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Dear DSG Parents and Friends
Today, I want to start my letter with a story: A newlywed
couple invited the husband’s parents for Sunday roast leg
of lamb. The wife noticed her husband cutting off a chunk
of meat and putting it in the casserole next to the leg of
lamb before sticking it into the oven. She found this odd
and asked why he was doing this. “Well, this is how you
cook a leg of lamb. My mother taught me so,” he replied.
The leg of lamb came out deliciously and was enjoyed
by all. During the meal, the wife asked her mother-inlaw why she always cuts off a piece of meat from the
leg of lamb before cooking it. “Well, I learned this from
watching my mother cook a leg of lamb,” she replied. The
husband’s granny was still alive and so, the next week,
when she visited the couple for tea, the young wife asked
her about her secret. “Why does cutting off a piece of
the leg of lamb make it taste so good, Gran?” she asked.
“Oh, but it doesn’t, my dear! I used to do this because
my casserole was not wide enough to fit in a whole leg of
lamb. I therefore always had to cut off a piece so that the
meat could fit.”

The story illustrates the importance of knowing our
‘WHY’. We are often crystal clear on WHAT we do well,
and HOW, but lose track of WHY. When we are driven
by ‘what’ and ‘how’, and do not start with ‘why’, we run
the risk of drifting off course. This can also be true for
organisations such as schools. When we don’t start with
and are not passionate about ‘why’, it becomes hard
to remain motivated, especially through tough times.
In his book, Start With Why, Simon Sinek suggests that
people who do not understand the ‘why’ of their work
have little hope of caring for and loving what they do. He
says, “Working hard on something we don’t care about is
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called STRESS. Working hard on something we love
is called PASSION.” These words inspire me to try
and make the latter a reality for all who come to
work at DSG everyday - staff as well as pupils.
In the 21st century, we tend to carry around our
busy-ness like a trophy and it has become the
hallmark of good schools too. We should guard
against this becoming a ‘hollow mark’. I enjoy
chatting to DSG girls about what they are busy
with to find out whether they understand their
‘why’. Sometimes they answer, “because my
teacher/parents/coach said so.” I have therefore
become deliberate in challenging girls to think
about the purpose of our actions at school… Why
have we introduced the Guardian anonymous
reporting app? Not to encourage snitching, but
to enable girls to take co-responsibility for their
own and each other’s well-being. Why did we
put a lock on the swimming pool gate? Not to
spoil everybody’s fun, but to ensure the safety
of our girls. Why are we adapting the process of
permissions for weekend leave? Not because we
do not trust the girls, but because we are in loco
parentis and take seriously our duty to protect
those in our care. The seniors asked whether it
should be compulsory for juniors to attend certain
events. I said I would entertain the suggestion
once I understood their ‘why’. “Because it is a
senior privilege to choose which events to attend.”
Wrong answer! “Because attending events will
familiarise juniors with DSG traditions, spirit and
fun, while building friendships and memories
together?” Spot-on!
As we are about to enter the season of Lent, it
struck me that ‘starting with why’ is a Biblical
concept. Lent culminates in Easter – the most
reverent event on the Christian calendar. It is
the time of the year when we remember the
passion of Christ. Was this passion motivated by
WHY? Most certainly! John 3:16, expresses this
beautifully: “For God so loved the world that he
gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
The ‘why’ of God is LOVE and at DSG it should
remain the touchstone by which we align our
words and actions. How? We sang it in Chapel on
Thursday morning: “Sister, let me be your servant;
let me be like Christ to you…”
En Avant!

Jannie de Villiers
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Parent-Teacher Meetings
Please note that the Term 1 Parent–Teacher Meetings will be held
on Thursday 27 February from 08:00 – 10:00 at DSG, Worcester
Street.
You will be able to make your online bookings from 08:00 on Friday, 21 February until 16:00 on Tuesday, 25 February.
We have sent an email with instructions on how to book meetings with your daughter’s teachers.
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A massive thank you to this week’s Student Contributors:
Angela Sheard – G-Town Funk
Leigh Saywood – Blood Clinic, Park Run, Squash
Luisa da Molo – Valentine’s Social
Sabine Renaud – Water Polo
Sarah Brotherton – Tennis
Emma-Jane Gouws and Kei Repapis – Equestrian Video

2020 New Girls’ Photos

An apology to those of you who have been trying to view the
photos from our New Girls’ Day in January. I believe a ‘gremlin’
has managed to get to our link. Thank you for bringing it to our
attention. Click here for the new link for you to access those
wonderful photos.

Horse Riding at DSG
This week the girls were
treated to a video highlighting
the dedication and commitment our equestrians show to
their sport. It is a heart-warming display of the very special
relationships our girls share
with their beloved steeds, and
I know from first-hand experience how much time and effort goes into making these partnerships look seamless and easy.
I hope you will enjoy watching this short clip of a day in the life of
a DSG horse lover and perhaps learn a little more about the different disciplines that are available, should you decide to indulge
in what may become a lifetime passion. To watch the video,
please follow this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AOiGDBEvhqY
Faye Hardisty
Editor

Head of School
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Academic
RHODES UNIVERSITY MATHEMATICS EXPERIENCE
The annual Rhodes University Mathematics
Experience was held last Friday afternoon at the
Barratt Lecture complex on the Rhodes campus. 25
schools from throughout the Makana district, as
well as Port Elizabeth, sent 450 pupils to enjoy an
afternoon of Olympiad-style mathematical problem
solving. The DSG team did well, showing some
excellent spirit. Particular mention should be made
of Erin Powers who took 1st place in the Grade
9/10 category with a fantastic score of 94%. Well
done to all the girls who took part.
Dr Duncan Samson

Some of the DSG / SAC Winners, from left to right: Prof M Schafer, Erin
Powers, Mr Stevens, Danny O’Connell and James Stadler

DSG Student Exchange
The Exchange Programme offers a wonderful
opportunity for pupils to experience a different
‘normal’ and to share their ‘normal’. With this will
come curiosity, exploration, discovery and growth. It
is about the daily routines of an ordinary school day
and, of course, a few sights and sounds of another
country.
In applying for this programme, sixteen girls made
themselves vulnerable and went through a stringent
application process. They wrote a motivational letter
and engaged in a nerve-wracking conversational
interview. And then the scary part of finding out!
Two points must be made. First, congratulations to
all those who applied. Second, the whole school,
and particularly all Grade 10s, are going to be a part
of this Exchange.
The following ten girls have an amazing opportunity
ahead of them, travelling overseas and taking on the
responsibilities of hosting their Exchange partners.
Their destinations are as follows:

DSG Exchange Students:
Back (L-R): Amy Thompson, Leah Banks, Khanya Mabandla, Khanya
Nyembezi, Sbonga Nduli
Front (L-R): Debby Armitage, Georgina Schaefer, Tami Morris, Morgan Du
Plessis, Josie Apps

Blood Clinic
Monday saw some of our wonderful students from DSG and SAC
attending the latest blood clinic and giving to this worthy cause.
Thank you all.

Abbotsleigh, Australia: Josie Apps; Leah Banks;
Khanya Mabandla.
Wilderness, Australia: Morgan Du Plessis; Tami
Morris; Georgina Schaefer.
Pinegrove, India: Debby Armitage; Sbonga Nduli;
Khanya Nyembezi; Amy Thompson.
Benji Euvrard
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Valentine’s Day Social

In the spirit of Valentine’s Day last weekend, DSG hosted a social for the Grade 8 and 9 girls and boys. Being the first official
social event like this for the year, the girls were in high spirits. They did not let the heat affect them, but rather danced the
night away and as many of them said, “time flew by”. Grade 11 and Matric girls volunteered to DJ, as well as keep it all
under control!
Thank you to Mrs Human and all staff who helped organise this fantastic and successful event. I am sure the girls are
extremely excited for the next one.
Luisa da Molo
Prefect: Functions and Events
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Chamber Music
The following DSG and SAC pupils
were selected to participate in the
Franschoek Chamber Music Festival.
This is a fantastic achievement
indeed, as the pupils had to record
an audition piece, and were selected
from hundreds of entrants across
the country. The Festival takes place
from 21 – 28 March 2020.
Congratulations to Asive
Ngcebetsha, Ben Terry, Yolisa
Ngcola and Cornelia Rocher.

Belinda de Villiers
Director of Music

Park Run
Deputy Head Girl, Charlotte
Abraham, has started to organise
groups of girls to volunteer at the
weekly Park Run in the Botanical
Gardens. This is a great help to the
Park Run organisers and gives the
girls a chance to get out and get
involved in the community. Well
done all of you and special thanks
to Charlotte.
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Sports Report
Dear Parents
I cannot recall a busier week than last week at DSG on
the sports front in recent times. There were fixtures,
shows and meetings for tennis, squash, basketball,
horse riding, water polo and athletics, as well as
summer netball and hockey leagues, all of which leant
itself to DSG being a hive of activity and everyone
feeling more than a little exhausted on Monday
morning this week.
With so much to cover, we will dive straight into the
reports from the past week…
The 1st tennis team played Queenstown Girls High
School on Friday on the DSG courts, and had a clean
sweep in the fixture, winning all 12 of the singles and
doubles matches. Special mention must be made of
Grade 8 Josie Turner, who picked up her 1st cap for the
1st tennis team in this fixture.
We had a number of athletes attend the Sarah
Baartman Athletics Championships on Friday, held at
the Westbourne Oval in Port Elizabeth, where they
won no less than 16 medals, 9 of them gold. In the U14
division, Kayleigh Clayton won both the 400m and 800m
races, while Jess Smailes was 3rd in the 1500m. In the
U15 section, Emma Kruse won the 800m and 1500m,
Laura Campbell won the 200m and 400m, Natalie
Morris won the 300m hurdles and was runner up in
the 200m, and Cornelia Rocher won the high jump and
placed 2nd in the 90m hurdles. In the U17 competition,
Jamie Campbell won gold in the 400m and a silver in
the 200m. Emma Jane-Gouws won bronze medals in
the long jump and the 100m hurdles, while Erin Lowe
picked up a bronze in the 400m.
On Saturday, we hosted a round of basketball fixtures
with our 1st, 2nd and U15A’s in action against
Nombulelo and Kingswood, and we won all our
matches, with the DSG 1st team securing 34-4 and 32-6
wins over Nombulelo and Kingswood respectively.
Also on Saturday, we hosted a water polo derby day in
our aquatic centre with Pearson, Stirling and Kingswood
joining us, where we won 6 of the 9 matches played.
The U15A’s picked up good wins over both Pearson and
Stirling, while the DSG 1st team had a slow start to the
day, going down 3-7 to Pearson, before bouncing back
to secure a 7-3 win over Kingswood in the last match of
the day.

Top: The 1st Tennis Team who played against Queenstown Girls
High School; 2nd down: the 1st Basketball Team vs Kingswood
and Nombulelo; 3rd down: The Basketball Team in action against
Nombulelo; Above: Water polo vs Pearson
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The 2nd water polo team were on tour in Knysna playing
in the Oakhill Chukka Festival, where they came up against
a number of 1st teams and they had a wonderful time
picking up 4 wins out of their 7 matches played, with a
special mention of Duki Sonuga, who was voted DSG’s Most
Valuable Player.
Then there was horse riding at the Grahamstown Riding
Club over the weekend, with the Valentine’s Show. Our DSG
riders won no less than 16 of the events between them,
and picked up a further 13 2nd and 3rd places over the
weekend.
Emma-Jane Gouws was 1st in Novice Dressage 1,
Intermediate Equitation, 1m Welcome Stakes and placed
2nd in Open Working Hunter.
Beth Rennie was 1st in 50cm Welcome Stakes, 60cm A2,
60cm competition in 2 Phase and was 2nd in Welcome
Equitation.
Emily Paterson picked up three 2nd places in Novice
Working Hunter, 1.10m A2 and Intermediate Equitation.
Ellie Counsell won both the 90cm Welcome Stakes and 1m
A2.
Fish Burton was 1st in the 70cm Welcome Stakes and
Dressage Prelim 3 and 2nd in 70cm 2 Phase and Novice
Show Hack.
Taryn Whitfield won the 1.10m 2 Phase and was 3rd in
Open Equitation.
Georgie Gerber won both the Open Working Hunter and
the 1.10m A2.
Babette Swart placed 2nd in the 1m Welcome Stakes.
Lily Bowker had three 1st places in the 80cm Welcome
Equitation, the 90cm A2 and in the 90cm competition in 2
Phase, as well as 2nd places in the 70 cm Working Hunter
and 80cm Welcome Stakes.
There was also a B-League Gala in PE on Saturday and
between our swimmers, we won 6 silver’s and 5 bronze
medals, and we placed 2nd in the schools’ competition.
Elizabeth Lake was 2nd in 50m breaststroke and 3rd in both
the 50m butterfly and 50m backstroke.
Emily Huxtable was 3rd for the 50m breaststroke, while
Tegan Parker was 3rd in the 50m butterfly. Mia Karimba
picked up silvers in the 50m backstroke and in the 100m
freestyle. Tess Dickinson was 2nd in the 50m breaststroke,
and 3rd in both the 50m backstroke and 100m freestyle.

From top 1st and 2nd : The 2nd Water Polo Team at the Chukka
Festival in Knysna this weekend; Above, 3rd from top: B Squad
Gala in Newton Park - back row - Saffron Brown, Stephanie
Harvey, Megan Willemse, Ms Schoeman, Kristen Foster, Jemma
Boonzaier, Sophia Baynes. Front row - Tegan Parker, Thatego Pie,
Sage Thomasson-Holmes; Above: Riley Cawse and Duki Sonuga
at the Knysna Chukka festival - photo by Tara Baum.
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Sage Thomasson-Holmes was 2nd in the 50m backstroke,
while Jemma Boonzaier placed 2nd in the 50m freestyle.
Then onto squash, with DSG hosting the annual Dave
Hodgson Squash Festival this past weekend. Our 1st
squash team played very well, with better results than
expected. We did go down to Clarendon and Queenstown
GHS, however, they are ranked 1 and 2 in the country
respectively and we did take 2 matches off GHS to only lose
4-2. It was in the games against Collegiate, Kingswood and
Herschel where we produced the goods, winning these
games with scores of 6-0, 6-0 and 5-1. Special mention
of 1st team debutant Chelsea Cordner, who was sharing
responsibilities at number 6 in the DSG team and she won
all 3 of her matches, while Olivia Price won 4 out of the 5
matches she played.
The final news to share with you from the week past is
celebratory, as off the back of the SA water polo training
camp held a few weeks ago, the South African age group
water polo teams have been announced. Amelia Brown and
Anna Pinto are non-travelling reserves for the SA U14 team,
while Courtney Repinz is a non-travelling reserve for the
SA U17 team. Special mention of Francesca Behr, who has
been included in the SA U17 water polo team and will be
off to the Czech Republic in March to play in the EU Nations
Cup. We are exceptionally proud of all four of these girls for
their achievements in water polo.
Looking ahead to this week, and we have the final home
water polo fixtures of the season in our aquatic centre on
Saturday as we host Collegiate and Kingswood in a round of
fixtures, while our 1st and 2nd basketball teams are playing
in the East Cape Basketball Championships at St Andrew’s
College on Saturday. We also have our 1st and U15A tennis
teams in action on Friday, when they play Collegiate, and
we have some swimmers competing in the Infinity Gala in
Port Elizabeth over the weekend.
We then have our annual River Mile on Sunday in the
Bushman’s River to look forward to. The half mile starts at
10:30 for the Grade 8’s and 9’s, with the full mile for Grade
10’s, 11’s and 12’s starting around 10:45. Next week is the
inter-house gala which culminates in the relay competition
on Wednesday evening starting at 18:00. This includes the
dancing and singing which I am sure many of the Grade 8
parents have been hearing about. It promises to be another
loud and exciting end to the half term and will bring with it
a well-deserved long weekend off for most.

Top left : Courtney Repinz, non-travelling reserve for the SA U17
Water Polo team;
Top right: Frank Behr who will join the U17 Junior Women’s
Waterpolo Team going to EU Nations Junior Women’s Waterpolo
Cup in Brno, Czech Republic in March 2020;
2nd from top and above: our Squash players at the the Dave
Hodgson Squash Festival this weekend.

Best wishes
Chris Hibbert
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DSG Guild East London Lunch

The DSG Guild hosted another
successful luncheon in East
London on Wednesday, 12
February. Thank you to Glenda
Williams-Wynn (Anderson,
1796) and Lorna Theodosiou
(Botma, 1977) who rallied the
troops and ignited the DSG Old
Girl spirit in the area. What a
wonderful celebration of many
different ages, all sharing their
unique experiences of a DSG
schooling in Lorna’s home. We
hope that there will be many
more events like this in the East
London region.
A big thank you to all the Old
Girls who attended, and our
appreciation and gratitude
to Lorna for her warmth and
enormous generosity.
Alison Wienekus
Foundation Office

Clockwise from top left: The East London
Guild lunch; Dominique Davies (Schafer,
2002) and Philippa King (2002); Janette
van Oosten (Malkin, 1979), Sandra
Rivarola (Duncan-Brown, 1978) and
Seated Joan Barrow (De Haes, 1950);
Anne Phillips (Austin, 1979) and Janette
van Oosten (Malkin, 1979).
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