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To the DSG community
It is an inevitability of the human experience to find
oneself, some or other time, in a situation where you
feel misrepresented by those who express an untrue
or unfair opinion out of ill will, ignorance or fear. The
amount of energy that it takes to set the record straight
can be draining and stressful. It is therefore tempting
to be infuriated by misrepresentation, but this usually
makes matters worse. A wise ex-colleague once said
to me, ‘A great man is not easily offended’. The most
effective way to bring about perspective and build
trust under such circumstances is through consistency
in actions and words, without succumbing to the
temptation to pick up the battle axe.

There are countless examples of great leaders in history
who understood and lived by this wisdom. Nelson
Mandela must be the best known in recent history. But,
in Jesus Christ, the foundation of our faith and school,
we have the most inspirational role model on how to
respond to misrepresentation in a non-confrontational
way and still have a huge impact in the world.
One of my DSG colleagues recently shared with me a
devotional piece by Richard Rohr in which the powerful
character of God, as manifested in Jesus, is illustrated by
highlighting his alternative, gentler approach, including
towards those who wished to harm and discredit him
with untruths and misrepresentation. I would like to
share this with you and hope it encourages you if ever
you experience a situation where fight or flight seems to
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be the instinctive options.
“The God imaged by Jesus exerts no dominating
supremacy. In Christ, we see an image of a God who is
not armed with lightning bolts but with basin and towel,
who spewed not threats but good news for all, who rode
not a warhorse but a donkey, weeping in compassion
for people who do not know the way of peace. In Christ,
God is supreme, but not in the old discredited paradigm
of supremacy: God is the supreme healer, the supreme
friend, the supreme lover, the supreme life-giver who
self-empties in gracious love for all. The King of kings is
the servant of all and the friend of sinners. The so-called
weakness and foolishness of God are greater than the
so-called power and wisdom of human regimes. Jesus
who went to a lonely hilltop and made his lament is
the One who shows us the way. He found his vision,
humbled himself, and saved his people.”
These comforting words brought peace to my heart in
this time of hyper-connectivity, online noise, intense
emotion and mass information that has created the
volatile, uncertain, confusing, ambiguous (VUCA)

world that we and our children now inhabit. We have a
mammoth task as modern schools and modern parents,
not only to protect but also to equip our children with
the values, competencies and character they need to
navigate this world with success, purpose and peace.
This responsibility has been front and centre, from the
outset, in the strategy development process of the DSG
leadership and Council, towards our 150th anniversary
in 2024, and further into the 21st century. More about
the exciting countdown towards DSG 150 will be shared
in due course.
It was a pleasure to socialise with current, new and
prospective DSG families in Johannesburg this past
week, and to witness their enthusiasm for our beautiful
school and community. Like them, I am beyond excited
about the adventure ahead!
En Avant!

Jannie de Villiers
Head of School
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Rev’s Reflections
I always get amazed at speeches where there are
interpreters. Usually, a speaker would say one sentence
and the interpreter responds with one or two sentences.
But there are times when a speaker says one sentence,
but the interpreter responds with a paragraph. Most likely
that interpreter has added in his/her own words.
Sometimes, this is how we interpret life. We interpret
it based on our past or other people’s experiences.
Something happens and we start adding stuff on it to
justify its occurrence. This can be misleading and bound
to cause us pain and misery.
We can, however, learn a lesson from Joseph and the way
he reacted when he saw his brothers. He said to them,
“And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save
lives that God sent me ahead of you” Genesis 45: 5.
En Avant!
He did not interpret his life based on the event of being
sold to the Ishmaelites but what God made of the event.

Jannie de Villiers

No matter what we are going through, good, or bad, God
can use it for hisHead
good.ofPaul
reminds us, “We know that all
School
things work together for good for those who love God, who
are called according to his purpose” Romans 8:28.
We live in a world with very real problems, and we need to
have very real answers. But even when a situation seems
senseless, we do not have to know how we shall make it
through, but instead to trust God to come through for us.
In other words, while the situation may not change, we
need to pray that we start changing to align our will with
God’s plan.
Jesus came not just to provide access to Heaven, but for
His Kingdom to break through into our everyday lives. We
say this in the Lord’s prayer: “May your Kingdom come;
may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” Matthew
6:4.
So, when times of suffering hit us, or when things go wrong
in the life of someone near us, we should not despair, but
rather have hope that God has got it and will make it work
together for our good.
Love and blessings

Rev Rachel
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WINTER
SPORTS
AWARDS
BASKETBALL
Honours: 			
Colours: 			

Erin Powers
Shaylynne Kivitts

HOCKEY
Colours:

Ciara Frances

Colours Re-Award:
		
		
		
		
		
		
				

Chelsea Lennett
Nikki Du-Toit
Indipile Ndamase
Enya Kemp
Josie Apps

Half-Colours Re-Award: Olivia Davidson
		
Nicky Voges
		
Team Award:
Zaza Swift
		
		
Annie Sutherland
		
		
Erin Lowe
		
		
Jamie Campbell
				
Morgan Du Plessis
Team Re-Award:
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Lauren Viljoen
Riley Cawse
Jane Dixie
Jessica Ovendale
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NETBALL
Team Award: 		
Francesca Behr
				Riley Cawse
				Summer Barratt
				Simamkele 		
				
Mgudlandlu
				Tami Morris
				
Olivia Davidson
Team Re-Award:
		
		

Basketball Honours
CITATION FOR ERIN POWERS
The recipient of this award has been a member of the
DSG 1st Team since 2019. Although she started playing
basketball late in 2019, she moved up the basketball
ranks quickly. Erin is a talented athlete in many sporting
disciplines, but it is on the basketball court where
some of her talent and hard work has come to the
fore and paid off. She has regularly and consistently
shown dedication and commitment to basketball.

Jessica Coxwell
Wama Polo

Half – Colours: 		
Zanele Diko
				Erin Powers
HORSE RIDING
Half-Colours: 		

Her first tournament was the PE Comets Tournament
in 2020, where DSG 1st team won the tournament and
Erin was selected to be part of the All-Star Team. She
followed this up by being instrumental in DSG winning
the Eastern Cape Schools Basketball Tournament and
she was again selected as an All Star. In addition to her
achievements in the DSG 1st Team, Erin has played in
the Eastern Province basketball league for the Rhodes
University Titans Ladies Basketball club team.

Hannah Jones

Team Award: 		
Emma Jewell
				Lily Bowker
				Abigail Burton
				Mia Jenner
				
Bella Rodwell
				
Mea Coetzer
				Rebecca Jones
SQUASH
Colours: 			
			

Erin Powers
Lise-Mari Coetzee

TENNIS
Colours: 			
Team Award: 		

Lise-Mari Coetzee
Lucy Pringle
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Above: Erin in action on the basketball court this week
Below: Erin with her fellow SA u17 representatives

Erin was recently selected for the Eastern Cape
Windbreakers Ladies Basketball team, being the open
provincial franchise team participating in the Basketball
National League - the premier basketball league in the
country. The 2021 BNL season runs over October and
November at Wembley Stadium in Johannesburg, and
Erin will be the youngest participant in the league this year.
In 2021 Erin was selected for the Eastern Cape Schools
basketball team and was invited to SA U17 basketball
trials and this is when Erin was selected for the SA
U17 Ladies National Basketball team that will be part
of Team South Africa to participate in the multi-sport
AUSC Zone 5 Youth Games in Lesotho in December
2021, being one of the youth top flight women’s team
tournament of FIBA’s African Region.
Erin not only has talent and grit but has an outstanding
training ethic, as well as a very positive attitude to
everything that she does. She is an effective player with
great efficiency. She loves the game and is one of our
best players. It is therefore with great pleasure that we
award Erin with Honours for Basketball.
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MAKING A

BIG SPLASH!!

Khwezi Jacobs fastest in SA & Africa

Khwezi
Jacobs
(Grade
8)
represented
South Africa at the 14th Africa Junior
Swimming Champs in the 14-17 age group.
She competed in the 50m breaststroke, 100m
butterfly and 50m freestyle events, swimming
personal best times in all three events, thereby
quantifying her standing as the fastest 14-year-old
in South Africa and Africa in two of her three events.
Khwezi's results were as follows
• 50m breaststroke 4th overall and fastest 14-yearold in another personal best time of 36.14s
•

50m freestyle 6th overall and 2nd 14-yearold with a new personal best time of 27.78

•

For the 100m butterfly, Khwezi is ranked as the
top swimmer in her age group in South Africa and
Africa, finishing as the fastest 14-year-old and 5th
overall in another personal best time of 1.08.59

First League Gala Results
The 1st A league Gala took place in Gqberha (Port
Elizabeth) this past week-end after a hiatus of six
months and was attended by six of our DSG girls
who were very happy to be able to race against their
peers once again.
COURTNEY REPINZ (18)
50m freestyle 1st
100mfreestyle 3rd
SOFIA GOEDHART (17)
50m breaststroke 2nd
200m Individual Medley 3rd
THATEGO PIE (16)
50m Breaststroke 2nd
200m IM 3rd
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DSG HOSTS ECA SHORT COURSE GALA
DSG was delighted to host the ECA Short Course Gala this past weekend, our swimmers are growing from strength
to strength and are starting to get back into racing mode. The competitors comprised all the club swimmers from
the Nelson Mandela Bay and Buffalo Aquatics regions.
Ms Sheena Price
ELIZABETH LAKE (15-16)
50m Backstroke 2nd
200m IM 2nd
100m Breaststroke 2nd
50m Breaststroke 2nd
100m Freestyle 5th

Interview with Khwezi and Sheena
EMILY WALKER (13)
50m Breaststoke 1ST
100m Butterfly 2ND with a Junior National
qualifying time 1.12.95
100m Breaststroke 1st
50m Backstroke 1st
100m Freestyle 6th
KIMBERLY KABIRI (14)
50m breaststroke 4th
100m breaststroke 6th
200m IM 7TH
50m Freestyle 7TH
50m Butterfly 6TH
100m Freestyle 10TH.
CASEY JOUBERT (14)
100m back 2nd
200m IM 3RD WITH A -6.92 Improvement
50m Freestyle1ST
50m Butterfly 4TH
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EMMA PODEASTA (17 AND OVER)
50m Backstroke 1st
50m Butterfly 1st
100m Backstroke 2nd

COURTNEY REPINZ (17 AND OVER)
50m Butterfly 3rd
50m Backstroke 3rd
100m IM 3rd
50m Backstroke 4th
50m Freestyle 5th

MICAELA WILMOT (15-16)
50m Freestyle 2nd
50m Backstroke 3rd
200m IM 3rd
200m Freestyle 3rd
100m Backstroke 3rd
100m Freestyle 4th
CASEY JOUBERT (13-14)
50m fly 3rd
100m back 4th
50m back 5th
200m IM 6th
100m Freestyle 11th
50m Freestyle 8th
KHWEZI JACOBS (13-14)
100m Freestyle 1st
200m Freestyle 1st
200m IM 2nd
50m Butterfly 2nd
100m IM 2nd
EMILY WALKER (13 -14)
100m breaststroke 1st
50m breaststroke 2nd
100m Butterfly 2nd
100m IM 3rd
50m Freestyle 4th
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Water Polo Tour 2021

Josie Apps

The water polo tour to Johannesburg was the first tournament with our new
team. It started with a few very close matches in the pool stages where
we ended third in our pool. We then played our cross pool match in which
we fought very hard but came off second best to the strong Durban Girls
College side. In our placement match, we played Pearson and won the
game convincingly to be placed 11th. The tournament was long but the
team showed resilience and pushed through. Considering it was our first
big tournament as a new team, the girls can be very proud of how hard they
have worked and how we played. It was also an amazing tournament as
the team has now gained massive match experience as we had lost a lot of
game time and match play due to COVID. I cannot wait to continue training
and working hard with the team and to compete in our next tournament.

Jessica Stevens

Excitement was high amongst the U14A polo team as we travelled
to our first-ever senior school polo tournament - Roedean 2021.
We started strong with a good win over Reddam Bedfordview and went on
to win all of our other pool matches, the highlight being a good win over a
strong St Anne’s team. Topping Pool B meant we automatically qualified
for the quarter-finals and the knock out section of the tournament. We
came up against Collegiate in the quarters and secured a solid win to
make the semis. Early Sunday morning, we faced an unbeaten DGC
team and had our work cut out after going 1-0 down early on. We
fought back to win 6-4 and have a place in the finals. The finals against
Saints was very competitive -we were level until the last chukka when
Saints finished strong to beat us narrowly by two goals. We are very
proud of our silver medals. Thank you to Ms Werth, Mrs Gamiet and
all the coaches for believing in us and supporting us in Johannesburg.
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THE GRADE 11 LEADERSHIP CAMP
“Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from serious learning.
But for children play is serious learning. Play is really the work of
childhood.”- Fred Rogers
This past weekend the Grade 11s took part in a 2-day Leadership
Camp. One day was spent up at the Monastery which as always,
provided a wonderful environment for calm and reflection. There
were several activities designed to provoke careful thought
and introspection specifically around one’s strengths and those
of others but at the core, it was important for everyone to have
fun. Often I call Arisa Heald, who consults for DSG in the Pupil
Development department, the CFO- Chief Fun Officer because she
has a wonderful way of designing games that engage people in
light-hearted ways that get one moving, laughing and smiling while
learning a valuable lesson and this weekend was no exception.
There was plenty of fun and laughter which is particularly important
for the Grade 11s gearing up towards exams but it was important
to incorporate lessons about communication, body language,
emotional regulation and reflection and teamwork in fun ways.
One of the camp activities included a reflective hike led by Mr
Clint York, a strength-finding exercise led by Mr Simon Holderness
where each learner’s peers identified what they believed to be their
top strengths, dancing and affirmation station. Affirmation station is
based on the premise that human beings have an undeniable need
to be affirmed, seen, acknowledged and celebrated for who they
are and the uniqueness they bring to a space. By the end of the
session, each learner had an A4 piece of paper where their peers
wrote down things they admire and enjoy about them.
One of the highlights of the camp was a cook-off. The Grade 11s
were given 1 hour and 30 minutes to prepare a main course and
dessert from scratch. They were evaluated on their teamwork,
creativity, theme, time management and taste. We told them to take
us on a culinary journey and they did not disappoint! The judging
panel was entertained by mini-plays and musical numbers that were
witty, creative and incredibly well-executed before being served the
most scrumptious and well-presented meals.
I commend the Grade 11s for showing up, being present and
working so well together. Well done, grade 11s!

Cindy Fumbata
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“Play is often talked about as if it were
a relief from serious learning. But
for children play is serious learning.
Play is really the work of childhood.”
Fred Rogers
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Journey Prep Begins at
Grade 9 Camp!
On Thursday afternoon last week, seventy-seven excited Grade 9 girls and four members of staff embarked
on a hike that would mark the start of the Grade 9 outdoor education experience. Leaving at 9 am the route
started at Grey Dam and then continued up and over Mountain Drive and another couple of valleys before
arriving at the Monastery, having completed 18km of hiking in total with a fully packed hiking bag.
The first night the grade was split into three equal-sized groups with each group of roughly twenty-six girls
spending a night camping down in the lower valley on the farm where they cooked all their meals on gas
cookers and sat around a bonfire at night with hot chocolate and biscuits.
Each day the groups did hikes starting at 09h00 in the morning and finishing before 16h00 in the afternoon.
Every day was a different route and experience, and for those who know the area, flat ground is hard to find
so most days consisted of ups and downs.
It was amazing to see the attitude change in the girls over the three days from ‘we can’t do this' to one of ‘yes
we can’. Moaning turned into encouragement and each day was greeted with cheers once they returned and
shared their achievements.
In total each girl averaged around 45km of hiking over the three days which for most was a remarkable
achievement and will stand these Grade 9s in good stead when planning and preparing for the 600kms plus
they will need to cover over Journey in Grade 10.
Thank you to all the staff members who gave their time to be a part of this camp getting to know the girls in
a different environment, without you, these camps would not be possible! Then a massive thank you to our
three hike leaders Wayne Vos, Thomas Vos and Graham Carlson, for leading the way and taking good care
of our young ladies.

Mr Clinton York
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The Grade 8s created beautiful
boomerangs in their D&T class. The
girls learned about aerodynamics
and working accurately in making
and painting their boomerangs. After
watching some Youtube videos on
how to throw a boomerang, the girls
went down to Lower field at College
to practice. Abigail Holderness and
Lexi Hilhorst were very successful
- their boomerangs flew very well
returning quite close to them.

Joha Dreyer

HOD/D&T & Design
President’s Award Bronze & Community
Engagement Commended
Isabella Rodwell
Lathitha Mayaba
Loapi Mokgatlhe
Kwazi Matoti
President’s Award Silver & Community Engagement Highly
Commended
Laura Campbell
Tegan-Lee Parker

President’s Gold Award
Sarah Brotherton

Ms Lara Kruiskamp

Our Debating Dynamos

DSG entered a senior and a junior debating team for this year's
Eastern Cape Debating Provincial trials. The following girls
participated:

JUNIOR TEAM
Annie Cuthbert
Lily Bowker
Kwezi Majavu
SENIOR TEAM
Nikita Xhanti
Estelle Minas
Connie Chorley
Tyler Wratten

We are very proud of all the girls who represented DSG.

Ms Vuyokazi Shezi
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Thursday (B)
4 November

Wedneday (B)
3 November

13h50
07h50
09h50
11h20
07h50

Geography P2 (1 h)
Business Studies (2 h)

Accounting (2½ h)
Visual Arts (2½ h)

Swot Day
Life Sciences Prac (1½ h)
Mathematics P1 (3 h)
Maths Literacy P2 (3 h)

Geography P1 (2 h)
Music Prac Exams

Normal School

Normal School
Mathematics IBT (Boys only) (1 h)

Normal School

Normal School

Normal School
Normal School
Normal School
Swot leave begins at 15h00
07h50
Tueday (B)
2 November

Normal School
Normal School
Normal School
07h50
Monday (B)
1 November

Normal School
Normal School ¾
Friday (A)
29 October

11h20
07h50

IeBT Reasoning (Boys only) (1 h)
Normal School

Normal School
Normal School
IBT Reasoning (Boys only) (1 h)
Mathematics P2 (2 h)
Maths Literacy P2 (2 h)
Normal School
07h50
Thursday (A)
28 October

IBT Reasoning (Boys only) (1 h)
Afrikaans HL P1 (Lees) (2 ½ h)
Afrikaans FAL P1 (Lees) (2 ½ h)
Xhosa FAL P1 (2 h)
French P1 (2½ h)
CAT (2 h)
History (1¾ h)

Normal School
Normal School
Life Sciences (2 h)
Normal School
07h50
Wedensday (A)
27 October

13h50

CAT Prac (2 h)

Dramatic Arts (Practical) (4h)
Info Tech (Practical) (2h)
Visual Art Prac (3 h)
Normal School

Normal School

Normal School
Normal School
Mathematics P1 (2 h)
Maths Literacy Project Submission
Normal School
07h50
Monday (A)
25 October

Normal School
English IBT (Boys only) (1 h)

Normal School
Normal School
Physical Science P1 (Physics) (1½ h)
Normal School
07h50
Friday (B)
22 October

07h50

Normal School
Normal School
Life Sciences Prac (1½ h)
Normal School
11h20

Thursday (B)
21 October

Tuesday (A)
26 October

Normal School
Normal School
Swot Day
Normal School
08h00

Wednesday (B)
20 October

Normal School
Normal School

GRADE 8
Swot leave begins at 15h00

GRADE 9
Normal School

Kwezi achieved 8th place in the Eastern Cape provincial trials.
Kwezi and Annie qualified to represent the Eastern Cape province at the
National Schools Debating Trials.
Estelle and Tyler qualified to represent the Eastern Cape Schools Debating team at the National Schools Debating Trials and Estelle achieved
1st place in the first round of the provincial trials.

Tuesday (B)
19 October

Grade 8s
Congratulations to the the following girls for
receiving their President’s Award for their
community engagement endeavours.

GRADE 10

In Other News...

GRADE 11

BEAUTIFUL
BOOMErANGS

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2021 EXAM TIMETABLE - FINAL (AMENDED)
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Afrikaans HL P2 (Skryf) (2 h)
Afrikaans FAL P1 (Lees) (2½ h)
isiXhosa FAL P2 (Writing) (2½ h)
French P1 (2h)
Spanish (2h)
Mandarin P2 (2 h)
German FAL P2 (2h)
Phys Science P1 (Physics) (2½ h)

07h50

07h50
07h50

Thursday (A)
11 November
Friday (A)
12 November
Monday (B)
15 November
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Normal School
Music Prac Exams
Normal School
Music Prac Exams
Normal School

Normal School
Normal School
History (1½ h)

Life Sciences P1 (2 h)
AP English (2 h)
Life Sciences P2 (2 h)
Afrikaans HL P1 (Lees) (3 h)
Afrikaans FAL P2 (1½ h)
isiXhosa FAL (Reading) (2½ h)
French P2 (2 h)
CAT (Theory) (2 h)
Mandarin P1 (2 h)
German FAL P1 (2h)
Spanish (2h)

07h50
07h50
07h50
07h50

Tuesday (B)
16 November
Wednesday (B)
17 November
Thursday (B)
18 November
Friday (B)
19 November
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Tuesday (B)
30 November

Monday (B)
29 November

Friday (A)
26 November

Thursday (A)
25 November

Wednesday (A)
24 November

11h20
13h50
07h50

07h50

10h50
07h50
11h20

07h50

07h50
10h50
13h50

Natural Science (1½ h)

Design Theory (3 h)
Drama Theory (2 h)
IT Theory (2 h)
Music P1 (2½ h)
Music P2 (1½ h)
Mathematics P2 (3 h)
Maths Literacy P1 (3 h)

D & T (4 h) (in D&T Centre)

History P1 (2 h) **NB**

Mandarin SAL (1 h)
Music (1 h)
Classical Civilizations (2 h)
French SAL (1 h)
Extra Afrikaans SAL (1 h)
isiXhosa SAL (1 h)
Portuguese SAL (1h)
Latin SAL (2 h)
German SAL (1½ h)
Afrikaans FAL (2 h)
isiXhosa FAL (2 h)
French FAL (1½ h)
Mandarin FAL (1½ h)

Geography (1½ h)

English (2 h)

Drama & Dance (2 h)

Visual Arts (3 h)

Mathematics (2 h)

Business Studies (2 h)
AP Maths (2 h)

English P2 (Writing) (3 h)

Dramatic Arts Prac (5 h)
IT Prac (2½ h)
CAT Prac (2½ h)
Music Prac Exams
07h50

Tuesday (A)
23 November
10h50

Phys Science P2 (Chemistry) (2½ h)

07h50
10h50
13h50

Monday (A)
22 November

EMS (1½ h)

Normal School
Maths Skills Exam (1h) in class
Normal School
Maths Skills Exam (1h) in class

History P2 (3 h) **NB**

07h50

13h50

Normal School

Normal School
Music Prac Exams
Normal School
Music Prac Exams

English P1 (Reading) (3 h)

Geography (1½ h)

History (1½ h)

isiXhosa SAL (1 h)
Music (1 h)
Extra Afrikaans SAL (1 h)
Classical Civilizations (1½ h)
French SAL (1 h)
Mandarin SAL (1 h)
Latin SAL (1½ h)
Spanish SAL (1h)
German SAL (1 h)

Mathematics (2 h)

Natural Science (1½ h)

Afrikaans FAL (1½ h)
isiXhosa FAL (1½ h)
French FAL (1½ h)
Mandarin FAL (1½ h)
German FAL (1½ h)

English (2 h)

Normal School

Normal School

Normal School

Wednesday (A)
10 November

Normal School

Accounting P2 (1½ h)

13h50
Normal School

Normal School

Normal School

English HL P1 (2½ h)

Accounting P1 (2 h)
Visual Art (3 h)

07h50

Monday (A)
8 November
Tuesday (A)
9 November
JJFRJ Departs

Normal School

Normal School

Physical Science P2 (Chemistry) (1½ h)

IeBT Maths Exam (2 h)

07h50

Normal School

Geography P2 (1½ h)

Normal School

13h50

Dramatic Arts (Theory) (2 h)
Inf Tech (Theory) (2 h)
Music Paper 1 (2 h)
Design (Theory) (3 h)
German FAL P1 (2 h)
Music Paper 2 (1½ h)
Visual Art Prac (3 h)

Geography P1 (3 h)

07h50

Friday (B)
5 November
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