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DSG girls from Johannesburg

Dear DSG Parents and Friends
I am drafting this letter amidst the beautiful roar of
thunder and a generous downpour of rain, cooling down
a day that saw the mercury rise to 41°C. The heatwave
has made it difficult to function optimally in class and on
the sports fields, but staff and girls did their best and we
are looking forward to the forecasted cooler weather and
further rain.
My visit to Johannesburg was a very rewarding
experience. The hospitality and goodwill of the parents I
met made a deep impression on me. It was affirming to
hear from our current parents how much they appreciate
DSG and SAC for the positive influence of our schools

on their children. I returned to DSG, inspired to convey
the positive sentiment of appreciation to our staff as
encouragement to maintain their professional effort and
care.
Makhanda was suitably alive this past weekend. In
addition to the return of university students, we had
visitors from around the country attending two premier
U18 water polo tournaments – the SAC Shield for boys
and the Brian Baker tournament for girls. War cries
and cheering could be heard across town throughout
the weekend, and most of the noise and singing was
produced by the joyous DSG supporters! DSG girls
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were also involved in a great variety of other sports
fixtures and activities of which you will read more in this
newsletter. It is always a soothing blessing when the busy
week ebbs into conclusion with Sunday evening prayer in
Chapel – an opportunity for thanksgiving, reflection and
anchoring.
February is celebrated as Black History Month and
we are encouraging pupils to make an effort to gain
knowledge of the lesser known history and stories
of black communities and individuals in our country
and specifically our Eastern Cape region. One such an
individual was Makhanda, the man after whom our town
was recently renamed.
Following the Battle of Amalinde in 1818, a British-led
force commanded by Colonel Brereton, seized 23,000
head of cattle from the people of Ndlambe in retaliation
to an earlier conflict. Makhanda Nxele, (pictured right)
who was a respected leader in this area at the time,
urged the amaXhosa to unite and drive British forces
out once and for all. On 22 April 1819, Makhanda led an
attack on Grahamstown in broad daylight, with a force of
around 6,000 men. The British garrison of approximately

350 troops was able to repulse the attack only after
timely support was received from a Khoi group led by Jan
Boesak.
Defeated by British firepower, Makhanda eventually
surrendered himself in the interests of promoting
peace. The British imprisoned him on Robben Island,
but treated him with great respect, giving him private
accommodation, food and furniture. On 25 December
1820, Makhanda attempted an escaped along with 30
other prisoners. Although several survived, Makhanda
drowned. Since he had promised his people that he
would never abandon them, they continued to hope for
his return for another 50 years before funeral rites were
observed.
Makhanda is regarded as one of the first African Leaders
to attempt a cultural synthesis of African and European
religious beliefs. He is also credited with attempting to
unite the amaXhosa in their struggle against the British
Empire. Twentieth-century political prisoners on Robben
Island, including Robert Sobukwe, later called for a
renaming of the island after Makhanda. Although this
never happened, the town of Grahamstown was officially
renamed after Makhanda, 200 years after his death.
The story of Makhanda is of course intertwined with the
arrival of the 1820 British Settlers in the Eastern Cape,
which will be commemorated this year.
In the month of February, we are also encouraged to
learn about the histories of other African countries
that are represented in our student body at DSG. The
importance of this broader focus on history is highlighted
by the following words from Margaret MacMillan: “We
can learn from history, but we can also deceive ourselves
when we selectively take evidence from the past to
justify what we have already made up in our minds to
do.”
En Avant!

Jannie de Villiers
Head of School
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Thanks to this week’s student contributors:
Charlotte Abraham, Deputy Headgirl
With photos by:
Leigh Saywood, Marketing Prefect, Grade 12 (New Pots)
Sabine Renaud, Grade 12 (Water Polo)
Jessie Orphanides, Grade 9 (Tennis)
A statue of Chief Makhanda at the Tambo Sculpture Park
when it was on display in Cape Town.
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Chapel Choir Camp

The Chapel Choir attended a camp last week, held at
The Monastery. For the 58 girls who attended, this was a
wonderful opportunity to get to know the new girls in the
choir and for learning new repertoire for the term. The
time was certainly well spent, as the choir learnt five new
songs in preparation for the Easter Cantata, as well as for
other secular concerts. However, time was also made for
relaxation and bonding, and for some physical activity in the
form of a hike, kindly led by Mr Clinton York, through the
beautiful grounds of The Monastery.

On Sunday morning we held a prayer and devotion
service in the spectacular Monastery chapel with equally
spectacular views, and we thank the Sacristans for this.
We returned to DSG late on Sunday morning, exhausted
but proud of what we had achieved during our two days
of camp. Thanks go to Mr Jovan Heynsen for his support in
taking some of the Choir practices, to Mrs Salomie Rocher
for assisting with section practices, and Mrs Natasja Eksteen
for playing ‘mom’ and making sure that everyone was
feeling happy and well.
Ms Belinda de Villiers
Director of Music
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Chinese New Year Celebration

Some pupils from DSG and St Andrew’s College
celebrated Chinese New Year last Thursday, 30
January. This festival, also named Spring Festival,
is one of the most important traditional festivals
celebrated by Chinese people. It normally falls on a
day between January and February according to the
lunar calendar. Each year is represented by an animal;
25 January 2020 started the Year of the Rat. The Rat,
ranking first, is one of the 12 animals that represent
the years in a cycle.
Professor Patrice Mwepu welcomed and addressed
our girls and boys at the beginning of the party. The
participants learned about a few Chinese New Year
traditions and customs, such as red packets, Chinese
zodiacs and typical food eaten at Chinese New Year.

Some of them were given red packets as a reward
for their knowledge of Chinese New Year. For those
of you who are not in the know, red packets usually
contain money and are given to children by their older
relatives or friends. Our students were served some
typical Chinese New Year food, such as dumplings,
chicken and pork, and other delicious treats.
The Chinese lecturers and Chinese Director of the
Confucius Institute at Rhodes University, Prof. Liu,
joined the celebration with our students. Thanks to
Prof. Liu and Prof. Mwepu for inviting our girls and
boys to experience a totally different culture. It was a
lovely evening thoroughly enjoyed by all.
Shuying Fu
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The Sacristans’ Camp
The morning of Saturday 1 February will go down in history
as a game changer in the lives of the DSG Sacristans. Armed
with sleeping bags, toiletries, a Bible and a journal, the
Sacristans, accompanied by Ms Arisa Heald (Ms A), Ms Jean
Marr and myself, descended on The Monastery, a place that
the girls have quickly become so fond of. The expectations
were high, with no shortage of ideas and plans for the
weekend.
Once the girls were allocated to rooms, Ms A kicked the
programme off with a couple of ice breakers, which saw
even the shyest girls lighten up and get into the mood. We
then proceeded to the Chapel for a talk on ‘How to hear
God’s voice’, which was followed by a directed quiet time.
The girls were encouraged to use the large expanse of The
Monastery to walk off in pairs and have a conversation with
their Creator. Ms Graham took the podium next, with a look
at listening to others under the title: ‘How to enter the world
of others.’ This was very informative and beneficial to the
Chapel ministry and will become handy in effectively dealing
with the various issues experienced by both girls and staff.
She followed that with a course on reading in large public
spaces like the Chapel, a very useful tool for those who lead
at Services in the Chapel.

The rest of the weekend was left to planning in all areas
where Sacristans are required to assist. A great line up
of activities for SCA was created, as well as assisting the
Chaplain in the Chapel. Ms Fumbata and Ms Marr led us in a
very special Praise and Worship session before going to bed.
The proximity of The Monastery to DSG makes catering a
breeze. The weekend could not have gone so well without
the wide variety of mouth-watering dishes that DSG catering
provided. There were plenty of yummy treats as well. Thank
you, Mr Miskin and your team. A hearty thanks also goes
to Mr York, who delivered all our meals on time as well
as keeping an eye on us, and with his knowledge of the
outdoors and The Monastery in particular, freely offered his
guidance whenever needed.
Thank you to all those who prayed for us. The Holy Spirit was
evident at the camp. Everybody left The Monastery in high
spirits, ready to tackle the year ahead, with God leading us.
Rev Rachel Ssekimpi
Chaplain

EN AVANT

6 February 2020

DSG Newsletter

New Pots Report
New Pots was a very joyous occasion as
the rest of the school welcomed the new
girls into the DSG family. The girls were
all split up into various groups where
they each had to perform different tasks,
all supervised by the matric body. These
involved things such as rapping the school
hymn, learning the ‘sokkie’ and creating
a tower out of cards. Each task involved
a lot of laughter and put smiles on
everyone’s faces. From here the prefects
entertained the audience with a dance,
which was followed by the New Girls all
getting splashed with water from the
fountain. The evening ended in high spirits
with everybody singing the school song.
Charlotte Abraham
Deputy Headgirl

Scenes from the New Pots welcome activities. Below left: Leigh Saywood
and Megan Gaunt and Below centre: Charlotte Abraham and Claire
Kruiskamp
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Music School
The Music School is working hard at preparing for our upcoming
concerts and events, and the sounds of flutes, trumpets, violins,
marimbas, voices and many more instruments can be heard from
07:00 until about 20:00 every day. Please see below for our most
important events taking place this term:
Friday 7 – Sunday 9 February

SAC Chapel Choir camp

Thursday 20 February		

Senior Open Concert –
Music School @ 17:30

Thursday 5 March		

Masicule Rehearsal –
Monument Theatre@ 18:30

Sunday 8 – Monday 9 March

Masicule Performances – 		
Monument Theatre @ 18:30

Wednesday 11 March		

Senior Open Concert – DRW Music
School @ 17:30

Thursday 12 – Friday 13 March String Celebration Concert –
Grey, PE (String Orchestra)
Saturday 21 March		

Bach Concert with Kingswood
(String Orchestra)

Mon 23, Tues 24, Thu 26 Mar

Combined Easter Cantata
Rehearsals @ 17:30

Saturday 28 March		

Open Mic Fundraiser Evening –
Upper Field @ 18:30

Monday 30 March		

Easter Cantata Rehearsal –
Cathedral @ 17:00

Tuesday 31 March		

Easter Cantata Performance –
Cathedral @ 19:00

Wednesday 1 April		

Easter Cantata Performance –
Cathedral @ 19:00

Thursday 2 April		

Senior Open Concert –
DRW Music School @ 17:30
Above right: the Strings Orchestra
Right middle: the Wind Orchestra
Right: the Marimba Band
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Sports Report

This weekend, Grahamstown enjoyed one of the highlights
of the first term sports calendar, the Brian Baker water
polo tournament, which is hosted by Kingswood College
and is supported by the top water polo playing schools in
the country. I thoroughly enjoyed watching schoolgirl sport
being played at the highest level, not least of which were
the efforts of the DSG team: our girls produced consistent
performances and played some outstanding polo to end in
fifth place out of sixteen schools, which is our best finish in
many years.
I am passionate about sport. This passion has been honed
over the years by all the good that sport has to offer
participants and supporters, and I try to convey to the
coaches and the girls, the core values that can be part of
sport at whatever level it is played. Therefore, a part of the
weekend I really did not enjoy, were my observations of
some of the schools’ coaches and their poolside manner.
Certainly, some of the behaviour I noted from these coaches
towards their teams, the opposition and the referees, was
far from acceptable.
However, my unease was not merely based on a personal
opinion. One of my core beliefs in heading up the DSG
Sports Department, is that I need to keep up-to-date with
international trends in coaching and coaching behaviour, and
I spend a lot of time researching and reading articles on the
subject. I also encourage our DSG coaches to do the same
and strive to help them become better all-round coaches.
We have clear values and principles we adhere to, which
were reaffirmed by a recent visit by Paddy Upton (world
renowned cricket and mental coach, recent author of ‘The
Barefoot Coach’) – it is the process and development of the
team and the individual that is the key focus, not the result.
Further, that we, who are working with school children are
at heart, educationalists: our prime focus is to develop the

children in our care, to give them the best tools to face the
world and its challenges after they leave us, and to make the
experience as enjoyable as possible.
Given all the literature and narrative around school sport,
the approach to coaching and best practice, it is extremely
disappointing that there are a number of school coaches
(not just in water polo) who are very highly paid, but
whose approach, attitude and behaviour not only fly in
the face of best practice regarding school sport, but also
set a very disappointing example of ethical behaviour and
sound sportsmanship to the children they are meant to be
educating.
How are we getting it so wrong? Various reasons spring to
mind: ranking systems put pressure on schools to get results
and alumni (whom schools often depend on for donations)
demand results. However, perhaps the most insidious,
is when the subtext of the school itself is that winning is
the required outcome, not the process. Within such an
environment, where the cost of winning is not considered,
poor coaching practice thrives and the losers at the end of
the day are the children – the girls and boys who started
playing the sport because they were having fun, end up
resenting the sport and the coach.
I am watching these developments in school sport with
trepidation. In my opinion, the easy answer would be for
all schools to re-examine their attitude and approach to
sport and to insist that coaches do not stagnate, but there
are actually no easy answers. Assuredly, at DSG we will
continue to challenge our coaches to provide the best
sporting experience for all our girls, offer them a wide range
of opportunity and in the long term, foster a love for (or at
least an understanding of) exercise and healthy competition.
The sports reports from the last week follow below…
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Water Polo
The majority of our water polo teams travelled to
Woodridge on Saturday for a round of fixtures against
Woodridge College, as well as few matches against
Kingswood, which ensured all our teams could play two
matches and make the trip worthwhile. Our teams returned
unbeaten, with stats of played 12 and won 12. This was
amazing going, but more importantly, it was wonderful
to be able to take our teams to Woodridge, a school with
a relatively small water polo playing community and give
their girls an opportunity to play and experience the fun of
hosting a home derby day. This was the last big away trip of
the season for our water polo teams. Now we are looking
forward to playing Collegiate at home, as the final big derby
of the season on 22 February.
Then onto the 1st team, who produced their best
performances of the season, if not of recent years, when
they played in the annual Brian Baker tournament hosted
by Kingswood College this past weekend. DSG had a
good start against Glenwood House, but then found the
going tough against Herschel and Crawford in the pool
games, who were amongst the pre-tournament favourites.
However, these matches were not entirely one-sided and
although we went down early in both matches, DSG showed
fantastic resilience to fightback in the second half of both
matches. We entered the playoff stage of the tournament
in confident mood and duly saw off the challenge of
Kingswood 7-3, to progress to the quarterfinals. A loss
to Clarendon meant we went up against Pearson to fight
for positions 5-8 and won that game 4-3, before beating
Crawford in a nail-biting penalty shootout to secure 5th
place. This is our highest finish at the event in many years
and a much-deserved result for the 1st team, especially
given their efforts and hard work throughout the season.
A special mention also of the DSG girls who supported the
team both at DSG and at Kingswood where the matches
were played, creating a ‘home’ atmosphere for DSG at both
venues. The behaviour of the girls was exemplary and to
see them cleaning the Kingswood stands after they had
watched a DSG game to leave the facility spotless, left a big
impression on many neutrals who had come to watch.

Pictured right from top : Tayla Brown in action for the 1st team
at the Brian Baker Tournament; Josie Apps in the pool for the
1st team; the U15A water polo team after their game against
Woodridge; the U15B team after playing Woodridge
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Athletics
DSG athletes cleaned up at the finals of the Makana athletics
trials, which was held at PJ on Saturday morning.
Between Hannah Lowe (U14 200m), Kayleigh Clayton (U14
400m & 800m), Jess Smailes (U14 1500m), Laura Campbell
(U15 200m & 400m), Emma Kruse (U15 800m & 1500m),
Natalie Morris (U15 100m), Jamie Campbell (U17 200m &
400m), Erin Lowe, Morgan du Plessis (U17 100m) and Elli
Counsell (U17 1500m & 3000m), DSG won no less than 14
races (indicated in brackets above) and there were a number
of 2nd place finishes as well. A Makana team will now be
selected, which will compete in the Sarah Baartman Champs
in Port Elizabeth on 14 February, from where girls can then
go to the East Cape High School Championships in East
London in March. We wish all our athletes well for the rest
of the season ahead.
Below from top :
• Morgan du Plessis;
• Lauren Campbell and Natalie Morris
Right from the top :
• Eleanor Counsell, Natalie Morris, Emma Kruse, Kayleigh
Clayton, Hannah Lowe and Morgan du Plessis - Makana 2nd
round athletics trials;
• Emma Kruse;
• Kayleigh Clayton;
• Back: Kayleigh Clayton, Hannah Lowe, Laura Campbell, Ms
Penney, Mr York, Jamie Campbell, Erin Lowe, Morgan du Plessis,
Eleanor Counsell and Front: Jessica Smailes, Emma Kruse and
Natalie Morris
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Tennis
Our 1st and U15A tennis teams played Port Alfred High
School last Wednesday in the annual Knight Shield
competition, and we won the match comfortably, only
dropping one of the 18 singles and doubles matches played.
The DSG 3rd tennis team had fun last Friday when they had a
doubles match with Kingswood, finishing up on the right side
of a 2-1 score card.

Tennis photos, Left top : Lucy Pringle; Left below : Chelsea
Lennett. Right top : Olivia Price; Right above: Mikayla Eksteen.

Soccer
The DSG soccer girls are training regularly every week, and
this past weekend they joined up with some St Andrew’s
College boys to play a friendly game, which was played in
high spirits and with lots of enthusiasm. While still a fledgling
sport at DSG, it has gained some good traction amongst the
girls and we look forward to watching it grow from strength
to strength under the watchful eye of Mr Biyela, who is
coaching the group.

Horse Riding

Sienna Evans was recently awarded the Most Improved
Junior Equitation Rider for 2019 at the Port Elizabeth Riding
Club annual awards ceremony.
Looking at the week ahead, we have four water polo teams
away on tours, as the 2nds and U16A teams head to Port
Elizabeth to take part in the Alex Road Festival, while our
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U14A and U14B teams go to East London to play in
the Jason Murray Tournament at Selborne College.
Both events run over Friday and Saturday. There
is also basketball on the go with our 1st and U15A
teams participating in the St Andrew’s College
Festival of Basketball on Saturday. On the tennis
front there are matches on Wednesday against
Victoria Girls and then against Pearson on Friday
for our 1st and U15A teams, while our 2nds play
Kingswood in a doubles match on Friday.
Warm regards
Chris Hibbert

DSG Soccer Girls

Sound Production Club
The Sound Production Club has only been in
operation for two weeks, but is already making
waves (excuse the pun) amongst the learners and
within the school life. This year, the club is only for
invited learners who have expressed a thorough
interest in sound production in order to get the
club off the ground. However, the club will be
open to both DSG and St Andrews College learners
from next year.
The club is aimed at creating a space for learners
who want to learn how to produce and engineer
music of their own and for others. The club
offers them a platform and software to be able
to develop and learn new sound producing skills.
The learners are taught practical skills such as
recording, mixing and mastering with the use of
Digital Workstations (DAW) such as Fruity Loops
Studio or Adobe Audition.
The Sound Production Club follows the highly
acclaimed Rock School Sound Production
Syllabus comprising of theoretical and practical
components tested through various tasks set
out by the syllabus. The learners also have the
opportunity to enter graded Rock School Sound
Production Examinations to test their skills
and receive professional qualifications that are
recognised worldwide by the Sound Production
community.

From left to right: Zan Jonah, Simphiwe Ncube, Lukhanyiso Bomela
Seated: Jonathan Moremi

Jayson Flanagan

EN AVANT

Holy Cross School

Country Fair
For a whole lot of family fun and good food!
Saturday 8th February 2020
Country Fair from 9:00am to 12:00 noon

Where: Holy Cross School, Highlands Road, Grahamstown.
(Google maps: Holy Cross School, Grahamstown OR Take the N2 to PE –
turn right at Highlands Road (Industrial Area) and then immediately left
onto Highlands Road – proceed for 3km).
Jumping castle

Slippery Slide (bring a costume)

Traditional food

Boerewors rolls

Sweets

Cakes Tea/Coffee Face-painting
Bargain Stall
Cooldrinks

Pancakes Kiddie bicycle rides
Bompies Ginger Beer

Children’s art and craft
Plants
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St Andrew’s College & Prep / Diocesan School for Girls

Information Evening

Marketing Functions 2020

A family of three boarding schools highly regarded for excellence in all spheres of education

See you in
Botswana
10.02.2020

Please RSVP to
Vanessa Holmes
v.holmes@dsgschool.com
082 331 1152
by 06.02.2020

Monday
10 February 2020
The Daily Grind, Plot
133, Independence
Avenue (Briscoe
Attorneys Building)

Prospective parents are
warmly invited to attend an
Information Evening on our
family of leading independent
boarding schools
St Andrew’s College
The Diocesan School for Girls
St Andrew’s Preparatory
School situated in
Grahamstown (Makhanda),
Eastern Cape. Children are
encouraged to accompany
their parents. Pupils to dress in
school uniform.

www.sacschool.com

www.dsgschool.com

www.saprepschool.com

18:00 for 18:30

St Andrew’s College & Prep / Diocesan School for Girls

Information Evening

A family of three boarding schools highly regarded for excellence in all spheres of education

See you in
Cape Town
12.02.2020

Please RSVP to
Vanessa Holmes
v.holmes@dsgschool.com
082 331 1152
by 07.02.2020

Wednesday
12 February 2020
34 Eden Road
Upper Claremont

Prospective parents are
warmly invited to attend an
Information Evening on our
family of leading independent
boarding schools
St Andrew’s College
The Diocesan School for Girls
St Andrew’s Preparatory
School situated in
Grahamstown (Makhanda),
Eastern Cape. Children are
encouraged to accompany
their parents. Pupils to dress in
school uniform.

www.sacschool.com

www.dsgschool.com

www.saprepschool.com

18:00 for 18:30
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