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Dear DSG Parents
I am writing to you for the first time with an immense
sense of honour. It is a huge privilege and responsibility
to take up the reins of the DSG. She belongs to so many
people, spread across generations and continents, who
care deeply about her well-being. At the same time
as safeguarding her heritage, we, who are her current
custodians, have the duty to ensure that she leads the
way as a current, agile educator, developing strong young
women for a future of unprecedented challenge and
unlimited opportunity. This is possible if we stay abreast
of quality research and best practice in world-class
schooling, while also building on and improving our own
practical experience gained over nearly a century and a
half.

Silence
In the last few minutes before the arrival of our new
girls and their families for their introduction to DSG,
I deliberately savoured the moment of silence. This
moment passed swiftly, and Term 1 stormed out of the
blocks! Although I am new to DSG, I am familiar with
the hectic pace of a typical first term in busy schools
and I have no doubt that the programme here runs two
notches higher in a full boarding school. As I anticipate
the busy-ness of the term ahead, I instinctively realise
that making time for silence will stand all of us in good
stead and should be prioritised. Although boarding
houses never seem completely quiet, there are two
spaces of silence at our school - the Chapel on campus
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and The Monastery outdoor centre on the outskirts of town.
We spent last weekend at The Monastery with the prefect
group and had a chance to soak in the silence and natural
beauty of that space as part of the leadership camp. What a
blessing it is for our girls to have access to such a facility! On
Sunday morning we congregated for the first Chapel service
and Communion of the term, which proved to be a very
special experience, especially following the rain of the day
before. One of the joys of meeting in Chapel on Thursdays
and Sundays, as part of our weekly routine, is that it forces
us to stop and be quiet together, amidst our busy routine.
In these moments, we find our courage and perspective and
are recharged to enter the arena again; as Rev. Rachel said,
‘to cast our nets into the deeper waters’.
Butterflies
It was a joy to observe the girls descending on the school on
Thursday – like colourful butterflies, fluttering and laughing,
hugging and chattering with excitement to see each other
again.
For the new girls and their parents, the butterflies were
also fluttering in their tummies, of course. If your daughter
(and you) are experiencing this, then you should be rest
assured that you are in good company! Even the new Head
of School is in your corner! I have come to know this as the
feeling that signals to us that we are about to engage in
something important, outside our comfort zone, where we
will experience growth. The best advice is… slow down and
be mindful of today. I have advised the new girls that the
best antidote to their nerves is to reach out and support the
next person who might feel vulnerable. I have been most
encouraged thus far by the spontaneity with which the
senior girls are embracing new girls into the school, their
Houses and friendship circles. It is beautiful and appropriate
that this is our culture at the school. Each girl has a multilayered support system around her to ensure that no-one
is left behind, and every individual knows that she belongs
here. You as parents, are invited to communicate with this
support network of pastoral staff if you have any concerns.

Welcome
We were thrilled to welcome 89 new girls and several new
members of staff to DSG this term. In addition to the Grade
8s, there are new girls starting in every other grade, except
for matric. Our Grade 8 girls join us from 29 different
primary schools, 9 different countries and 5 South African
provinces (and many others who have indirect links with
many more countries and provinces). Out of the 80 Grade
8 girls, 42 have a direct family connection with DSG and/or
SAC. We extend a warm welcome to the families of new girls
to DSG and especially to those families who are joining us
for the first time. My family and I are among those of course.
We were warmly welcomed and have received nothing but
kindness from the outset. I am sure that all of us ‘newbies’
will very soon feel completely integrated in this community.
My welcome is also extended to the ‘old hats’, with the wish
for a prosperous and fulfilling year with loads of rain.
En Avant!
Kind regards

Jannie de Villiers
Head of School

Hope
I hope the holiday season afforded you time to rejuvenate,
reflect and reset for another productive year. May it be a
blessed one for all of us. In Makhanda, this means that we
are hoping for rain! We have had beautiful rain since the
start of term, but it is still critically dry in the Eastern Cape
and we require a lot more to replenish our water resources.
We are fortunate that the DSG campus is self-sustaining in
terms of water and yet we need to be very cautious with our
consumption, as ground water is also a finite resource. We
will be continuing with the alternative uniform arrangement
during the summer months of Term 1 to save on water
consumption for laundry.
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Headgirl’s Welcome Address
Parents, family members, members of the DSG community
and most importantly, to the newest crop of Girls in Green.
Good to see something green and flourishing in this drought!
I am beyond excited to welcome you to DSG – this school
is more than just a school, we are a family who are bound
together by the love we share for each other and our strong
dislike of our distinct olive green uniforms.
I remember sitting right where you are sitting now, on the
13 January 2016, beginning my journey as a DSG girl, as a
tiny Grade 8. I remember sitting in between my parents,
looking at all the other girls around me, a flight of butterflies
fluttering in my tummy. That was the one day I saw my dad
on the verge of tears, and rightfully so, because leaving
home, whether you’ve been a boarder before or not, is a
significant milestone. It is slightly scary starting this journey,
but I promise you it has been nothing but amazing for me.
My parents and I drove down from East London on that
fateful day when I began my journey as a DSG girl and I
never knew that I’d make friends from all corners of the
continent and the world. My first roommate ever, Jess, is
from Zambia and one of my friends, Lindsay, lived in Nigeria
before she came to DSG. That is what makes our school
special; we’re all different, but we all belong. I encourage
you to experience all that is beautiful about DSG – grab
every opportunity to learn, to grow, to meet new people and
to flourish in this environment.
There will be times when it is tough, but your
Housemistresses, Matric mentors, also known as
‘Sprigmistresses’ and a whole host of other people are
always here for you. You can always find someone’s bed
to invade and laugh about your problems, and as a young
woman of substance, you’ll discover that there is nothing
you cannot overcome.

Oyama Mzayidume - Headgirl 2020
At DSG, I’ve not only been privileged to have received a
world-class education, but I’ve also developed spiritually
– I was confirmed here in the Chapel, I’ve been pushed
physically and emotionally - I spent 18 days camping in the
wild on Journey, and since then, I’ve never even looked at a
bicycle because the last time I was on one, I cycled 64km in
one day in the Karoo, with the sun roasting me. The hikes,
with their many up and downhills were the perfect analogy
for DSG life, even life in general – with the right people, no
matter how smooth or frightening the road that lies ahead,
the experience is one that can only make you stronger than
you were before. The interpersonal skills I’ve learnt are
priceless – how to resolve conflict (room allocations tend to
mimic what I think will happen when World War III breaks
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out) and I’ve learnt to speak when necessary, to listen with
an open heart and to challenge my preconceived ideas of
the world. The DSG experience is this, and so much more.
I love that in my time at DSG I have had the space to be
myself: an ardent feminist, who always has her head in a
book, but spends her time thinking about ways to change
the world for the better and is willing to argue for it to
happen. There were times when I felt that I possibly might
not be “the Perfect DSG Girl” which led to my feeling
insecure about myself, but now I know that the perfect DSG
girl has nothing to do with looks or achievements – it’s how
she thinks and responds… thinks about the world, thinks
about others with metacognition and self-reflection… she
responds with an open mind, consideration, care, humility,
compassion and kindness, or firmness as she stands her

ground. I am grateful that the school has been a place
where I could make mistakes and grow, and a place where
I could learn to not be afraid to express myself… a place
where I could be more.
I wish you many happy years of girdle-tying, of dancing
with your friends in the common room, of working towards
academic, cultural and sporting pursuits and of trying to
figure out the inner workings of College boys’ minds. May
your DSG journey be fulfilling – the school looks forward to
welcoming you.
En Avant.
Oyama Mzayidume
Headgirl 2020

First Assembly
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Welcome to New Staff
At the beginning of 2020, we would like to welcome Jannie de Villiers, Simon Holderness, Belinda de Villiers, Laura
Woodhouse, Samantha Craniey, and Lara Kruiskamp to the DSG academic staff. We also welcome interns Hanna Werth and
Vuyokazi Shezi. We look forward to getting to know you and wish you a happy and successful stay within the DSG family.

Simon Holderness
Deputy Head Pupil Affairs

Samantha Craniey
Business Sudies and Maths Lit

Belinda de Villiers
Director of Music

Lara Kruiskamp
Community Engagement and LO

Laura Woodhouse
Drama

Hannah Werth
Intern: History, English and Sport

Welcome
to DSG!
Vuyokazi Shezi
Intern: History and English
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Lockdown 2020

DSG campus was full of excitement, tears, laughter,
new faces, and nerves last week as all the new
girls in Grades 9-11 started to settle into their new
homes, as well as our very special bunch of Grade
8s in Maynano House. The annual Matric and Grade
8 bonding evening that took place on Friday last
week was a huge success. This event, known as
Lockdown, had all the Grade 8s dressed up with
their Matric Mentors in stitches of laughter, as they
realised what interesting outfits you could find in
a girls’ boarding school cupboard, or even in little
Grahamstown. As the many photos of happy smiles
attest, we eventually managed to fit into the Lilla
Strong Hall. Lots of dance moves and some wooden
mic singing to ABBA was our first activity of fun with
the new Grade 8s. Nothing could beat the ABBA,
so we eventually decided to settle down and enjoy
the movie ‘Wild Child’. Thereafter we proceeded
to our respective houses to play a few games in
our common rooms, getting to know our Mentees
more. This was a lovely evening event. A huge thank
you to Sabine Renaud for the sound and tech of the
night, as well as to Charlotte Abraham and Oyama
Mzayidume for organising a successful Lockdown,
once again.

Leigh Saywood
Marketing & Media Portfolio Prefect
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Academic Report
Erin Powers (Grade 10) did not get much time to give her
brain a rest in the holidays. She worked extremely hard during
the year to successfully qualify to attend a Maths Camp in
Stellenbosch in December. The places for this camp are
limited and people who are invited to attend first must have
proven their mathematical ability.
Based on her final round results from the South African Maths
Olympiad and the Estonia Maths Open, Erin was invited to
the week-long South African Mathematics Training Camp at
Stellenbosch University. 56 high school learners attended the
Maths Camp, of which 17 were girls.
We congratulate Erin on her invitation to this camp and
commend her for giving up time in the holidays for academic
pursuits.

Prefects Camp

On Saturday the 11 January, the group of prefects for the
year 2020 gathered at the main gate of DSG to clamber on
a bus and head out to The Monastery. It is always good to
see the positive energy the girls bring to formal school events
after a holiday and this was no exception. There was plenty of
conversation, hugs and smiles as the group arrived to unpack
their bags and begin their time together at the camp.
There were various focus areas and the first day saw the
girls going through a few ice breakers where they learnt the
importance of building others up. Mr de Villiers then spoke to
the girls about his vision of leadership at DSG and he left the
girls thinking about the importance of the word ‘We’ and how

strength comes in the form of a team. Girls were then exposed
to the vocabulary needed to look for the strengths in others
and to identify strengths within themselves; something that is
very important in the context of a boarding environment. The
next session saw Dr Gentz looking at small things the girls can
do to show gratitude, empathy and kindness and to highlight
the fact that leadership is not about the ‘girdle’, but rather
the actions we take to help others around us. After braaing
marshmallows and listening to Mr Bryan play a few fireside
songs. the girls eventually retired to bed.
The second day began with the prefect team spending some
time in reflection, before attending a beautiful chapel service
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presented by Rev Rachel, overlooking the valley through
the bay window behind the altar. The College prefects
then arrived at The Monastery to cook breakfast with the
girls, before splitting into groups of six and coming up
with excellent ideas around cross-campus activities.
For the rest of the day, Mr Kevin Rafferty, who lectures
at the Rhodes Business School, presented a workshop
that looked specifically at different ways of thinking and
building a strategy to implement an idea using the ‘six
hats’ approach; looking at the idea from various angles.

The girls responded very well to this workshop and
produced some well thought out presentations that had
timelines, contact points and a clear implementation
plan.
On a camp of this nature there are thank you’s that
need to be made; thank you to Mr York for all of his
help putting the camp together, to the kitchen staff for
supplying amazing meals and to Mr Bryan for sorting out
the transport.
Simon Holderness - Deputy Head: Pupil Affairs

Exchange Programme
With the 2019 Exchange Programme proving to be
another success, it is exciting to continue the process
into 2020. The Exchange Programme takes pupils on a
journey of difference, uniqueness, and oneness. Pupils
immerse themselves in the day-to-day school routine of
a different culture over a four- to six-week period. They
then invite their exchange partners into their space for
a similar period. Trips to important sites are shared.
Pupils are invited to reflect on their experiences and
links with previous years are maintained through formal
and informal meetings. This is a fantastic opportunity
for growth and learning for those that participate, as
well as all DSG girls who get to share somewhat in the
experience.
We are extending the deadline for permission by
parents/guardians to Friday 31 January 2020 - please
send an email to b.euvrard@dsgschool.com if you
are interested and have not already done so. Girls
are required to write a one-page motivation letter
as to why they should be considered for Exchange.
Thereafter all applicants will have a conversational
interview in groups and be given more information and
details, which will be shared with parents/guardians
via email. Please see the videos created by the girls
from last year here: https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1gjOgLR8c0C6MqWoNH3aRY6oXBmmx_eqU.
Benji Euvrard

EN AVANT

23 January 2020

DSG Newsletter

Open Mic Night
The first Open Mic event of the year
was held on Saturday 18 January.
Due to the much-anticipated rain, the
event was held inside the DR Wynne
Music school auditorium. The energy
was high, and the room filled with
excitement as friends were reunited
after the holidays. The night included
wonderful performances by Janice
Ruwodo and Jocelyn Compton, Megan
Rogan, Angela Volschenk, Dali Banda
and Cally Still. Unfortunately, due
to the network problems, devices
used for backing tracks hindered
the usually easy flow of the night.
Nonetheless, the audience remained
patient and supportive and were once
again, wonderful spectators. A new
addition to the Open Mic event was
the willingness of ‘The Wall’ coffee
shop to be open in conjunction with
the event. This was a welcome addition
and a tremendous success, for which
we give Mr Webster special thanks.
Thank you also to Tyreece Burger for
her assistance in organising the event,
and to Mbali Booi and Libo Ngwenya
for being the MC’s for the night.
Jayson Flanagan
(Master-in-Charge of Open Mic)

EN AVANT

23 January 2020

DSG Newsletter

IT Crisis
Dear Parents
As I am sure you are aware, on Friday last week we
experienced a severe IT crisis which has impacted on the
networks across DSG. Our IT team is working exceptionally
hard to resolve the situation, but due to the severity of the
problem, they are having to be cautious in the way they
bring our systems back online.
May we therefore ask you to be patient with us, particularly
with administrative support systems, as we are not able
to readily access information in the same way. We will,
as always, ensure that your queries are answered and
resolved, but it may take a little longer than usual.
Many thanks for your understanding and support.
Faye Hardisty
Editor

Sports Report
The hamster wheel has rolled round again and we have
all climbed back on and are up and running for another
year. A number of new faces have joined us with the
arrival of all the new girls, especially all the Grade 8s,
and of course, do not forget the new staff, especially
those at the helm. I am pleased to be able to share
with you that we are off to a flying start and the energy
on campus amazing. There are lots of smiles and
laughter, which has created a wonderful atmosphere,
and everyone looks well rested and ready to take on
all this year has in store. From our side in the sports
department, we wish our girls, staff and parents all the
best for 2020.
There is lots to report back on, both some holiday news
and from the first week of school, so without delay,
here are the reports from the holidays…
We start with the water polo and we congratulate
the 19 DSG girls who represented Eastern Province
in the various interprovincial water polo age group
tournaments held in Johannesburg in December. It was
amazing to have so many of our players involved at
this level, gaining such incredible experience. Special
mention of Josie Apps and Lacey Cawood (who has
joined us this year in Grade 10), as they were both in
the EP U15A team which placed 2nd in the country and
they won silver medals for their efforts. We also make
special mention of Mr Evans and Ms Werth (who has
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joined us as an intern this year), for their efforts in
coaching the U14A and U14B EP water polo teams.
We also had three girls represent the Eastern Cape
Basketball Team in December, as they attended
the interprovincial basketball championships in
Johannesburg, which again provided a wonderful
opportunity for them to grow their skills.
We began the year with DSG playing host to the East
Cape Residential Girls Hockey Camp; over 80 girls from
around the country attended the Camp, making it
another resounding success. The appeal of the Camp
is ever-growing and this year there were outside
participants from as far afield as Bloemfontein, with a
couple of girls from Eunice showing real commitment
by catching the overnight bus to make the Camp. It
was again a great opportunity for the 40 DSG girls who
attended the Camp to be exposed to some wonderful
coaching from an array of highly qualified and quality
coaches.
We then moved onto the DSG Summer Sports Camp
and a number of our water polo, basketball, squash,
swimming and tennis players returned early to attend
the annual four-day sports camp before school started.
We were so impressed with all these girls for putting
in some long hours on the courts and in the pool.
Their efforts will stand them in good stead as we
enter the second half of a jam-packed summer sports
programme, which has all been crammed into the
next five weeks. Also special mention of Ms Price, Ms
Braatvedt, Ms Werth, Mr Marx, Mr Evans, Mr Loock
and Mr Mlandeli, as the coaches who also gave up their
holiday time to work at the Camp, and to Ms Marques
for putting it all together.
We then started the school year, and without hesitation
the tennis players were straight onto the court with
the annual Settlers Cup being played this past Sunday.
The DSG 1st tennis team play in this event on the first
weekend of every year, and we were off to a flying
start with comfortable wins against both Kingswood
and VG, which saw DSG running out 11-1 victors in
both matches. Our game against Union was rained out
before a ball could be hit. However, with Union having
lost to Kingswood earlier in the day, it left DSG as the
only unbeaten team and they took the title for the first
time in at least the past seven years, so the tennis team
is off to a great start in 2020.
While most of our water players were reintroducing
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themselves to the sport this past weekend after a six
week hiatus, our 1st and 15A water polo teams both had
returned early for Camp and they spent this weekend
in Port Elizabeth playing in a round of friendly fixtures
at Pearson, against Collegiate, Kingswood, Clarendon
and of course, Pearson. Both our teams were really
competitive in their matches and put in some good
performances, as well as some inconsistent ones along
the way, which was to be expected given the timing of
the event. However, it will stand them in good stead as
they head into the business end of the season, with lots
of matches and tours to look forward to for both teams.
We decided not to include the annual DSG Netball
Camp in the Summer Sports Camp before school, and
instead it was held this past weekend. 43 of our best
netball players across Grades 9-12 were put through
their paces in some intensive training sessions, led by
Ms Marques and her team of coaches. Even the much
welcome rain did not stop the netballers, as they just
moved indoors onto the squash courts to keep up with
their drills and skills. A successful Camp came to an end
with the girls gathering in Espin’s common room on
Sunday afternoon to watch some international netball
when the Protea’s took on Jamaica.
For the Grade 8 parents scouring the reports for news
of their daughters, there were U14 water polo trials
on Friday and Saturday, and this week we have started
with tennis and squash screening to place the girls into
the correct training squads. All our sports have officially
started this week, and the campus has been buzzing
in the afternoons with girls off to their various sports
practices. Girls also have until Friday this week to make
changes to their sports choices if they are not entirely
happy.
We also had all the new DSG girls out on Sunday for
a few hours where they were screened in the pool,
on the athletics track and on the bike. This is a check
on capabilities and to put systems in place to support
those who need it to make sure they become water
safe and are able to handle a mountain bike before
they get to Grade 10 and do Journey. The interhouse
swimming trials for Grade 8s was also held on Sunday
for those who were able swimmers.
Some reports on individual performances to follow
here, and in the pool and in the sea both Courtney
Repinz and Shaelyn Walker have been busy. Courtney
(pictured right) won a silver in the 50m backstroke and
a bronze in the 100m freestyle in the Inter Districts
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Provincial Gala held last weekend where she was
representing Eastern Province. While in the holidays,
Shaelyn Walker swam a number of open water
races and had some great results, finishing 5th in the
women’s open category in the 1km Aquelle Ocean
Race in early January, and then, in the 4th Nelson
Mandela Bay Open Water Series event held the
weekend before school started, she swam a national
qualifying time in the 3km race and was 1st in her age
group.
Erin Powers has also been busy with squash and
attended an elite training clinic in PE this past weekend
along with the top squash players from around the
Eastern Cape, led by Ed Razzanno.
Looking ahead at this week, there is some welcome
rain predicted so the tennis against VG on Wednesday
for 2nds and U15B’s is doubtful, however the water
polo against Kingswood should go ahead. And then
this weekend, the water polo teams are in PE for
matches against Pearson and Alex Road.
Our 1st and 2nd basketball teams are also in PE this
weekend at the annual Comets Tournament where our
1st team are defending champions.
Finally a reminder to check the latest news section on
the school website to find the details of most of the
important sports dates for events coming up in Term 1.
https://www.dsgschool.com/2020/01/16/term-1-sportdiary-2020/

Best wishes
Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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