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Dear DSG Parents and Friends

A

s we are raring to go on our half-term break, it was a
joy to experience DSG life in full flight. The butterflies
who fluttered onto campus on that first school day in
January were more like a swarm of busy bees this week.
The academic programme has reached cruising altitude
with workflows and assessments demanding focus and
application from girls. Our community engagement and
President’s Award programmes are off the ground and
many girls are making a difference through these initiatives.
This past weekend was jampacked with the last summer
season fixtures in basketball, water polo, tennis, soccer
and the River Mile open water swimming event on Sunday.
Many of the girls who represented or supported DSG in
these sports events also played in the Valentine’s music
concert and spoke at the debating night. The Sacristans
and musicians led us in the most moving Taizé chapel
service on Sunday evening and the Ash Wednesday service
this morning, while around sixty choir girls entertained us
in Assembly on Tuesday morning with a stunning James
Bond medley. In between all of these activities, girls still
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found time for building up ‘gees’ for swimming in the
interhouse gala, going mad at the Shrove Tuesday pancake
races and getting travel arrangements sorted out for the
half-term break.
From a distance, this week’s snapshot of campus life, as
described above, might seem a bit like organised chaos,
but it is in fact all well planned, coordinated and monitored
by dedicated staff who never fail to amaze me with the
extra miles they walk alongside the girls. We owe them a
huge thank you for our flourishing, productive school.
I am sure that parents and girls are equally excited
about the prospect of reconnecting over the short halfterm break. I hope that the extended weekend will
allow families to gather and spend precious quality time
together – with devices playing second fiddle! In assembly,
I encouraged the girls to make the half-term count by
getting enough sleep, saying ‘I love you’ to those who
deserve to hear it and reading… a book; not a screen!
I want to end off my short letter for this week by paying
tribute to Mrs Faye Hardisty – the DSG Communications
Manager. Over the past two years, Faye has served DSG
with loyalty and distinction. She has been responsible
for countless publications of all kinds, but perhaps most
notably for the weekly newsletters and annual DSG
school magazine. Faye will shortly be returning to her
beloved Kenya where she will settle with the love of her
life, Patrick. It is fitting to bid her a fond farewell in this
newsletter – the last that she is responsible for producing.
Her professionalism, flavoured with her contagious energy
and sharp sense of humor, will be sorely missed at DSG.
We wish Faye God’s richest blessings of joy, peace, love
and excellent health as she embarks on the next season of
her life.
Our warm wishes and prayers for safe travels accompany
the girls as they head home for a well-deserved half term
break.
En Avant!

Jannie de Villiers
Head of School
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Student Contributors
It is so rewarding to see the number of student
contributors grow week on week. Thank you to:
Zanda Nkosiyane – Black History Evening
Erin Preston – Basketball
Nicole Long – Valentine’s Concert
Sarah Floquet – Valentine’s Concert, River Mile
Angela Sheard – G-Town Funk
Indi Duda – Soccer
Jessie Orphanides – Water Polo
Kayla van Staden – Water Polo
Sabine Renaud – Water Polo
Leigh Saywood (Marketing Prefect) – Ash Wednesday,
River Mile

Lenten Season
This year, school goes into half-term after the celebration
of Shrove Tuesday and the observation of Ash Wednesday.
As usual, the Sacristans organised Pancake Races on
Shrove Tuesday and this year the surprise was a staff race,
with a some taking a tumble, while others cruised in with
ease. The girls competed in their Houses, amidst much
fanfare, music and dance. Once again, Knowling House
proved indomitable, winning the Pancake Race Winner’s
Trophy. Congratulations to them! Well done to all the girls
who took part in the races.
This morning, Ash Wednesday was observed by the
whole school during a Chapel service, at which we were
encouraged to re-look at our journey with the Lord, to
seek to know Him more, pray more and be more giving.
Each of the girls and staff had their foreheads marked with
the sign of the cross in ashes, as a symbol of repentance.
I would like to wish the entire DSG family a fruitful time
during this Lenten period. Travel safely and enjoy the halfterm break.
Rev Rachel
Chaplain
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Black History Month

To end Black History Month on a powerful note, the
Transformation and Diversity prefects from DSG and SAC
organised a ‘My Black History’ evening on Monday, 24
February. This event was hosted at the Thomas Mapikela
Debating Chamber at St Andrew’s College. We were
grateful to have three staff members, Ms Konjwa, Ms
Jamieson and Mr Dolf, as well as two students, Jonathan
Shamwana and Oyama Mzayidume, to speak to us. Each
presenter talked about their own Black History and
what it means to them. Ayakha Mahashe and Oyama
Mzayidume also spoke of about the history of the
Thomas Mapikela Debating Chamber and the Anglican
Institute. All the stories were profound and emotional,
yet humorous, and the attentive audience, comprising
of students and staff, left the Chamber amazed at
how insightful the speakers were. We all appreciated
the opportunity to listen and learn from the real-life
experiences of members of our schools.
It was a lovely event and we have to thank College
for allowing us to use the venue, the speakers for
sharing their stories with us, and the staff heads of
Transformation and Diversity, Ms Barker, Ms Maiwashe
and Ms Potgieter, for their support and the work that
made the event possible.
Zanda Nkosiyane
Transformation and Diversity Prefect
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Valentine’s Concert
The Valentine’s Concert was held on Thursday 20
February in the DR Wynne Music School. The venue
was representative of the month of Love, as thanks to
Mrs Natasja Eksteen, the auditorium was beautifully
decorated with red hearts and roses. Prizes wrapped
in red and white were awarded to audience members
who answered musical questions correctly, and special
mention must be made of Mr Aidan Smith, Second
Master of St Andrew’s College, who answered two
particularly difficult questions correctly, and received
a bottle of wine for his efforts! The programme kicked
off with a performance of ‘Fuerza Furioso’ by the Wind
Orchestra, and thereafter a wonderful variety of items
followed. Angela Volschenk performed an advanced and
intricate ‘Etude’ by Ludwig Schutte on the piano. The
piano also featured in duets played by Megan Searle
and Megan Barrow, as well as the brother/sister team
of Megan and James Barrow. Keira Ocharo, Camago
Mgwedli and Iviwe Gontshi performed a lively trio on the
piano and xylophone. Other outstanding performances
were by Abigail Dixon-Warren on trumpet, Erin Powers
on saxophone, James Barrow on snare drum and
timpani, John Marshall on voice, and the Matric violin
pupils playing Dolly Parton’s ‘I Will Always Love You’.
The concert ended with an impromptu performance of
‘Shadowland’ by Ms Lizzie Rennie and Ms Michaela van
Blerk on viola, and Ms de Villiers on piano. This concert
was most certainly a ‘lovely’ way to start the year.
My heartfelt thanks to the music staff for all the
preparation that goes into these performances, and of
course congratulations to the performers for the high
standard they attained and for the fact that they had fun
and enjoyed making music together.
Ms Belinda de Villiers
Director of Music

Top : Ayakha Mahashe and Oyama Mzayidume, and above:
Jonathan Shamwana at the ‘My Black History’ Evening.

Megan & James Barrow play a duet at the Valentine’s Concert.
See the next page for a gallery of photos of the event.
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Valentine’s Concert Gallery
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Grade 8 and 9 D&T Exhibition
Hard work, salted with passion and enthusiasm,
is currently on display in the Arthur Cotton Design and Technology Centre at St Andrew’s College. Please take the time to go and marvel and
the creative talent of these young designers.
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G-Town Funk
This year, G-Town Funk was a huge
success, with a wide variety of artists
ranging from Grade 8s to matrics. The
event was thoroughly enjoyed by all
and a huge thank you must go out
to all those who donated money, the
performers and everyone who came to
support. This event would not have been
possible if it weren’t for the immense
support given by both schools. We
returned to this event after a two-year
break and the bar has been set high for
next year. Lastly, thank you to the G-Town
Funk and Interact committees who
helped organise this event.
Angela Sheard
Grade 12

Top right : The excited crowd at G’town Funk. Above left: Interact girls running the tuckshop. Above right and bottom right: Swazi
Sibam and Zintle Yaka entertain the audience. Bottom left: Sarah de la Harpe, Megan Carr, Joey Taylor, Annie Reunert, Emma Gouws
at G’Town Funk.
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Sports Report
Dear Parents
Our 1st basketball team ended the season on a high
as they defended their East Cape Championship Title;
however, it was our 2nd team which was the surprise
package of the tournament, as they beat Kingswood,
Lawson Brown and Nombulelo 1st teams on their way
to the final, to set up an all DSG affair. The trophy was
definitely coming back to DSG, and it was just left to the
1st and 2nd team to battle it out and decide who would
hold the bragging rights.
As you would expect the 2nd team were running high on
emotion and when they scored the 1st points of the final,
an upset suddenly looked possible. However, the quality
and the experience of the 1st team shone through and
they found their rhythm to run out comfortable winners in
the end and secure the title for a second consecutive year.
Congratulations also to Shaylynne Kivitts who was named
as the tournament’s Most Valuable Player.
On the tennis front, we also played in our last official
fixtures of the season last week and it was a busy week,
with the 2nd, 3rd and 4th teams playing Port Alfred High
School 1st, 2nd and U15A teams in a doubles match, while
our U15B and C teams took on Kingswood, all playing last
week Wednesday. All the DSG teams ended up on the

winning side of these matches. The DSG 1st and U15A
teams finished their season in the Eastern Cape with a
derby against Collegiate, the 1sts away in Port Elizabeth
and the U15A’s at home. The U15A’s found the going
too tough against a strong Collegiate team and lost this
match, while the 1st team took on Collegiate in their own
backyard and won 8-4, which is a fantastic result and sets
the 1st team up nicely for their upcoming tour to Pretoria
over half term, where they are playing in the annual
Independent Schools Tennis Tournament, hosted this year
by St Mary’s DSG Pretoria.
In the water polo pool, we hosted Collegiate for a derby
day in our Aquatic Centre on Saturday, and Kingswood
joined us as well. It was great day with a festive
atmosphere and at times it just looked like organised
chaos as we managed to get through a total of 21 matches
on the day. The full results are on the sports website, but
some highlights were our U14A’s winning 5-2 and 10-5
against Collegiate and Kingswood respectively, while our
U14B’s had a 12-0 win over their Collegiate counterparts.
We ended up winning 14 of our 18 matches, and the DSG
1st team were part of those teams who won both their
matches; the 6-4 win over Collegiate was arguably the
result of the day.
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Both the DSG 1st and U15A water polo teams are off
to Johannesburg this weekend and they play in the Old
Petrians and Shauns Fuchs tournaments respectively,
which are the season ending events for both sports and
we wish them well on their travels.
Onto swimming and on Sunday almost 100 DSG girls
and a number of St Andrew’s College and Prep boys,
descended on Bushman’s River to swim in the annual
River Mile event. The juniors (Grades 9 and down) swim
in the half-mile race while the seniors (grades 10 and up)
take part in the full mile. Wendy-Mae Turner was the 1st
amongst the grades 8’s and 9’s out the water in the halfmile event, while Courtney Repinz was the winner in the
full mile race. Wonderful weather blessed the event and
it was a great day out at the coast, again highlighting the
unique and special nature of our schools.
Shaelyn Walker did not join the school event on Sunday,
as she was competing in the 96th swimming of the annual
Sundays River Mile event just down the road from us,
which is hosted by Nelson Mandela Bay Aquatics. Shaelyn
placed 9th in a field of over 160 female swimmers, and
her PE Aquatics Club which she was representing, won
the Club competition.
And to finish with we must report back on the wonderful
sights and sounds of the DSG Inter-house Gala, which
reached its climax on Wednesday evening with the all
singing and all dancing relay night of swimming. The
gala runs over four days and is more a total celebration
of life at DSG than just a swimming gala, and while
the performances in the pool were fantastic and the
swimmers swam beautifully, it is the event as a whole,
which leaves its mark on you (and your ears ringing) if you
bear witness to it.
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On the performance front, Anna Pinto won the Victrix
Ludorum award in the U14 section, just ahead of Jess
Barrow who also swam exceptionally well. Courtney
Repinz was the Open Victrix winner, ahead of Emma
Podesta and Nikki du Toit, however it was Wendy-Mae
Turner in the U16 section who won all seven of her
races and was awarded the Victrix for not only the U16
category, but also the overall Victrix and Mullins Trophy
as the most outstanding performer. Emily Huxtable and
Kristen Foster were presented with Perseverance in
Swimming awards for their efforts over the whole season.
And this brings to an end this part of the first term. When
we return after the long weekend, we will start with the
winter sports season. Some of the trial processes have
already begun, but for most, it will start in earnest on
Tuesday and run through to the following week. The
weekend schedule for the coming weeks includes trials
on 7 March, internal matches on 14 March, a derby with
Kingswood on 20 and 21 March. The weekend of 28
March has been left as a free weekend for most teams,
however the U14A and B hockey teams will be touring to
East London, while the 2nd and U16A hockey and netball
teams will be touring to Johannesburg that weekend. We
then finish the term with an away derby against Framesby
on 4 April.
Wishing you all a wonderful half term break and a safe
return for your daughters to DSG next week.
Warm regards
Chris Hibbert
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Interhouse Gala
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