance was the
Bishop of Grahamstown Diocese, the Right Revd.
Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali, members of DSG Council, DSG Head of School, senior management,
academic and support staff, members of the DSG
Guild, parents and current pupils. The technology we now have at our disposal, enabled people
from all over the world to take part in the prayer
via Zoom, and a wonderful family connection
was evident in that space.
We felt the need to call for this corporate prayer,
to pray for the prevailing situation as a family knowing that we serve an all-powerful, all knowing and all present God, we can entrust him with
anything. The need for prayer never ends, and
more so during such a time as this. And so, we
shall be having more of these virtual corporate
prayers once we have got all the girls back at
school. This will allow parents the opportunity to
continue to pray together with their daughters,
as well as the school at large. Please watch this
space for more details.
One of our parents, Franci Ellis, has initiated and
started a group for parents to pray for our school
and this is what she wrote:
We are excited to have started a DSG Parents
Prayer Group called Parents who Pray. Now more
than ever, we want to partner with others as they
pray for our DSG community. No matter how far
away we are from our girls and their school, our
prayers are powerful.
Please contact Franci Ellis (083 611 5859) or Rev
Rachel (r.ssekimpi@dsgschool.com) to join our
WhatsApp group.

The grade 7s and 12s have had a successful week
since returning to school, albeit to a ‘new normal’. The girls have bravely embraced the changes and have been helpful in pointing out areas
that need tweaking. By the time we get the last
group of girls back, the system should be more
user friendly.
During Chapel this week, we were reminded of
the many good things that this virus has brought
to the surface, such as the way our lives were
forced to slow down, affording time for families
to connect more; nature is rejoicing as there has
been far less pollution and animals have seen
more freedom to move around. There’s so much
to be thankful for and I want to echo the words
of the Psalmist who gives thanks to God saying:

“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts
with praise; give thanks to him and praise
his name. For the Lord is good and his love
endures forever; his faithfulness continues
through all generations.” Psalm 100: 1, 4-5.
Think about the many good things that your family is grateful for lately and give God all the glory.
May you continue to live under God’s protection
and love.
Many blessings!
Rev Rachel
Rev Rachel welcoming
the Grade 12s back to
school in Chapel.

Wama Polo participating in corporate prayer
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Back together again at last!
A warm welcome to our Grade 12s

Left to right:
		

Our Headgirl, Oyama Mzayidume with her family and our Deputy Headgirl, Charlotte Abraham
		

Girls having their health checks with the San Sister, by having their temperature taken daily. Staff and girls also will have
the use of an app especially created for DSG to monitor risk and symptoms.
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Left to right: One of our San Sisters reporting for duty
		
Sarah Charles
		
House Director and the Deputy Housemistress of
		 Espin
		
Sihle Bhangaza
		
Olivia de Kock - First girl back on campus
		
Libo Ngwenya
		
Babette Swart
		
Phila Tshangatshanga
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Left to right:
Landon Crowther and family
Tyra Kelly and family
Chloe Lindsay
Taryn Glew
Daniella Benjamin (sporting the most
new age mask on the market!)
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Life in Lockdown...
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Sport with a difference

Michaela Blaine on the piano (JNR)
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KDAY

[kay-dey] noun
1. “Imagine the most electric, lively atmosphere,
with lots of people cheering and supporting…
that’s KDay.”
2. “A week long crazy festival, that includes a concert, debating and an action packed couple of days
of sport. The atomosphere is second to none!”
3. “A packed sports festival in which pupils and
former pupils can bond, sing, dance, catch up and
above all, play some good sport.”

What KDay means
to our GIRLS IN GREEN...

G
SG
DO
D
O
GGS

“K-day is one of the most exciting days in the school calendar. Thousands of people flock to
Grahamstown to gather together to enjoy the spirit of competitive sports. It is an all-round amazing day that
everyone should love and remember.”

“The most important fixture of our sporting year, as well as the most fun. Excitement and gees like no other.”
“It is a great show of spirit and friendly competition.”
“I would describe KDay as a huge event where DSG and SAC play sports against KC. It is a whole week
		
of hype, positive energy, fun and competition. A lot of people come from all over the country to
		
come and support and you also make new friends or see distant friends. It’s literally the
highlight of the year for most people, it’s just sooo much fun honestly. Yoh!”
O DSG
G		
“The vibe is amazing. It brings energy into your body and gives you shivers. It is the best feeling watching your role models play their sport. Everyone is happy and cheerful.”
		
“The vibe changes throughout the day. When you wake up, there is a lot of excitement and
			
happiness, you feel quite anxious for the 1st team girls that you’ll be watching
GG
S
D
S
			
later.
You feel nervous if you’re playing in the KDay Concert later that day or ami		
D
GGO
O
		
cable because you will be able to visit Kingswood. All in all, the vibes in the school are
G
			
DS astronomical!”
		
		
		
		

GO

“The vibe and atmosphere is indescribable. Joy and excitement is evident on everyone’s
face. The nerves are quite something, as the gaps between the hockey and netball scores
tighten. You can hear excitement in everyone’s voices as we cheer and support our Girls in
Green.”
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“ KDay is loud, thrilling, exciting, unexpected and filled with cheer, friendship and big smiles from ear to ear.
It’s honestly indescribable, it’s a one of a kind feeling.”
“It’s wild. You get pumped for absolutely anything that has to do with your school and your friends, it’s a great
experience for literally everyone.”
“Wild and fun, there is so much excitement leading up to the day that it feels surreal.”
“There is not one thing I love about KDay, I love EVERY SINGLE THING.”
“It is an opportunity to play your hearts out, leave everything on the field and enjoy being with your team!”
“KDay is something you work and train towards the whole season, it is the most important and thrilling match of
the season. This is when you have the most fight and perseverance.”
“It means a lot because even though we are playing against Kingswood, who we can play anytime, I love the
elevated support from my friends and family. It’s nice to know that they want to be there and not only because
they must. I also find it more exhilarating to play in front of so many people.”
“I don’t play either hockey or netball! But I was so excited to play the ‘dream team’ netball that the matrics play
against Kingswood each year, the game is for those of us who are serious amateurs.”
“You feel more unified as a school on that day more than any other, the love just comes in huge waves. It is
incredible, the school spirit gives you such a rush of adrenaline.”

TOP 5 FAVOURITE KDAY MOMENTS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

THE GEES
THE VIBE
THE FOXY AND SPELLS
FOOD TRUCKS
WATCHING THE FIRST TEAM GAMES

FLASHBACK... KDAY 2010!

KDAY 2019!
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Let us
celebrate
K-DAY 2020
by making it
count!
four schools - one goal

UNITED

Saturday 13 June 08h00-16h00
UNITED

All boys and girls, staff and their families are invited to join us this Saturday,
to celebrate what would have been K-Day 2020. Don your running shoes or
climb on your bike and go the distance, every kilometer counts! You have
8 hours in which to clock up your mileage – St Andrew’s College, Prep, The
DSG and Kingswood College hope that together, we can go on a virtual
trip around the world and cover at least 40 000km. We encourage you to
challenge each other, dress up in your respective supporter’s gear and share
your pics with us.
For more information and to follow the event on any of the schools’ Facebook pages:
https://bit.ly/K-Day2020

#KDay2020
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Cambridge International A Levels information webinar
Information session for
Grade 10 pupils and their
parents
Date: 18 June 2020
Time: 17h00 - 18h00
(SA time)
Zoom webinar link
Please note that this A levels talk will also be
recorded and the link made available.

We will be hosting a webinar for the current Grade 10s and their
parents to find out more about the Cambridge International A Levels stream that we offer for Grades 11 and 12. There will be a short
presentation about the A Level stream and how it works, followed
by time for questions and answers. Attendance is strongly encouraged if this is of interest to you and your child, or if you would just
like to find out more about it.
All Grade 10 pupils and parents will receive comprehensive information on the Cambridge A Levels stream by email this week, as
well as a link to a short survey on interest in the Cambridge A Levels
stream for 2021. Please look through the information sent, discuss
the possibility of your child changing to the A Levels stream with
them, and complete the survey.
Graham Creese (Head of A Levels)

DSG and St Andrew’s College will
be hosting a Zoom information
session for all Grade 9s and their
parents, to find out more about
the subject choice offering in
Grade 10.

‘'Difficult
roads
often lead
to
beautiful
destinations.’

Subject choice Zoom session

Date: 16 June 2020
Time: 17h00
Zoom Meeting ID: 95948014287
Please note that the session will
be recorded - the link will be
made available shortly thereafter.
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OPEN CONCERT - this

is me!

(More) history was made last night with the premiere of our first online Senior Open Concert! It was a feast of
talent, quality and variety. We had classical, romantic, rock, pop and contemporary!
There are of course pros and cons to an online concert. The pros are, you can eat, drink and make comments
during the performances! The cons are, the kids don’t know who has come to “support” them, hear the positive
feedback and warm applause.
Salomie Rocher
Teacher - Music School

This is Me - performed by the orchestra

Asive Ngcebetsha

Megan Barrow - The Pirate
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Morgan Herring

Cornelia Rocher

Open the
Sora app

Check out an
audiobook
Find an author
you’ve never read
Recommend a
book to a friend

Earn the Highlight
Reel achievement

Check out book 1
of a new series
Check out
an ebook

Define
a word while
reading an ebook

Read for
15 minutes

"Email: c.nyama@dsgschool.com completed flyers in the library by 29th June for a chance to win the "Librarian's surprise" prize!"

soraapp.com
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THE CLASS OF 2010

THE FIFA WORLD CUP TAKES PLACE IN SOUTH AFRICA * THE HAITI AND CHILE EARTHQUAKES* EYJAFJALLAJOKULL IN ICELAND ERUPTS *
TRAPPED CHILEAN MINERS ARE RESCUED* ICONIC MOVIES RELEASED -THE BLIND SIDE, PRECIOUS, AVATAR AND THE SOCIAL NETWORK
* TOP OF THE CHARTS - KESHA, LADY ANTEBELLUM, USHER, TAIO CRUS, RHIANA, LADY GAGA* X-FACTOR PRODUCES ITS MOST SUCCESSFUL GROUP OF ALL TIME - ONE DIRECTION * THE INVENTION OF GOOGLE’S DRIVERLESS CAR * THE INTRODUCTION OF THE IPAD
*THE CREATION OF THE FIRST SYNTHETIC CELL * FLASHMOBS BECOME A THING * LADY GAGA WEARS A DRESS MADE OUT OF MEAT TO
THE VMAS * RAFAEL NDAL AND SERENA WILLIAMS WIN WIMBLEDON

Good times - Great memories
Owing to the devastating effects of the Coronavirus,
KDAY has been cancelled this year. Unfortunately, as
a result of this, the class of 2010 has had to push
their reunion out by a year.

We were so looking forward to see this group of
young ladies, and were delighted to receive correspondence from some of the Class of 2010 earlier
this week. We thank you for the memories and photographs that you kindly shared with us.
We believe the reunion will be happening via Zoom
this weekend, we wish you all a wonderful catch up
with old friends! See you all in 2021.
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Fondest memories...

“My fondest memory is living with my best friends
24/7 and all the fun we would have to-gether.”
Kelly Rautenbach
“Coming back from holidays and everyone hugging
and just so happy to be back.” Joy Adonis
“Just small things. Dressing up in Merrimanite gear
and heading down to the interhouse gala, lying on
the lawn before afternoon class, moving those blue
trunks into the common room for holidays, outdoor
Ed trips.” Kate MacRae (née Eriksen)
“K-day, balloon week, music tours and our matric
dance - I have too many fond memories to name just
one.” Hayley Jackson
“Interhouse music.” Caitlyn Mullins
“Getting to take my house mom (Mrs Long) to the
leavers dinner - my mom couldn’t make it, but having
my school mom there was awesome!” Lucy Rowley
(née Johnson)
“Activities such as interhouse music, music tours, and
the musical production in 2006 that was held at the
monument and I played cello in the orchestra.”
Jess Drewett
“Dining room jams after waterpolo practice.”
Josephine Benecke

The funnies

“Asking Mr Bouwer about fishing trips to The Shack
because no one had the energy for a Friday after
lunch Afrikaans lesson. Worked every time.” Hayley
Jackson
“I can’t remeber who did it, but one funny memory
I have is that some guys from collage moved one of
the teachers cars onto Upper field.” Nicola (née Kannegiesser) Odendaal
‘When my bed was literally moved onto Matric lawn
during Afrikaans (it wasn’t funny at the time but it is
now).” Kristen Breero
“Falling in rush right in front of the boys’ dining hall
and not dropping a single thing including my just
peeled naartjie.” Joy Adonis
“A time in chapel when one student tied another
student’s girdle to a pew.” Jess Drewett
“Trying to jump at the same time as the rest of
school during war cries and always missing the beat.”
Josephine Benecke
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Food Glorious Food
“Worst meal - St Paddy’s Day they would serve us
green dyed eggs.”
Kelly Rautenbach

“I never liked eating in the dining hall because everyone always ate so fast, and I’d be stuck still eating by
myself.” Joy Adonis

12 June 2020

BEST FRIENDS are the
people in your life that make
you LAUGH a little harder
and your SMILE
so much BRIGHTER!

“Friday morning Croissants were banging. Rock Cookies - love/hate relationship. They were great to eat
but could break a tooth in the process.” Kate MacRae (née Eriksen)
“I remember how everyone rushed to the dining hall
when chips were on the menu - they would run out
quickly. Cheese sandwiches were also very popular.”
Jess Drewett
“My absolute worst was boiled chicken and potato
and my favourite was the cheese sandwiches”
Caitlyn Mullins
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Lifting a community through
challenging times
DSG in partnership with LIV Lukhanyiso, St Andrew’s College and Mr Grocery Delivery, continue to feed the less fortunate and more vulnerable members of our community, thanks to
your invaluable contribution.
We have delivered 912 food parcels to date,
with a goal to continue to providing for this community through this incredibly challenging time.
Should you wish to get involved and make a
contribution, please find all the information you
require on the following page.
Every rand counts, together - anything is possible!

Lucy Pringle
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Home of Joy’s Ma Margaret turns 70!
DSG girls have been visiting Home of Joy for years
- maybe even decades, and today was the founder,
Ma Margaret’s, 70th birthday! Margaret has run
this very special place for almost 30 years, she has
made a loving, safe home for 30 orphaned and
vulnerable children. Lara Kruiskamp, who heads
the school’s community engagement says “Ma
Gogo (as she is affectionately known) is really an
angel on earth and the most incredible woman!”
Five DSG girls made very special cakes with so
Deetlefs
volunteering at the SPCA in Tanzania
much love for Gogo and theCasey
children
to celebrate!
Lara delivered them yesterday and Margaret was so overwhelmed and grateful! She said
they are all missing the DSG girls so much.

!
W
O
W

Rhodes University Mathematics
Experience Amendment
In the 21st of February 2020 newsletter, we reported the results of
the Rhodes University Mathematics Experience. Taking part were
pupils from 25 school from the
Makana district and Port Elizabeth.
Upon reviewal of scores, Sesihle
Mrara, has been awarded a R300
voucher for placing 2nd in her age
group. We are delighted to have
such a talented mathematician
in our midst. Well done, Sesihle!

Sesihle - a mathematics
superstar
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Top: Margaret with
her cake made by
Kelby Barker ,
below L-R: Margaret
with her ‘children’,
Erin Powers (grd 10),
Kirsten White (grd 8),
below R: Erin Little
(grd 11)
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TWO GOLD
AWARDS FOR
DSG!
We are delighted to announce that Lucy
Ter Morshuizen and Mikayla Eksteen have
been awarded Gold for The President’s
Award.
Both girls have completed over 72
hours of community service, acquired
a skill, shown commitment to a sport,
gone on an adventurous journey and
been involved in a residential project.

Casey Deetlefs volunteering at the SPCA in Tanzania

We are extremely proud of both Lucy
and Mikayla on their very well deserved
award!
We asked the girls what they would like to
share about their experience...
Lucy:
“I have met some of the most interesting
people through my journey. This experience has opened my eyes to some of the
amazing and terrible things happening in
our world and community today. I have
also been extended, physically, emotionally and mentally through this programme.
It has also been wonderful to see how
you and your actions can make such a big
difference! It is a great programme and I
would encourage all young people to start
it. “
Mikayla:
“I would highly recommend it (The Award
Programme) to other young people! It is
for everyone; individuals can rise to the
challenge in different ways and make it
their own. It is a challenge and teaches
you to have determination, perseverance
and commitment, which are very important qualities for a well-rounded life.”

Left to right:
The most gorgeous bundle in Amy
Fowlds knitting.
Posters created by Josie Apps for
local schools short of resources.
Wendy-Mae Turner with her
beautiful handy work!

Small actions make a
BIG difference!
We all have a role to
play.
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