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Flying the SA flag high in solidarity, as requested by our President.

Dear Parents, girls and friends

T

of our sense of control and freedom, which makes it
harder to keep up the facade that we want the world
to see. In addition to this, we are being forced to stop
rushing and drop our “busy-ness trophy” that we tend
to carry around with us.

T

D

he President’s announcement of the lockdown has
set off a nationwide gear shift and this was also
apparent on the DSG campus. All within a three-day
time frame, staff had to get prepared for ‘off-campus’
online teaching, while also finishing reports and
getting their own families settled. As I looked on, I
thought how we usually refer to the calm before the
storm, but this is more like the storm before the calm!
he whole world is understandably preoccupied
with the intensifying global crisis that we are
currently facing and life on earth seems, and indeed is,
quite chaotic! But amidst this chaos, I also hear more
and more people asking; ‘Who are we? What matters
most? Where are we going?’ We are being stripped

uring the lockdown, there is nowhere to go,
much less to do, and we are inevitably going to
bump into the person that we often avoid or give
the least time to – ourselves. For some people this
is a daunting prospect, as we do not like looking
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into the mirror. Caroline McHugh, founder of the
company Idology, is dedicated to helping individuals
and organisations become fully, original versions of
themselves. She states that, when we look in the
mirror (literally or figuratively), we tend to look for
reassurance – are we good enough, handsome or
beautiful enough, are we making a good enough
impression? She suggests that we start looking at
ourselves, not to find reassurance, but rather to seek
a revelation about ourselves. She recommends this,
not to promote narcissism, but because she believes
that social reformation – that which we currently
sense is needed in the world – starts with the
individual’s ability to know and be themselves.

Ask a group of four-year old girls who among them is
good at drawing and they shout out, “Me!”. Ask the
same group the same question at age nine and they
all point to the same girl – “Her!”.

O

n the other hand, when you get to that stage
in your life where you realise there are more
summers behind you than there are in front of you,
everything intensifies. You become more honest; you
become less compromising. You say, ‘I don’t want the
spinach; I’m not going to eat it. I don’t like jazz, so
you can shut that noise off and, while I’m at it, I don’t
like you!’ We call these older people eccentric, while
they are in fact being authentic.

T

he concluding thought from McHugh is that really
knowing yourself, is not straight forward. There
are at least three versions of yourself to know: How
others see you (over which you have little control),
how you think others see you and how you see you.
The challenge is to spend time reflecting on the latter
and comparing this with the you of your dreams.
Then, to start a journey back to yourself, especially if
that person seems a little lost.

W

I

W

“

e tend to be obsessed with comparing ourselves
to others. The huge growth of social media
over the past fifteen years has largely been fueled
by this human obsession. McHugh says, when we
find out who we really are, we will discover that the
one thing we have in common with other people, is
that we have nothing in common – we are unique! “I
think that we all come complete with one true note
we were destined to sing, and remarkable individuals
are people that have managed to figure that out. It
doesn’t dictate your choice of job; what it dictates is
how you do it.”
hen it comes to being yourself, at the minute of
your birth, you were given a life sentence. You
don’t know how long you have; one person may have
ninety years and the next one thirty-nine. We have
no idea how long we have. It is true that where and
when you were born and to whom you were born
has a certain influence on how you become who you
become. If you are born in Switzerland, chances are
you have a long time to figure this out. If you’re born
in Zimbabwe, you have significantly less time.

M

cHugh advises that we should not think about
what our life expectancy is, but rather about
what we expect from life, and what life expects from
us. The two stages in life when we are fantastic at
being ourselves, is when we are a small child and
when we are old. In-between, we lose this ability.

hope that, during the national lockdown, we will
manage to spend some of the precious time, that we
usually do not have, getting to know ourselves. Sadly,
our real selves, and those closest to us, often play
second fiddle while we are out there, every day, busy
keeping up the façade of the other self that we have
constructed for the world. Who knows, we might
emerge from this dark time in our world with new
perspective on who we are, what really matters and
where we want to go…

I think that we all come
complete with one true note
we were destined to sing, and
remarkable individuals are
people that have managed
to figure that out. It doesn’t
dictate your choice of job; what
it dictates is how you do it.”
Caroline McHugh

En Avant!
Jannie de Villiers
Head of School
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Reflections from Rev

Easter comes early for the
Home of Joy
One of the interact club’s initiatives this year, was
to have an Easter egg hunt at one of the children’s
homes we serve. The girls were well underway
with their Easter egg collection however, owing to
the current circumstances, an Easter Egg hunt was
not to be. Instead the Easter eggs were delivered to
Home of Joy earlier this week, to a group of thirty
very excited children, who now despite the lockdown, look forward to a wonderful Easter!
Thank you to Lara Kruiskamp, Kelby Barker and the
interact team for always spreading love and joy to
those who need it most!

I have been encouraged by the number of prayers and scriptures circulating on social media lately. Many people have
been inclined to praying and some use scriptures to comfort
each other. There has been immeasurable amount of solidarity and shared concern shown by many people. This is pleasing
in God’s sight, and should be encouraged and continue beyond
the COVID-19 period.
This is a time of great concern and uncertainty, but not hopeless. We should find alternative ways of staying in touch with
each other, and make sure that our loved ones are safe. This
will help ease some fear and stress that may come with the
21-day lockdown.
I am reminded of the story of Noah. God asked him to build
the ark for himself, his family members and pairs of every kind
of creature, whilst the other creatures perished. The creatures
that entered the ark were saved from destruction. This is quite
like our situation now. It is important that each of us remains
indoors. This is not the time to hang out at the malls or invite a
friend home for coffee.
William Bradbury’s hymn says, “My hope is built on nothing else than Jesus’ blood and righteousness... On Christ the
solid rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand”. We too are
hopeful, because we know that God is in control even now.
I want to leave you Romans 15:13 as our prayer: “May God,
the source of Hope, fill you with all joy and peace by means
of your faith in him, so that your hope will continue to grow
through the power of the Holy Spirit”
And, may the amazing Grace of our Master, Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the friendship of the Holy Spirit, be with
you and remain with you always!
Amen.
Rev Rachel

NOAH’S ARK - A Family in Lockdown

“When you can’t control what’s
happening,
challenge yourself to control the way
you respond to what’s happening.
That’s where your power is!”
Anon.

40 days, 40 nights in the Ark, Noah’s family was confined in a
boat. There were no windows, no balconies, no terraces, no internet, no phone, no TV, no YouTube, Facebook or Netflix. They
only heard the rain. They spent their time praying, loving each
other and caring for the animals. God the Father took care of
them as Noah was a man of faith and obeyed His word. Remember even though there is out there an ocean of viruses and life
seems like a stormy ride, our God is watching over us! Do not be
afraid! Be faithful to Him and wait patiently. The rain will stop
one day. A rainbow will shine and all will be well again.
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A Fond Farewell to Chris Hibbert
There are very few humans who have touched the lives of
so many. Chris has been running the DSG sports program
for the past six years. He has shared countless skills with
many girls, but more importantly, he has passed on life
lessons and given guidance to those who have been lucky
enough to walk across his path.
Chris is a passionate sportsman who understands long
term athletic development. His coaching philosophy is
holistic – it is educational, but also looks out for the wellbeing of the individual.
He wants to produce sportswoman who strive for
excellence as well as ignite a passion that inspires students
to continue playing sport for the rest of their lives. His
approach has led to the success of many athletes who have
been nurtured by him in his time at DSG. He has produced
national and provincial players in various disciplines, and
has been a mentor to many staff, especially those who
have got to know him in the sports office.

A member of the sports department says, “the DSG sports
department is a small intimate team of passionate people
driving the physical wellness of our girls. At the heart of it
all is Chris, his passion for sport and perfection pushes me
to grow and develop each day. The challenges we faced
and the obstacles we overcame together, allowed us to
form a friendship that is sincere and extends beyond our
working environment. I will miss the mid-morning coffee
breaks, the ‘eet-sum-mores’ and sweet treats left in the
kitchen, and I will definitely miss the roaring sounds of
your little red “Guz” as you park in front of the sports
office. Your new community is lucky to have you and we
are grateful for the legacy you have left behind.”
Nothing is too time consuming for Chris and if you watch
him closely, you will see him connecting with those around
campus, taking the time to have individual conversations
about sport and life. He brings a positive vibe to those
around him and has created a sporting environment that

is

current, competitive and filled with “gees”. This culture
rubs off on others and his intention is always to get the
best out of people, something he does with ease. There
is no doubt in my mind that Chris is just as excited as the
individual, when they achieve their sporting goals.
You could always find Chris on the astroturf, coaching
hockey players, from the age of 4 to 40.
Often he would dress in his goal keeper kit and could
be found deflecting shots from all corners of the “D” as
everyone tried desperately to get the ball past him; this
did not happen very often, however, when it did, he would
have a smile on his face and the words, “well done” would
echo across the park.

He brings a positive vibe
to those around him and
has created a sporting
environment that is current,
competitive and filled with
“gees”.
One of the things that I love to see every day at DSG is the
quote outside the sports office, a new one is put up each
morning but, it is the one inside the office by Dakota Sioux
that best describes Chris’ time at DSG, it reads; “We will
be known forever by the tracks we leave.” Chris has made
a significant impact at DSG and he is going to be sorely
missed by the DSG community. We wish Chris, Barbara,
Emma and Tyler, all the best on the new challenge that
awaits them in the UK.
En Avant.

Simon Holderness
Deputy Headmaster
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Thank you and good luck to our wonderful staff...
Lauren Drennan

Lauren has been part of the DSG family for many years. She is a DSG Old Girl (19982001) and has been employed as a Bursar’s assistant since 2010.
During her 10-year period of service, Lauren has displayed commitment, dedication and a genuine regard for her colleagues that will be sorely missed in the finance department.
We cannot thank Lauren enough for her integrity and dedication during her time
at DSG. We wish Lauren all the best as she leaves us to join the Kingswood family.
Penny York

Roy Hobson
It is with real sadness that we say goodbye to Roy Hobson (Head of IT for SAC, DSG and Prep) and

his wonderful family at the end of the term. Roy and his wife, Megan, have decided to relocate their
family to Germany.
Interestingly, Roy is a Kingswood College old boy, and undertook his undergraduate and post-graduate studies at Rhodes University. Until joining the SAC/DSG IT team at the beginning of 2014, Roy
spent 14 years outside of Grahamstown in the commercial business world, gaining multifunctional
business, management, programming and solution architect skills and experience.
Roy returned to Grahamstown to lead the joint SAC, DSG and Prep IT team and was tasked with rationalising, standard
ising and stabilising the IT environments across the three school campuses. He also prepared the IT infrastructure, server
room and software to support 21st century learning, inside and outside the classroom. Roy oversaw the installation of a
pervasive WiFi system across the campuses, the launching of many new classroom devices, as well as the introduction of
the likes of a CCTV camera system, the biometric systems and the new School Management System.
In his “non fuss” manner, Roy was able to safely navigate the choppy and challenging IT waters and has docked the
schools safely on the other side.
We are truly thankful for his contributions over the past 6 years. DSG, SAC and Prep are certainly in a better place because Roy was here!
We wish Roy and his family well in their new life in Germany, and all the success in their new endeavours.
David Jarvis

Melanie Webb
DSG is most grateful to Melanie Webb for returning to teach History for the term. Melanie is an “Honorary Old Girl” after teaching at DSG for more than 20 years. We will all
miss her kindness, empathy, subject knowledge and wisdom. Melanie will continue to
be part of the family of schools, teaching Extra English at St Andrews College, and using
her extensive library qualifications and experience in the St Andrews College library.
Margie McLeod
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Wesley Phillip
Wesley joined the schools’ IT team in 2013 as a Network Manager. Over the last six years, Wesley has designed and implemented an IT network that has seen
massive growth in every aspect - increases in number
of PCs and laptops, the rollout of the iPad programme,
mobile phone connections, addition of CCTV cameras,
new Wi-Fi infrastructure, and ten-fold internet bandwidth. As if that didn’t keep him busy enough, Wesley
took on more responsibility by growing into the IT
Systems Administrator role, responsible for the server
environment - this has seen the school transition to a
virtualised server environment, with the addition of
new applications and cloud-based services.
Such massive growth is not painless, especially since
most of the underlying engineering takes place while
the plane is still flying. Despite all these challenges,
Wesley has approached the job at hand willingly and
with inimitable energy, curiosity and a can-do attitude,
making him a pivotal member of the IT team.
It is important to acknowledge Wesley’s contribution beyond the school. He has served as the systems
administrator for the Albany Schools Network, which
has seen him assisting other local schools get connected and troubleshooting when their systems have
had glitches. Wesley has also been deeply involved
in our support of the Sifunda Kunye project, where
our IT team supports computer labs in 5 rural schools
around St Matthew’s Keiskammahoek. As well as serving these schools remotely, once a term Wesley took a
road-trip out to these schools to service the labs.
Wesley thrives on complexity. He can be counted on
to give one an in-depth masterclass on bitcoin, blockchain, crypto or even home solar power generation.
Fortunately, he will not be lost to Grahamstown as he
moves just across the road, to take up a position with
SAIAB.

We wish Wesley, his wife
Andrie and daughter Rebecca, every blessing in the
years ahead and thank him
for his sterling service to
our schools and the broader
school
community.
Roy Hobson

“We will be
known
forever
by the
tracks we
leave.”!!

Sharon Thomas

Sharon Thomas has been ‘momaway-from-home’ to the new Grade 8s for three years.
She has carried out her role with thoughtfulness, care and a wonderful sense of humour.
Sharon managed the day to day running of Manyano House, making sure that laundry,
cleaning and maintenance were well taken care of but, her most important task, was
to help the new Grade 8s settle in and learn the ropes. Ms Thomas has been a warm
and generous colleague and has been consistently patient and kind with the pupils. She
leaves us to join a similar school in a similar role, but much closer to family and friends.
We wish her much happiness and fulfilment in her new job. We will miss her and will
always be grateful for her service to Manyano House.
Kim Barker
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CONGRATULATIONS

to the following pupils for achieving
a President’s Award which celebrates
non-formal education and learning, through developing transferable
skills, increasing fitness levels
cultivating a sense of adventure and
volunteering in their community.
GOLD:

Ruth Fick (Grd 12)

SILVER: Leigh Saywood(Grd 12)		
12)		
BRONZE: Georgie Stewart (Grd 9)		
Tamara Jack (Grd 12)		
Derrin Bush (Grd 10)		
Megan Searl (Grd 10)		
Mia Babaya (Grd 9)		
Keira McNamara (Grd 9)		
Grace Rushmere (Grd 9)		
Meghan Thackwell (Grd 11)			
Leseli Headbush (Grd 9)		
Tyler Wratten (Grd 9)		
Anna Paterson (Grd 10)			
Rachel Stevenson (Grd 11)

The roses on campus in full bloom before lockdown.

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter

#21DaysLockdown| Day 1 		 27 March 2020

A night of strings
The second Senior Open Concert of the year was
held on Wednesday, the 11th March. This time,
the concert was dominated by the strings, and was
opened by an amazing performance by the string
orchestra. We also heard Fifi Mambinja on the cello,
Asive Ngcebetsha and Yolisa Ngcola playing a violin
duet, Camagu Mgwedli playing a piano solo, Cally
Still on the violin and Corneli Rocher on the viola.
Well done to all for a most enjoyable concert!
Belinda de Villiers
Director of Music
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A STAR IS BORN...

Tell us how your recordings came about?

Rogan
Question time with Megan
We are delighted to share with our DSG community,
Megan Rogan’s (Grade 9, Espin) beautiful recordings.
Megan’s soul stirring voice has a soothing and rich
quality that will give you goosebumps and brighten
your day. What an incredible talent!

Recording in a studio is something that I’ve been wanting to do
for a while now. And this was my birthday gift from my fa mily. I
a m so grateful that I have been given this opportunity, and that
I have been able to share my voice with everyone and (hopefully)
bring happiness.
Which artist/music are you most inspired by?

Ed Sheeran - I absolutely love his voice, but what I love most are his
lyrics. They are really inspiring, and I feel as if I can connect with wha
he is saying.
If you could collaborate with any famous artist who would it
be?

Adele - I feel as though we have similar voices and if we put our voices
together, it would create something beautiful, I really aspire for my voice to
get to the depths of hers.
What would be your big ‘audition’ song and why?

Rise Up by Andra Day - this is a song I’ve been singing since grade 4, it’s
song I’ve been practicing for many years and I know it very well.. The lyric
are so powerful and mean a lot to me.
What is favourite song right now?

Before you Go- by Lewis Capaldi
What is your big dream/future plans with your singing?

I’ve got no future plans necessarily- I just want to carry on singing and see
where it takes me !
CLICK ON THESE LINKS TO SEE MEGAN ROGAN PERFORMING:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cCOO1t_1MFw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQLHqEtkmJ0

A simple way to explain the spread of Covid-19 as read by Rachel van Vuuren in the staff assembly.

Smiling Is Infectious
by Spike Milligan

I thought about that smile,
then I realized its worth.
A single smile, just like mine
could travel round the earth.

I thought about that smile,
then I realized its worth.
A single smile, just like mine
could travel round the earth.

So, if you feel a smile begin,
don't leave it undetected.
Let's start an epidemic quick,
and get the world infected!

So, if you feel a smile begin,
don't leave it undetected.
Let's start an epidemic quick,
and get the world infected!
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A big thumbs-up to
distance learning!
Thank-you to you, the
parents, for
partnering with us in this
process, to make our
virtual classrooms
possible.
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PETER ZINGELA
A tribute

From humble beginnings, Peter has served DSG since 1985. He started in the
maintenance department at the age of 21 and, has been part of and born witness
to DSG’s growth and development for the last 35 years.
Today he serves in the important role of Assistant Transport Officer, using his acquired skills to facilitate the smooth running of the department.
He is a man of faith and calm demeanor. He is dedicated to his family and touched
the lives of many DSG girls, who have had the good fortune to know him during
their time at DSG.
I am proud to have Peter as a work colleague and friend.

Sean Bryan

Celebrating 35 years at The Diocesan School for Girls
I was born and bred in Grahamstown. During my high school
years, there were family complication that made it clear to
me, that I was not going to make it to tertiary level education. Those were very difficult times. Straight after standard
10 (matric) I had to look for a job – I had to assist my mother
who was the bread winner, selling vegetables and fruit to the
community.

to be walked from Greystone to Fairlawn by the Greystone
ladies but, if it rained, I had to take them in a 16-seater bus
to and from Fairlawn. Some of the girls used to cry every
day when being taken to Fairlawn, they were not used to be
away from home. We had to talk to them and tell them that
only the most important people came to this school, until
they got used to boarding.

In 1985 at the age of 21, I was fortunate to be employed by
The Diocesan School for Girls as a general worker. In my first
years, I worked in the swimming pool area - cleaning the
pool, mowing the grass and making sure the tennis courts
were in good order, for the girls to use in the afternoons. I
also worked at the workshop, I was taught how to weld and
operate the machinery, and sometimes I worked with the
carpenters, helping to make new partitions and got to do a
bit of handy work.

A few years later I attended a Supervisor Course that was
run by Damelin , and I had an opportunity to study computers at Grahamstown Tech, that alone opened doors for a
promotion as a transport Officer, which was a very challenging job for me, I decided to step down in 2010.

In those years, the girls used to travel by train. There were
not very cars like we have today. When fetching girls, and
taking them to and from the train station, we used to sit
at the back of the bakkie, which was driven by Mr. Robert
Ntshobodi, the only school driver. The other Mini Buses were
driven by the house mothers and the san sisters, who used
to drive the girls to local san appointments. Our duty was
to help the girls with the heavy suitcases they used to bring
with them, we had to keep an eye on the locals and make
sure they did not to put their hands on the girl’s belongings.
In 1987 I obtained a driver’s license from one of the local
driving schools, and later, I was sent to ETC for a heavy-duty
driver’s license - that opened the doors for me, and I became
a driver in 1988. In those days, the Prep borders had to be

I saw lots of changes that were put in place to enhance
DSG’s environment, educational architectural such as the
new JNR School, Grade 8 House, Knowling, Admin block,
Music Dept, Astro, new Math’s Centre etc. A late friend of
mine who was also a colleague used to say if Bishop Merriman were to come back and see what they started he would
find it hard to believe what he would see.

“Some of the girls used to cry every
day when being taken to Fairlawn, they
were not used to be away from home.
We had to talk to them and tell them
that only the most important people
came to this school, until they got
used to boarding.”
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Until we meet again...
On Thursday morning DSG had its first online assembly,
which has been posted on the DSG Facebook page for
your enjoyment.
It was reminiscent of “the Unsinkable Molly Brown” – a
passenger on the Titanic, who sang cheerful melodies to
calm the panicked passengers and lighten the desperation
and gloom, as the ship went down. She was determined
to keep on singing until the very end, but was forcibly
removed and placed in a lifeboat.
The DSG staff have been incredibly stoic – Jannie mentioned in his reflection, how the staff have adapted swiftly
to the challenges of this unchartered territory and have
managed to forge forward, find the positive, and get our
virtual classrooms up and running. Jannie paid tribute
to the incredible effort and commitment of the teaching
staff, and thanked them for all they have done.
The highlight of the assembly was the staff joyfully, and
very enthusiastically singing “Yellow Submarine” by the
Beatles. Despite the imminent lockdown and global crisis
dominating our thoughts, it was impossible to keep the
smile off our faces – we all feel very blessed and proud to
be part of such a wonderful and spirited ‘family’.
And, just like “the Unsinkable Molly Brown”, we have
been forcibly removed from our beautiful campus.
Shortly after the assembly, staff filtered out of the school
gates ahead of the lockdown.
Until we meet again.

Victoria Mallett
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Message from Foto First
Should you wish to do so, Clint at Foto First Grahamstown
has made available the 2018 and 2019 house photos available to purchase digitally. Clint has asked that once you
have made your purchase, please do not send your images
on to anyone else. Besides it being a copyright infringement,
it will also destroy his ‘one man’ local small business.
Sports, culture and event photos will be added over the
next week. Please keep checking.
Payment is made online through PayFast, to Foto First Grahamstown, and not charged to your school account.
To log in and place orders, please follow these instructions:
1. Click on the following link - http://printmyphotos.photographyorder.com/client/private-galleries
2. Login Username: DSG
3. Login Password: DSGGRAHAMSTOWN
4. Click Login
5. Browse through the folders of images
6. Click on your image choice
7. Click Add to Cart (from this point you can browse/add
more images to your cart)
8. At any point click PRIVATE GALLERIES to go back to the
main menu
9. Once done, Click Checkout
10. Contact – Parents/Guardian enter your details
11. Billing Address – Parents/Guardian enter your details
12. SHIPPING OPTIONS
•
SHIP TO THIS ADDRESS – Select for digital only im
ages. Not printed. Images will be emailed to you.
•
SHIP TO A DIFFERENT ADDRESS – For prints to be
delivered to your daughter’s house.
•
SHIP TO A DIFFERENT ADDRESS – The important
information, is your daughter’s name and house.
This is so that delivery can be made to the correct
girl at the correct house. The exact address is not
important, simply enter DSG, Grahamstown, 6140.
13. Payment Method – Select Pay by Payfast
14. Click Place Order
15. Select how you would like to make payment via Payfast
16. Your order will then automatically be sent to Foto First
Grahamstown, processed and delivered digitally via 		
email or physically to your daughter’s house.
17. Queries can be sent via WhatsApp, to Clint,
on 078 777 8940. Note this is not a phone number, only
a WhatsApp contact number.

Not a bad view!
End of term reports
The complete and comprehensive set of end-ofterm reports will be available on the myDSG Parent
Portal https://my.dsgschool.com under the menu
My Children | School Reports. As a result of the
national lockdown the reports will be uploaded
remotely, which may take longer, and so the school
will be making every effort to ensure that they are
published by Tuesday 14 April by 18:00, after the
Easter weekend.
If you have not yet logged in to myDSG you
should start by requesting a password at https://
my.dsgschool.com/request-password Remember to
use your registered email address with the school
to receive your password.
If you have forgotten your password you can reset
it at the following link https://my.dsgschool.com/
forgot-password using your registered email address.

Making it count!
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