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Junior School

NEWSLETTER

19 NOVEMBER 2021

VALUE: RESILIENCE

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
We are nearing the end of the first uninterrupted term
since the pandemic began! Events have been able to
take place as scheduled, and we have seen a return to
spectator sport. The Grade 7 production of Harriet will take
place next weekend, and we look forward to welcoming
parents, grannies, grandpas, siblings and other family
members to the audience. The girls have been hard at
work - I have loved watching the props and costumes
gather in Ms Bellingham’s art room.

Summer holidays are just around the corner, the staff and
girls are looking forward to a well-deserved rest. For the
team at DSG Junior, this is a time of reflection on what
we have done well and what we can improve on. We
have many new and exciting plans for 2022, and we look
forward to sharing our ideas and philosophies with you
early next year. We also welcome any suggestions or
feedback you may have for us.
We look forward to seeing you at Prize-Giving on 30
November and invite you to join us for tea and a chat
afterwards. We would also love to see you all at the
Carols by Candlelight later that evening. Bring a picnic
basket and come and enjoy an evening of song, seeing
out the school year and celebrating our many blessings!

Spring has finally arrived in Makhanda. As an exHighvelder, I’m not sure I will ever get used to the longer
winters and the later Spring, but it has been worth the
wait. Makhanda and its surroundings are green with the
regular and plentiful rain we have had lately, and the air En Avant!
feels fresh and clean. Our campus is in full bloom - the
gorgeous roses, a legacy from the past headmaster, Ms Jane Ritchie
Bruce Probin, add a sweet fragrance to the air.
DSG Junior Headmistress
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Reflections from Rev
We live in a world that is changing so fast that often
one does not know whether one is coming or going.
Together, with the pace, we are bombarded with so
much fake stuff, which is well disguised as genuine.
This includes the way scripture is being interpreted.
New doctrines are surfacing fast and are turning
many away from the truth.

19 NOVEMBER 2021

Until
We AT
Meet
Again
TWO WEEKS
A GLANCE

Friday 19 November
Farewell
Kitty Lorraine
U11 Tennis Tournament (KC)
Saturday 20 November
The Grange end-of-year outing to Port Alfred
22 - 26 November
Grade 7 Play rehearsals
Grade 7 Talk with Basil Mills

It is my prayer that we may all stand firm on
God’s Word. His Word never fails. It is the truth.
God’s Word will never return to him empty, but
what God has promised he fulfils. Let us not be
overwhelmed and deceived by what the world
offers, but stay focused on God keeping his
Word in our hearts. Let us ask God to strengthen
us to stand on his Word. To believe in Christ the
solid rock as all other ground is sinking sand.

Saturday 27 November
17:30 for 18:00
Grade 7 Play production - NELM (Amazwi) theatre
(Grade 7 parents only)

Help us Lord to stand on your Word in all
circumstances. To stand firm!

Monday 29 November
18:00 Grade 7 Leaver’s Dinner - Highlander
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BIG SCHOOL here we come!
On Friday, 11 November 2021 the 2022 prefect body organized a small, intimate gathering with the Grade 7s. The idea
was for the girls to introduce themselves, get to know each other better, ask any burning questions about high school
and above all else, have fun.

26 November
11:00 Grade 7 Play production for the girls
NELM (Amazwi) theatre

Tuesday 30 November
10:00 Prizegiving - Chapel
11:30 Tea afterwards with parents
12:00 Girls can go home and then return for
the compulsory carol service
18:00 Carol service - DSG Junior field
Wednesday 1 December
Travel Day

Love & blessings

Birthday Wishes!

Rev Rachel

28 December
Ms Sindi Mambinja

NOVEMBER
24 November
Naledi Zhungu

29 December
Mr Virgil Matrass

29 November
Cwenga Maswana

JANUARY

DECEMBER
10 December
Amoré Jansen van Rensburg
19 December
Ruby Painting

2 January
Samantha Wienand
4 January
Esona Pantshwa
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PUPIL DEVELOPMENT
THROUGH EMBODIMENT
with Cindy Fumbata and Arisa Heald

Over the last couple of weeks, The Pupil Development
department launched a new programme in the
Junior School. We’ve had the pleasure of working
with the grade 6s and 7s, unpacking themes around
emotional self-regulation, the labelling of their own
emotions, conflict resolution and affirming each other.
We played a few games with them like building a
giraffe or a raging sea with their bodies, teaching the
girls the importance of teamwork and communication.
We

also

shared

the

BOLD

model

with

them.

B- breathe. We taught them that it’s important to take a
deep breath when one is upset and if necessary, step
away from the incident and return when one is calmer.

O- observe. It’s important to take note of all the facts and
ask questions before jumping to conclusions.
L- listen. We taught them that listening is a significant

component of conflict resolution.

D- decide. This component empowers them to make a
decision from a place of empathy.

The BOLD model is particularly important at that
developmental stage, because children in this age
group struggle to hold the duality of good and bad in
themselves, let alone in others, so you’ll often find that
if a friend of theirs is mean to them, they struggle to
integrate the reality of their friend being fallible, as well
as warm, funny and a joy to be around. Models like
this allow children to slow down, take a step back and
observe themselves and others in non-judgmental ways.
We’re excited to be expanding into the Junior
School and look forward to exploring more themes
such as kindness and friendship in the future.

Ms Cindy Fumbata
Driector of Pupil Development
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Welcome to the Family!
The Grade 4s of 2022 got a wonderfully warm
DSG welcome from our current Grade 4s!
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THE SPORT’S REPORT
SWIMMING
Arabella Duggan, Wemi Babalola, Michaela Blaine and
Jaime Mote swam in the PEA Winter Gala this past
weekend with over 300 swimmers from all over South
Africa. These girls swam in very competitive age groups
and achieved outstanding results.
Jamie Mote achieved SA Junior National qualifying times
in the 200m Individual Medley, 100m butterfly, 100m,
200m and 400m freestyle, and was part of a relay team
that won gold for the 200m freestyle relay.
It is indeed true when they say “Dynamite comes in
small packages”. This can certainly be said about
Arabella who managed to swim level 3 qualifying
times for 200m breaststroke and 100m backstroke.
Michaela also did us proud by achieving a
qualifying time for 200m backstroke.
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WATER POLO
The U13A water polo team attended the Kingswood College U13
Waterpolo Festival. The girls played numerous games, during which
they were challenged to develop character, whilst learning new match
play tactics. Some of our opposition included Glenwood, Oakhill, St
George’s Primary, Stirling and Kingswood. Our toughest opponents
were Clarendon Girls Primary, Collegiate and Hudson Park. The girls
managed to win six of the nine games they played.

SOCCER
Our soccer stars played a friendly match against
Oatlands. The girls thoroughly enjoyed the game and
displayed great sportsmanship and hospitality towards
their opponents. The final score was 1-0 to DSG.
We look forward to playing more fixtures in the new season.

level 3

Wemi achieved outstanding results and achieved level 2
qualifying times for all her events.
Our water babies have been keeping busy this season.
Last Tuesday six schools gathered in our Aquatic Centre
for the annual Dolphin Shield Gala. There was great
excitement as this was the first time this year where
spectators were allowed. The girls swam their hearts
out, winning all the shields across all the various age
categories. We would like to thank the following schools
for the healthy competition Bedford Primary, Kingwood,
Port Alfred, St Andrew’s Prep, DSG and a special
thank you to Victoria Primary for hosting the gala.

TENNIS
The U13 tennis team played against Kingswood. The girls
won 58 - 56 after playing singles and doubles. Well done,
girls.
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Grade 4s Explore Makhanda
This is a continuation from the last newsletter when the Grade 4s visited Joza township
and as you can see they have completed their Settlement project models of the
township areas they visited.

Mrs Lisa Micklewright
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THIS WEEK’S GIRLS IN GREEN
This week we meet Isabella, Grade 4, who would like to be a horse therapist when she is older; Elam, Grade 6, who
dreams saving lives as a surgeon; Phillipa, Grade 6, a future scientist, Sarah, Grade 6, who will cook up a storm as a
chef, and Emma, Grade 7, who would like to learn how to surf. Then we have three Grade 7s, Anke (all the way from
Dar es Salaam), Elizabeth and Mila, who all see themselves working as psychologists one day!

What do you love about DSG? My friends
What do you want to be when you grow up? A
scientist

ISABELLA
ABLORT-MORGAN

What do you like doing for fun? Cooking, playing
tennis and shopping

Nickname/s: I don’t have any!
Grade: 4
Day Girl or boarder?
Boarder
Where do you come from?
I live on a farm.

Nickname/s: Sar, Sarbear, S-bug
Grade: Grade 6

Where do you come from? I live in
Makhanda

When is the last time you made someone smile?
I’m going to make someone smile when I pass exams.

What makes your home so special? The Arts Festival

What is something you want to learn how to do?
Sew

What do you like doing for fun? Sport

What do you love about DSG? My friends and education

Who makes you smile?
My family

What is something you want to learn how to do? To
do a bridge with my body

What do you want to be when you grow up? A surgeon

What makes you laugh? My pets

When is the last time you made someone smile?
This morning

PHILLIPA HUXTABLE

What makes you laugh? My sister Elizabeth

Nickname/s: Pips, Pippa

What is something you are really looking forward
to? Holiday

Grade: Grade 6

What is your favourite thing about DSG? Squash

Day Girl or Boarder?
Boarder

What do you want to be when you grow up? I want
to be a horse therapist or something else

Where do you come from?
G Town (Makhanda)
What makes your home so special? Potholes and
donkeys
What do you like doing for fun? Swim/play with my
pups

Grade: Grade 6

What is something you want to learn how to do?
Surf and skateboard

Day Girl or Boarder? Boarder

What makes you laugh? Today

Where do you come from? I come from Mthatha.

What is something you are really looking forward to?
Holiday
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What do you want to be when you grow up?
I’m not sure what I want to be just yet.

What do you like doing for fun? Netball and art

What is something you are really looking forward to?
Holidays

Nickname/s:
Pebe, Ella wela, Elam P, Elsy,
Ma-E

What do you love about DSG? My favourite thing
about DSG are the lovely teachers, my friends and the
chocolate muffins.

Day Girl or Boarder? Day girl

What makes your home special? My home is special
because of the freedom and the animals.

ELAM PETSE

What is something you are really looking forward
to? I am really looking forward to grade 8 and the
Christmas holidays.

What is something you want to learn how to do?
Gymnastics

What makes you laugh? My family and friends

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today
What makes you laugh? My funny friends

SARAH LLOYD
What makes your home so special? My family and
loadshedding

What is something you want to learn how to do?
I would like to learn how to surf.

ANKE DU PLESSIS
Nickname/s: None
Grade: Grade 7
Day Girl or Boarder? Boarder

What is something you are really looking forward
to? Spending time with my family on Christmas
What do you love about DSG? The teachers and my
friends
What do you want to be when you grow up? I want to
be a chef

EMMA RICHARDSON
Nickname/s: Em, Emma Bear

Where do you come from? Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania
What makes your home so special? The beautiful
beaches and the different foods
What do you like doing for fun? I like drawing and
singing
What do you like doing for fun? Drawing and singing
What is something you want to learn how to do?
I want to learn how to write comics
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today when we were in the Manyano house

Grade: Grade 7
Day Girl or Boarder? Day
girl

What makes you laugh? Cat videos

Where do you come from?
I come from Makhanda.

What is something you are really looking forward to?
Being in a new place with new people

What makes your home so special? My school,
family and friends

What do you love about DSG? Mama C and thinking
sweets

What do you like doing for fun? I like swimming,
listening to music and playing netball.

What do you want to be when you grow up?
A psychologist
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MILA STRYDOM

ELIZABETH
SEARLE

DSG CLASS OF
2031
MEETING THE
HEADMISTRESS

Nickname/s: Minx, Milo, Mila-moooo

Nicknames: Liz, Lizzy

Grade: Grade 7

Grade: Grade 7

Day Girl or Boarder? Day girl

Day Girl or Boarder? Day girl

Where do you come from? I live
in Makhanda

Where do you come from?
Makhanda
What makes your home so special? The donkeys
and potholes
What do you like doing for fun? I like baking,
drawing, dancing and listening to music.
What is something you want to learn how to do?
Crochet a jersey
When is the last time you made someone smile?
2 minutes ago

What makes your home so special?
The people around me (friends and family)
What do you like doing for fun? Cycling and listening
to music
What is something you want to learn how to do?
To speak fluent Thai
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Just now

What makes you laugh? People

What makes you laugh? Spending time with my goofy
friends

What is something you are really looking forward
to? Seeing my family in December

What is something you are really looking forward to?
Going to High School

What do you love about DSG? My friends

What do you love about DSG? The close bond that I
have with my classmates

What do you want to be when you grow up?
A psychologist or archaeologist

What do you want to be when you grow up? A forensic
psychologist

LEST WE FORGET
On Sunday 14 November the DSG Junior boarders joined, St Andrew’s Prep
and College, Kingswood College, Graeme College, Victoria Girls and various
members of the community including serving members of the army and police
force, and ex-servicemen, to pay tribute to the men and women of the Makhanda
District who served in the armed forces and gave their lives for freedom. It was
a moving service and the girls laid wreaths at the foot of The War Memorial
alongside the Cathedral. On their leisurely walk home, the girls enjoyed icecreams from Friesland.
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Soaring into the weekend

Happy Friday!
E N AVA N T

