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DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
As we reach the final stretch of the academic year, I reflect
on the turmoil of the last two years and pray for a more
stable and predictable year in 2022. Although adaptability
is an essential and invaluable quality, and we have proven
ourselves to be more flexible than Simone Biles, I am
sure I am not the only one who finds a certain amount of
comfort in predictable routine. While our children have
demonstrated incredible resilience and courage, the
toll the pandemic has taken on their young psyches is
becoming more evident with time. It is important that we
support them and take active steps to reduce their anxiety.
In a couple of weeks, the Grade 6 and 7 girls will write their
end of year assessments. This is typically an event which
prompts fear, apprehension and panic. There are many
reasons for writing exams at primary school level, one of
which is to prepare them for more frequent assessments
in high school. Formal assessments also contain a variety
of strategies and tasks which give students multiple
opportunities, in varying contexts, to demonstrate what
they know and can do. However, placing undue emphasis
on these tests simply serves to create a culture of marksdriven education rather than fostering a life-long love of
learning.
These assessments measure your daughter’s knowledge,
skills and application in a number of learning areas.
However, they do not measure her kindness, her integrity,
her curiosity, her enthusiasm on the sports field or her

ability to light up a room with her smile. In short, these
assessments only measure a very small portion of your
daughter’s talents and abilities and do not even begin to
highlight what is exceptional and unique about her.
I therefore urge you not to use these assessments as
a yardstick of success or failure and to encourage your
daughter to do the same. These exam results will not
define them, nor predict their future success. They will not
even determine whether or not she is promoted to the next
grade. Rather, these assessments are an opportunity for
your daughter to practise resilience, grit, self-discipline
and sound work ethic. Encourage your daughter to see
exams as an interesting challenge rather than a punishing
trial.
I hope to see more parents on campus with the relaxation
of sport spectator regulations, and I invite you to pop into
my office for a chat if you have the time. We have missed
the face-to-face interaction with our parent community
and hope to rebuild strong relationships with our partners
in raising happy, healthy and well-adjusted young women.
En Avant

Jane Ritchie
Head of Junior School
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Reflections from Rev
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Until
We AT
Meet
Again
TWO WEEKS
A GLANCE

Farewell
Kitty23 October
Lorraine
Friday 22 – Saturday

Our life’s scenes keep changing affecting the way
we feel. At times we feel happy, other times we feel
sad, nervous, angry, mad, fearful, exhausted, love,
grief, joy, and so on. Emotions are good. We were
created with them. Each of us has them.

08h30 – 09h30 Social Fitness (DSG)
10h00 – 16h00 Eastern Cape Short Course Gala (DSG)

Even Jesus was emotional. He was compassionate
with those who were hurting; disgusted about
religious leaders; wept with those who were hurting;
angry when people abused God’s house; ecstatic
when someone came to faith and loved us, even to
the point of dying for us.

Tuesday 26 October
Gr 4 - 5 IBT English
17h30 –19h00 Interschools Squash League (DSG)

When it came to intense feelings of sadness, Jesus
knew how to deal with those emotions. While in the
Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus knew that his time to
suffer had come. He prayed to God: “Father, if you
are willing, remove this cup from me.“
He did not take it out on other people. He did not
allow his emotions to overpower him. He quickly
redirected them to be in line with God. He said, “Not
my will but yours be done.”
What can we learn from Jesus?
*
*
*

Emotions are okay.
We should not let them overwhelm us.
We should re-direct them to Jesus. He
understands. He will help us.

What are you feeling right now?
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Friday 25 – Saturday 28 October
14h00 –15h00 u11 Tennis Champs (DSG)

Wednesday 27 October
14h00 –15h30 Waterpolo vs KC / Woodridge (DSG)
Thursday 28 October
Gr 4 - 7 IBT Reasoning
Friday 29 October
14h00 –16h00 u13 Tennis Champs Semi–Finals (DSG)
Saturday 30 October
Early Act Fun Day
3pm - 6pm Theme: Back to the 90s
1 November
Local Government Elections
Gr 4 - 5 IBT Maths
3 November
No Clubs
14:00 Music Concert (chapel)
Friday 5 – Sunday 7 November
Waterpolo tournament (KC) tbc

Love & blessings,

Rev Rachel

OCTOBER
21 October

Ms Renay Bellingham
26 October

Liso Mdolomba
27 October

Judy Crous
NOVEMBER
5 November

Marelize Potgieter, Uminathi Sakhela
& Beth Sahd.
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The MIGHTY Marimbas Women of Substance

In History the Grade 4s have been studying inspiring women leaders. Here are photos of them dressed up as the
women who inspire them. They interviewed each other to find out what made these great women tick; the fears they
overcame, their strengths and weaknesses, and the message of hope and inspiration they had to give young girls of
today. Well done Grade 4s. Your interviewing skills were superb!

Grade
4s

Mrs Lisa Micklewright

The Junior School Marimba Band was privileged to be asked to provide musical entertainment for the Matric Guild
dinner on Saturday 2 October. The girls brave the extremely chilly conditions, looking lovely in their traditional dress.
They played very well and provided a festive atmosphere at the start of the dinner. The girls were delighted to get a
Steers burger and a lucky packet from the school afterwards.

Mrs Margie Rogers

Made with

LOVE

Winners of the early act blanket raffle

Two beautiful handmade blankets were donated for
us to raffle last term and the winners were drawn
yesterday. Thank you to all who purchased tickets
to raise funds for our support of the Ikhayalethu
Home.
Congratulations to Mrs Lunje Mdlalo and Mrs
Nicky Rosslee.

Mrs Angie Gooden
Above: Elizabeth Ablort-Morgan and Naledi Lange interviewed Mrs Kushi Openshaw, our
energetic dance teacher who is always happy and puts a smile on our faces.
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Exploring Egypt

Grade
5s
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NEW BEGINNINGS.. .

The Grade 5s have been exploring the lives of the Ancient Egyptians. Extracting water from the Nile River was essential to their
survival and success. The Ancient Egyptians used shadufs, crane-like tools with a lever mechanism, to irrigate their lands. In small
groups, the girls researched these structures and made models which were tested in class.
Mrs Judy Paul
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“CREATIVITY is really the
structuring of MAGIC”
Anne Rush

The Grade 5s working on their
chairs in D&T.
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From Just a Seedling to Sales!
Over the past few weeks, the Grade 6s have been enthusiastically working on their History-based projects. In
keeping with our medicine module, we examined the medicinal properties of different plants. The girls were required
to grow, research and create marketable goods using their assigned plants.
Presentation day was a roaring success as the rest of the school scrambled to get their
hands on an assortment of delectable treats. Well done, Grade 6s!

Mrs Megan Theron and Ms Nosi Lukhele
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SQUASH

THE SPORT’S REPORT
SWIMMING

TENNIS

Jamie Mote, Michaela Blaine, Oluwemiloore Babalola
and Arabella Duggan swam in a gala in Gqeberha last
weekend. All four girls performed exceptionally well.
These girls will also be competing in the Eastern Cape
Short Course Gala this Saturday at DSG. We would like
to wish them the best of luck and look forward to hearing
how they do!

Last Friday, on a warm and sunny afternoon, the DSG u13
and u11 tennis teams played a friendly pro set 8 singles
fixtures against St Andrew’s Prep. Both teams played their
hearts out on the day and were exceptional both on and
off the courts. The u11 team (Kayla Wienekus, Natasha
White, Emma Watson and Julia Mackenzie) won all their
games resulting in DSG winning 32-7. The u13 team lost in
a close, competitive match against St Andrew’s Prep boys
50-43. Well done to Grace Kemp and Lucy Holderness for
winning their matches in the u13 age group. Good luck to
the following girls Grace, Emma and Natasha who will be
taking part in the Tennis SA Tournament in Port Elizabeth
this weekend.

Results
Jamie Mote
50m Freestyle
1st
nd
200m Freestyle
2
50m Butterfly,100m Backstroke and Freestyle.
3rd
200m Individual Medley
4th

On 19 October, the DSG u13A and u11A teams participated in an
Inter-school’s squash league against Graeme College and Kingswood
College. It was an exciting event for the girls to get back into playing
matches against other schools. The u11A girls played their first round
of matches at Kingswood, while the u13A team played at DSG.
The evening showcased some exceptional play, full of passion
and spirit. Overall, the u11A team won three out of their five
matches against the Graeme College u11B team, and the
u13A’s lost in very close matches against Graeme College u13A
and B team. Well done girls, what a great start to the league.
The girls will showcase their performance in the next round of
matches which will take place on 26 October and 2 November 2021.

Ms Aya Sowazia

Michaela Blaine
5th
100m Backstroke
th
50m,100m and 200m Freestyle
7
50m Backstroke and 200m Individual Medley
8th
Oluwemiloore Babalola
3rd
50m Freestyle and 50m Backstroke
50m Breaststroke
4th
50m Butterfly
5th
200m Individual Medley
7th
Arabella Duggan
4th
50m Butterfly
50m Breaststroke
5th
th
50m Backstroke
6
50m Freestyle
10th

There is a
power in people
who dream big and
who try hard.”
Harold Klemp

Jamie Mote, Arabella Duggen, Oluwemiloore Babalola, Michaela
Blaine

The winning u11 team!
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“DANCE is the hidden
language of the SOUL.”
Martha Graham
Cheryl Emmerson’s Movements Dance School company showcased a ballet production called “Song of the Sirens”
based on Greek Mythology on the 9th October. Five DSG Junior girls featured in it. The girls did the most incredibly
job, congratulations to Rachel van Vuuren, Megan and Kayla Wienekus, Jessica Muirhead and Judy Crous.
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The inCredible DoG Show
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THIS WEEK’S GIRLS IN GREEN
This week we meet Joy, Grade 5, who dreams of being a vet; Anikwa, Grade 5, who would love to learn how to play
the piano, Isabella , Grade 6, a future scientist; Beth, Grade 6, who wants to learn the art of archery; Ruby, also
Grade 6, who is a surfer girl from Port Alfred, Lamandlovu, Grade 7, who wants to learn how to zipline, Lomzi, Grade
7, who dreams of being a pilot, Esona, Grade 7, a future property mogul, Mila, who joins us all the way from
Tanzania and Rachel, also Grade 7, who loves the friendly vibe at DSG.

What do you love about DSG? The hill at the Grange,
because it’s really peaceful there (sometimes)
What do you want to be when you grow up? Either
an animator or a scientist.

RUBY PAINTING
Nickname/s: Rubes, Ruby 2
shoes, Painting
Grade: Grade 6

BETH SAHD

Day Girl or Boarder?
Boarder

JOY NGESI

What is something you want to learn how to do?
Play piano

Nickname/s: Nunu, Bethness,
Bethy, Sahdiene

Nickname/s: Joybells,
Joyzana, Amajoya

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today

Grade: Grade 6

Where do you come from? I live
in Port Alfred.

Day Girl or Boarder? Day girl

What makes your home so special? The beach

Where do you come from? Queenstown

What do you like doing for fun? I like to play tennis
and surf.

What makes you laugh? My friends

Grade: 5

What is something you are really looking forward to?
Seeing family

Day Girl or boarder? Boarder
Where do you come from? Port Alfred
What makes your home special? My family
What do you like doing for fun? Music
What is something you want to learn how to do?
Maths
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today
What makes you laugh? My friends
What is something you are really looking forward
to? Going to High School
What is your favourite thing about DSG? The people
What do you want to be when you grow up?
A vet

What do you love about DSG? The people
What do you want to be when you grow up? I don’t
know yet.

ISABELLA ABBAT
Nickname/s: Issy
Grade: Grade 6
Day Girl or Boarder?
Boarder
Where do you come from?
Johannesburg
What makes your home so special? The shopping
centres and inhabitants
What do you like doing for fun? I like doing Art, violin,
being alone and being with friends.

What makes your home so special? My farm and my
horses.
What do you like doing for fun? Horse riding, tennis,
farming, hunting
What is something you want to learn how to do?
Archery
When is the last time you made someone smile?
I don’t know
What makes you laugh? Bad jokes and when other
people laugh.
What is something you are really looking forward
to? Holidays
What

do

you

love

about

DSG?

My

What is something you want to learn how to do?
Learn how to organize my stuff better

Grade: Grade 5

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Yesterday

Joy Ngesi

Day Girl or Boarder? Boarder

What makes you laugh? My friends

Where do you come from? I come
from Queenstown but I live in East London

What is something you are really looking forward to?
Going home, Halloween and sleeping

Nickname/s:
Shanikwa, Annie, Nini, Nikwa

What makes your home so special? My close ones
What do you like doing for fun? Dancing

E N AVA N T

“The people”
“The people”
Anikwa Hlanjwa

“My friends”
Beth Sahd

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today
What makes you laugh? When people stare at me
or make weird faces
What is something you are really looking forward
to? The end of the year
What do you love about DSG? The Grange
What do you want to be when you grow up?
A Marine Biologist

friends

What do you want to be when you grow up? I don’t
know. There are too many things I want to be first.

What do you love
about DSG?

ANIKWA HLANJWA

What is something you want to learn how to do?
Nothing really

LAMANDLOVU MDINGI
Nickname/s: Lama, lamar, Lamzit,
Mandlovu, Lama elephant, Llama
Grade: Grade 6
Day Girl or Boarder? Boarder
Where do you come from? East
London
What makes your home so special? I like how it’s
very ghetto
What do you like doing for fun? Netball, reading and
Double Bass

E N AVA N T
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What is something you want to learn how to do?
Zipline
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Five minutes ago

ESONA PANTSHWA
Nickname/s: Eeee, Es, Sona
Grade: Grade 7

What makes you laugh? My friends

Day Girl or Boarder? Day girl

What is something you are really looking forward to?
Finishing school in Grade 12

Where do you come from? I
come from East London, but I live in
Grahamstown.

What do you love about DSG? The diversity
What do you want to be when you grow up?
Anything that benefits me
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What makes your home so special? Endless amount
of ice cream shops.

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Yesterday
What makes you laugh?
good joke

When someone tells a

What is something you are really looking forward
to? Going to High School
What do you love about DSG? The people in it
What do you want to be when you grow up?
A fashion designer or a singer

What do you like doing for fun? Reading, dancing and
cooking

RACHEL VAN VUUREN

Grade: Grade 7

What is something you want to learn how to do?
A cartwheel

Nickname/s: Rach, Rachie, Where’s
Wally

Day Girl or Boarder?
Day girl

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today

Grade: Grade 7

Where do you come from? I
am from Mthatha.

What makes you laugh? Cat videos, children crying and
people falling

What makes your home so special? The busy
roads

What is something you are really looking forward to?
High School

What do you like doing for fun? I like watching
Netflix.

What do you love about DSG? Secret swims and being
able to be ourselves

What do you like doing for fun? Watching my series
on Netflix

What is something you want to learn how to do?
Play squash

What do you want to be when you grow up? A real
estate agent

What is something you want to learn how to do?
Crochet

LOMZI NGWENZE

Day Girl or Boarder? Day girl
Where do you come from? I come
from Cape Town. I live in Grahamstown.
What makes your home so special? The people in it.

When is the last time you made someone smile?
This morning

MILA WIENAND

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Two seconds ago

What makes you laugh? My friends

Nickname/s: Moo, Mina

What makes you laugh? Everything and everyone

What is something you are really looking forward
to? Going to Grade 8

Grade: Grade 7

What is something you are really looking forward to?
High School

What do you love about DSG? My favourite thing
about DSG is that it’s really diverse.
What do you want to be when you grow up?
I want to be a pilot.

What is your favourite thing
about DSG?
Secret swims and being able to be ourselves
Esona Pantshwa

Day Girl or Boarder?
Boarder
Where do you come from? TanzaniaDar Es Salaam

Grade 5s making hot
air balloons in Art class!

What do you love about DSG? Everyone is friendly
What do you want to be when you grow up?
Not sure yet

What makes your home so special? Because it is
where I grew up and where my family live
What do you like doing for fun? Sports, singing,
writing poems
What is something you want to learn how to do?
Design clothes
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Cruising into the
weekend!
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