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TO THE DSG COMMUNITY
I walk around campus and the whole place shouts
GREEN! The summer rains have painted our campus
in broad brush strokes of many shades of green over
lawns, trees, shrubs and other vegetation, which
are further decorated with an abundant sprinkling of
countless other colours. The theme continues outside
the school gates, in town, and further afield over the
Eastern Cape landscape. This must be a contender for
the most beautiful province in South Africa!
And then there is the wonderful joy of seeing Girls in Green
everywhere on campus and even in town. I enjoyed my
holiday but I must say, it is an inspirational privilege to
be back on our green campus, in our green town and
province and among the green girls of DSG. The years
of drought that this part of the country endured over the
past decade have taught us not to take green for granted.
Around here, we are acutely aware that it is the colour
of grace and growth that is not necessarily guaranteed,
and we should therefore seize the opportunity offered by
a year that starts so green!
My prayer for this year is that we may be granted the
chance to recover, rejuvenate and reclaim our territory

from Covid-19 without disruption. It was a wonderful joy
to observe the arrival of new girls and their families on
Tuesday last week. In the senior school, we welcomed
71 Grade 8s, 20 new girls in Grade 9-11 and 22 new girls
in the Junior School. The 47 new Grade 8s who joined us
from other schools to DSG Junior, came from 31 different
primary schools across the country and continent.

Click here to catch a glimpse of these
special moments.
The following day, campus turned into a beehive as the
rest of the girls arrived with shouts of excitement to see
each other again. I wish I could bottle that joy and send
it to you! It made me realise again that schooling here is
so much more than getting through the curriculum; it is a
life changing adventure!
The beautiful space on campus around The Fountain,
with the lawns and old oak in the centre, framed by the
Chapel, classroom blocs and rose garden is the heart of
the school. It is continuously transformed by the people
who frequent it during each day, and so those scenes
tell the story of our dynamic school life. Last week the
Fountain square was draped with festive marquee tents
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and lights for the new parents’ welcoming function. On
Tuesday morning the space changed into a green sea of
more than four hundred girls who gathered there for our
open-air assembly. Yesterday afternoon it looked like a
market square with tens of little stalls and a hoard of girls
who came to sign up for their clubs. In the late afternoon
it was a peaceful space with small groups of girls and
boys scattered around during open campus. By the time
a DSG girl reaches matric, she must have crossed or
visited The Fountain square a thousand times.
Speaking of matrics… Hats off to the Class of 2021 for
an astonishing performance in their final examinations.
You can read about the highlights in the matric results
newsletter. The top performers did us proud with several
results among the top 1% in the country. Although the
high-level statistics and best achievements tend to
make the headlines and posters, the real joy for us as
teachers lies in the detail of each individual’s results,
where, nearly without fail, girls achieved their best marks
to date. Matric results are not the be all and end all in
schooling but, at this moment in one’s journey, they hold
the key to the next door for most of our pupils as they
are progressing to tertiary institution across the world.

The responsibility of preparing DSG girls for their final
examinations is taken very seriously and I am immensely
proud of the fact that our teaching staff manages to guide
their pupils to exceed their own expectations, year after
year.
We are looking forward to many highlights this term
and hope to see our parents, Old Girls and friends of
DSG regularly on the sidelines, in the audiences and at
reunions. We will also be starting the countdown to DSG
150, so watch this space!
Thank you to every individual who supports and carries
our school in thought, word and deed. May God bless
our community with the green promise of Psalm 1, that
we would be ‘like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season and whose leaves do not
wither…’
En Avant!

Jannie de Villiers
Head of School

First assembly of 2022
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A well cleared land ready for the gardening project.

Rev’s Reflections
Emperor Augustus Caesar ordered a census in the Roman Empire. With a heavily pregnant wife,
Mary, Joseph went to register in Bethlehem, David’s town. While there, Jesus was born. Augustus
had other reasons for ordering the census, but God had other plans. God worked through the emperor
to set the stage for the arrival of his Son, fulfilling the prophesy about Jesus.
Welcome to 2022! I hope you had a peaceful holiday and
that the celebration of baby Jesus brought new meaning
and depth to your faith. Here at DSG, the stage is set
for another amazing new year and both pupils and staff
have settled into their daily routines.
Speaking of setting the stage, DSG has embarked on a
gardening project to be undertaken by all Grade 9s. In the
top end corner on Junior school side, work has started
with the place being ploughed, flattened and all rubble
removed. With the good rains we have had so far, there
has been need for frequent grass cutting, enabling us to
collect quite a lot of grass for mulching. Coupled with the
bountiful rains has been the frequent braais as different
groups of girls were being welcomed this year, gifting us
with buckets of ash which will be greatly needed for this
type of farming. A few staff members will be attending
training this weekend, to learn to facilitate the project.
So, indeed the stage is set, and girls will soon be planting
their gardens.
The plan is that each year, all Grade 9s will be given
a small garden. They will be taught how to grow
vegetables from seedlings to harvesting. We shall be
using the Farming God’s Way method by Grant Dryden

and the gardens are known as ‘Gardens of Faithfulness’.
You can see some of their work on their website
www.farming-gods-way.org
Girls will be responsible for planting their seedlings,
watering, and finally harvesting them when ready. For a
start, the harvested crops will be donated to the school
support staff as well as a community soup kitchen of
choice. As seasons change, girls will switch to vegetables
suitable for that season, adding to the fun.
The purpose is when a DSG girl leaves our school, she
will have acquired several skills and competencies and
among them will be farming. While the project will be
done on a small scale, there is potential for one to use
this method on a commercial scale. So, we hope that
some of our girls will consider a crop farming career,
among other things.
Another bonus of this method of farming is that it is very
cost effective and therefore easy to pass the skill on to
others.
So, watch this space.
We shall keep you posted.
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I would like to leave you with this verse to take with into the year:

“Do not be afraid, I am with you. Do not be dismayed, I am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you. I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand.”
Isaiah 41:10
En Avant!
Love and blessings!

Rev Rachel

A DSG parents’ prayer group was started in 2020 and now
boasts 34 participants. We pray for anything and everything
that requires prayers concerning girls, staff, parents, and the
surrounding community. Prayer points are posted on the
WhatsApp group every Thursday for which we pray as the
Spirit leads. This year, we plan to occasionally hold virtual
prayer sessions to get to know each other more.
Please join us in this worthy cause by sending a message
to Franci Ellis on 083 611 5859 or Rev Rachel on
081 453 7339 / r.ssekimpi@dsgschool.com

Let us lift our school to our creator
in a mighty way.
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CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE FULL ARTICLE

Jemma Boonzaier, Duda Indiphile and Sarah Floquet were placed in the top 1% in the country
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Welcome to our newest
GIRLS IN GREEN

The campus came to life after a long and restful holiday on 11 January, with the arrival of the
newest members of our DSG family. There was immense excitement and energy in the air, as the girls
familiarized themselves with their new home and met their new friends who will soon become their
“sisters”. The girls ended their orientation with their first Chapel service, after which they had to bid
farewell to their parents. There were tears, hugs, hen more tears and more hugs, but within a few
minutes, the girls were scampering off, arm in arm, as if they had been friends for a lifetime.
We would like to wish all our new girls and their parents a happy journey as valued members of our
DSG community!
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“Arriving at DSG was scary, the butterflies refused
to leave my stomach. The DSG staff and peers
welcomed me and that made an enormous
difference. I spent the first week learning the do’s
and don’ts followed by the time of my life at the
monastery. Despite the spiders I only had a touch
of homesickness. My first week at DSG has set the
bar exceedingly high for the rest of my
schooling career.”

Rachel Murray
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Ice Breakers
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“Orientation was incredibly
fun, I met really cool people.
DSG high school has been
genuinely nice. Reuniting with
my friends from the Grange
was awesome but expanding
my friendship circle has
been great.”

Sali
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And so the journey begins
Our Grade 8 Orientation period started in the afternoon of Monday 10 January with the day girls
coming for High Tea. This was to allow them to meet all the staff and prefects and to wander through
the whole house before it became overrun with 60 boarders. In a relaxed manner, we were able to
explain how Manyano works and that it is as much the day girls second home as it is the boarders.
The afternoon ended off with an impromptu game of 30 Seconds with the prefects and it wasn’t that
easy for parents to get their girls to leave at the end of the day.
On Tuesday we welcomed all our boarders for their first
night in Manyano. After a very full and quite emotional
day, I am happy to report that they all fell asleep without
any tears. The girls then went into a three-day orientation
period where they met people from all the different areas
of our school and were introduced to all the opportunities
available to them at DSG. We also did eye screening,
and the girls attended a study skills workshop presented
by Elevate to ensure that they started their high school
career with some useful study tips. At times it felt like
an information overload, and we saw girls with big eyes
looking somewhat overwhelmed. We, however, kept
reassuring them that it wouldn’t take long to settle into
a routine, stop getting lost and start to feel like they are
getting on top of things. I am happy to report that at the
end of their first full week in class the girls are reporting
just this!
To end our Orientation programme, we went up to The
Monastery for the weekend, where both our day girls and
boarders could interact in a beautiful, neutral setting.
Here the Grade 8s had the opportunity to engage with
as many different people as possible to start to forge
new friendships and to enhance bonds that had already
started to form. The Matrics joined the Grade 8s for a
braai on the Friday night, and they spent time together
in house groups getting to know each other so that
mentor-mentee pairs could be established. A system
that provides the Grade 8s with a ‘big sister’ to have their

backs over the year. The time spent with the Matrics was
a highlight of the weekend and I heard from so many,
“We just LOVE our Matrics”.
Saturday night was spent with just the Grade 8s where
they engaged in activities which again encouraged them
to speak to as many different people in their grade as
possible. The speed dating, where they were given some
really interesting questions to ask each other, caused
much hilarity and broke down any remaining barriers of
shyness. The smores made over a fire that evening was
also one of the highlights of our time at the Monastery, as
were the late-night chats after the staff had been around
to put everyone to bed. The bugs and spiders that
they encountered in their dorms, however, were not a
highlight but it was amazing to see how some conquered
their fears in this regard, and how others became good
spider catchers to save their friends.
There were moments of homesickness over this period
but there was always someone around to give a hug
or to help distract girls when they felt like this and the
overwhelming conclusion at the end of it all was that the
orientation period had been good and that DSG definitely
seemed like a good place to be.

Jane Jarvis
House Director – Manyano House
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“This week has been really stressful but really fun.
I met people who came from various parts of the
world, that was an amazing experience. Getting my
way around the campus and finally attending class
must be one of my highlights. I miss my parents
however I enjoyed the activities at the monastery.
Thank you to the teachers for making it
memorable.”

Liya

“I loved the monastery so much! I got close with
people I was not close with and even closer to the
people I had already met. I loved being with the
Matrics and bonding with them. Staying up late
and taking polaroid pictures is something I will
never forget, Memories I made are ones to be
cherished for life. I haven’t been at DSG for a long,
but I can feel that this is the place to be.”

Zara-Lee
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“The monastery camps were
nice, we got to learn each other’s
personalities. I made strong
bonds with many girls. Meeting
the Matrics and forming those
bonds was super amazing,
overall, I can’t wait for my
next visit.”

Lisa Mjali
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Exceptional Estelle
DEBATING RESULTS
Estelle ranked 1st in the Eastern Cape
Provincial Debate Championship and
went on to qualify for the Eastern Cape
debate team of 2021. She was then
selected to compete in the SA Senior
trials where she qualified for the
SA A team in 2022. Estelle now
represents a select group of highly
prestigious debaters trained to compete
on an international level. She is ranked
among the best speakers in the
country and has consistently
demonstrated exceptional talent
as a debater.
Estelle Minas

The following girls had been selected at the Eastern
Cape Schools debating trials and participated in a series
of debates against some of the best debaters in the
province over the holidays.

THE RESULTS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Juniors:
Anne Cuthbert received a bronze award for her
speaking average.
Kwezi Majavu qualified for SA trials as a reserve for the
Junior Division and ranked 13th in the junior tab.

Vuyokazi Shezi
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A way with words

DSG’S PRIZED POET

1ST PLACE IN PRESTIGIOUS
POETRY COMPETITION
We are delighted to announce that
Tyler Wratten, Grade 11,
won the Youth category in the very
prestigious Poetry Competition,
Poetry In McGregor, with her
captivating and very moving poem,
The November Clivias.
To remind you of her outstanding entry,
please refer to the 12 November 2021
Newsletter.
Congratulations Tyler, we look forward
to see more of work!

Tyler Wratten
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Sport
SWIMMING RESULTS
Three of our swimmers were selected to participate
in the Inter Provincial gala over the week-end in
Outshoorn. Three Provinces participated:
Eden Aquatics, Buffalo Aquatics and NMB Aquatics.
Conditions were 42°
College swimmer
ADAM NURSE (boys 15/16)
100 breast - 6th
50 breast - 5th
Two DSG swimmers
EMILY WALKER (girls 13/14)
100 breast - 4th
KHWEZI JACOBS (girls 13/14)
50 fly - silver
100 free - silver
50 breast - silver
50 free - gold
Girls 13/14 free relay and the medley relay - gold

Sheena Price
DSG | SAC Swimming Coach

Emily Walker

Khwezi Jacobs
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Just Play.
Have Fun.
Enjoy the Game.
Michael Jordan
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The buzz
ON CAMPUS

E N A VA N T

NEW BEGINNINGS | 21 JANUARY 2022

CLUB SIGN UPS
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It’s Friday!
Time to go make stories
for Monday!
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