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Junior School NEWSLETTER
1 OCTOBER 2021

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
As we coast downhill to the holiday, we have enjoyed
an exciting and busy week. Our girls took part in the
Interhouse Athletics competitions, with the various events
spread out over the week. Seeing the girls dressed up in
their colourful attire in support of their houses and hearing
the cheers and war cries was a much-needed spirit raiser.
We are very excited at the prospect of soon being able
to invite parents back onto the campus to attend these
events, as President Ramaphosa intimated in his address
last night.
This week our new prefect body was announced. A brand
new group of enthusiastic young women, excited about
the role they will play at DSG in their Matric year, smiled
proudly from the stage on Tuesday morning. I am always
amazed at the maturity, competence and confidence of
our high school girls. Thinking back to my own high school
years, I don’t believe I had anywhere near their conviction
or poise. These girls have been raised in a very different
world, and their perspicacity at such a tender age is aweinspiring. I wish them all the very best for this exciting
chapter in their lives and I look forward to seeing the results
of their energy and innovation. Congratulations, girls!
Have a wonderful half term break!
En Avant

Jane Ritchie
Head of Junior School
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Until
Again
TWOWe
WEEKSMeet
AT A GLANCE

Reflections from Rev
Wanting to deepen her relationship with Jesus,
she came forward to be baptized. At an intimate
ceremony, Wemi Babalola was baptized in the DSG
swimming pool.
Wemi was also one of five girls (four of them from the
Senior School) who have been prepared to receive
their first Holy Communion. This will take place
during the Confirmation service on Sunday and will
be presided on by Bishop Ebenezer. We thank God
for his work in our girls.
Jesus said to his disciples, “Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to everyone. Whoever believes
and is baptized will be saved.” Mark 16: 15 – 16.
I would like to wish you and your family a happy and
restful Half-Term.
Love and blessings,
Rev Rachel

1 October Lorraine
Farewell
Kitty
14:00 School closes for half term
Travel Day

1-2 October
10:00 – 16:00 Books 2 You sale (SAP)
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“When you are enthusiastic about what you do,
you feel this positive energy. It’s very simple.”
Paulo Coelho

2 October
Marimba Group playing at the Guild dinner
11 October
18:00 Boarder return
12 October
Classes begin
14 October
Formal individual, class, cultural and sport photograph
session with Clint Bradfield (Print my Photos)

Rev Rachel

7 October
Rebecca Comline
9 October
Shayi Mbali - Entle

BIRTHDAY
WISHES
E N AVA N T

11 October
Arabella Duggan &
Shannel Rugemalira
9 October
Grace Kemp
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We are so fortunate to be a part of such a diverse nation. On 24 September, were able to appreciate and celebrate the many
different cultures, which form part of our national heritage. Our culture and heritage, the most precious thing we have,
define our present and future. And so, it was a beautiful thing to see our girls embrace their heritage by dressing accordingly
and listening to prayers in different languages. We were taken on a guided “trip” of the Eastern Cape by enthusiastic tour
guides, treated to the national anthem sung with great gusto, our Grade 4s amused us with their Afrikaans poem, ‘Padda’
and Kuschi Openshaw taught us a few new moves to Shakira’s song, Waka Waka, It’s time for Africa! Before enjoying a
traditional braai, the girls were tasked with an exciting activity, to create a table with the most “gees”. We ended the day
on a high as the girls competed in a few Mzanzi games, which included tasty South African treats and many a laugh.

Mrs Megan Theron
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NEW BEGINNINGS.. .
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Music in the soul can be
heard by the universe.
The music concert was nothing short of spectacular. Our talented young musicians took to
the stage with courage and were commended by all in the audience. The concert was also a
special tribute to the late Mr Kwazi Mkula who left a great legacy behind, and we can only hope to
build on the remarkable energy and enthusiasm he so generously gave to the music department.

Mr Virgil Matrass
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INTERHOUSE ATHLETICS SPORTS DAY

THE SPORT’S REPORT
SQUASH

NMBA WATER POLO U13 TRIALS

Six DSG Junior girls represented Eastern Province in the
Junior Squash Inter-Provincial Tournament over the past
weekend in Gqerbega (PE). Lucy Holderness and Jessica
Muirhead represented EP in the u13 age group and
Natasha White, Judy Crous, Abigail Meihuizen and Julia
Mackenzie in the u11 age group. The u11 EP squash girls
played exceptionally well, being the overall champions
of the tournament, beating the Border u11 team. The EP
teams were the most enthusiastic amongst the junior
girls, learnt so much and had a fabulous attitude. Well
done girls!

On Wednesday, 29 September 2021, a number of our
u13 Water Polo girls participated in the 1st round of the
Nelson Mandela Bay Aquatic (NMBA) Water Polo trials
held in Gqerbega. Under very cold and rainy conditions,
the girls showcased their talents and played exceptionally
well.

TENNIS

EP u11 squash team

EP u13 squash team

Last weekend Grace Kemp represented Tennis Eastern
Cape: IPT 2021 held in Gqeberha, Eastern Cape in the
Inter-pro against Western Cape. There were six teams
in the competition (three from WP, Eden and Boland
combined and three from Eastern Cape), and Grace was
part of the u13 Eastern Cape Elephants team. The standard
of tennis was extremely high, with her team playing a total
of 13 matches and coming in 4th place overall. Well done
to Grace and her team, she has thoroughly enjoyed the
experience and has learnt so much.

The athletics season started with our girls’ doing athletics track and
field trials on sunny Saturday mornings. The days presented a high
level of performance and great spirit from the girls, who showed
unwavering effort and enthusiasm. We look forward to seeing their
performance develop throughout the season.
The DSG Junior School ended off the first half of Term 3 with the
Interhouse Athletics Day split over four days in sunny and cold winter
weather. The girls represented their houses with pride and were in
full spirits and full of enthusiasm in all the events they took part in.
The events produced some fine performances from the girls, who
showcased their various talents in both the field and track events.
Congratulations to Ruby who claimed the top spot as the overall
winning house, with Jade house in 2nd place and Amber in 3rd.
Congratulations to Amber house as winners of the Spirit Trophy. The
competition for Victor Laudorum was closely contested in each age
group. Athletes were awarded points according to their positions
in the events they participated in. A huge congratulations go to our
champions who competed in multiple events to earn the top individual
award in their respective age groups:
•
U10- Kayla Wienekus
•
U11- Natasha White
•
U12- Lucy Holderness
•
U13- Jaime Mote
Congratulations to the following girls who were awarded for their
outstanding performances in both the field and track events:
•
Junior Best Track- Natasha White
•
Senior Best Track- Jaime Mote
•
Junior Best Field- Kayla Wienekus
•
Senior Best Field- Lucy Holderness
Well done to the winners of the various events and all the girls for their
beautiful cheering and entertainment. Finally, we would like to thank
all the staff members for their support and help throughout the days.

Grace Kemp and her doubles partner
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CROSS-COUNTRY
The DSG Junior School held its annual Interhouse Cross-Country on 15 September and 1 October 2021. The events
were full of excitement and cheer, and plenty of gees. There was plenty of sportsmanship displayed during the events,
with girls encouraging and motivating each other throughout. Congratulations to Amber house who claimed the top
prize as the overall winning house for cross-country, Ruby in 2nd place and Jade in 3rd place. Well done to the following
girls who claimed the top prize as overall winners for their age groups:
AGE-GROUPS
1st			2nd			3rd
U10
Arabella Duggan
Kayla Wienekus		
Iremide Adewole
U11
Natasha White		
Emma Watson		
Judy Crous
U12
Jessica Muirhead
Lucy Holderness
Jasmine Apps
U13
Jaime Mote		
Marelize Potgieter
Lauren Bowker
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Victor Laudorum u10
u10 Kayla Wienekus

Victor Laudorum u11
Natasha White

Victor Laudorum u13
Jamie Mote
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Victor Laudorum u12
Lucy Holderness

DSG Junior School |

THIS WEEK’S GIRLS IN GREEN
This week we meet Zara, Grade 5, who dreams of being a judge in the High Court; Sukoluhle, Grade 6, who sees law
in her future, Aimee, Grade 6, a future hotelier; Layla, Grade 6, who wants to learn how to drive a car; Jessica, also
Grade 6, who is crazy about animals, Samantha, Grade 7, who would love to learn a new language, Minentle, Grade
7, a business woman to watch out for and finally, also Grade 7, Shannel, who joins us all the way from Tanzania!
Where do you come from? I come from East London.
I grew up there and in Richards Bay, but I live in
Makhanda now.

ZARA BURCHELL
Nickname/s: Z, Zahara, Zera
Grade: 5
Day Girl or boarder?
Boarder
Where do you come from?
I live on a farm 15 minutes away from Alicedale.
What makes your home special?
What makes my home special is that I have been there
my whole life and it’s my happy place.
What do you like doing for fun? I love singing, playing
guitar, art and riding my red quad bike.
What is something you want to learn how to do? I
want to learn how to bake cakes better.
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What is something you want to learn how to do?
I want to learn how to run a hotel.
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today. I made my dad and mom smile this morning.
What makes you laugh? The boys in my family make
me laugh, they all have a really great sense of humour.
What is something you are really looking forward
to? Going to Joburg in the holidays

What makes your home so special? My family

What do you love about DSG?
All the teachers and the grounds

What do you like doing for fun? I like to read and listen
to music.

What do you want to be when you grow up? I want
to be a hotel and game farm owner and manager.

What is something you want to learn how to do? To
drive
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Earlier today
What makes you laugh?
everything.

My friends and almost

What is something you are really looking forward to?
Half-term and the December holiday
What do you love about DSG? My friends

LAYLA BOTHA
Grade: Grade 6
Day Girl or Boarder? Day girl
Where do you come from? I come
from PE and my dad stays in PE, but
my mom stays in Makhanda with my brother and I.

What makes you laugh? My friends, pets and family

AIMEE MASON

What do you like doing for fun? I love hanging out with
friends and playing tennis, I also love dancing.

Nickname/s: Aims, Chop, Clown
and Blondie

What is something you want to learn how to do?
I want to learn how to drive a car.

What do you want to be when you grow up?
I want to be a judge in the High Court.

Where do you come from?
I come from Johannesburg and now I
live in Makhanda.

SUKOLUHLE
QOMFO
Nickname/s:
Suku, Suks, Suk Suks, Suko
Grade: Grade 6

Day Girl or Boarder? Day Girl

What makes your home so special? I think the most
special thing in Makhanda is the National Arts Festival.
What do you like doing for fun? I like to do art. I do
it after school on a Thursday. I love to do sport and play
with my friends.

Day Girl or Boarder? Day girl

E N AVA N T

Day Girl or Boarder? Day
girl
Where do you come from? I
come from Johannesburg but I live
here now.
What makes your home so special? All the schools
and the potholes and donkeys

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today

What makes your home so special? The unique
donkeys and towns and the special schools and facilities
we have here

Grade: Grade 6

Grade: Grade 6

What is something you want to learn how to do?
I want to learn how to be a vet.

Nickname/s: Lay, Layls, Lenkir

What do you want to be when you grow up? A lawyer

What is your favourite thing about DSG? Friends
and that this school gives you a lot of opportunities

Nickname/s: Muijie, Jessie,
Jess

What do you like doing for fun? I like doing sports
and dancing.

When is the last time you made someone smile?
This morning

What is something you are really looking forward
to? Seeing my family, friends and my brother whom I
haven’t seen in a long time

JESSICA MUIRHEAD

When is the last time you made someone smile?
A few minutes ago
What makes you laugh? My friends make me laugh.
What is something you are really looking forward to?
I am really looking forward to December holidays.
What do you love about DSG? My favourite thing about
DSG are all the awesome teachers and friends and also
the amazing facilities DSG offers.
What do you want to be when you grow up?
I want to be a teacher when I grow up.

What makes you laugh? Jokes and my friends
What is something you are really looking forward
to? Going on holiday
What do you love about DSG? All the subjects
What do you want to be when you grow up?
I would like to be a game vet, a marine biologist and a
zoologist.

SAMANTHA WIENAND
Nickname/s: Sam, Mantis,
Samaanda
Grade: Grade 7
Day Girl or Boarder? Boarder
Where do you come from? I live on a
farm.
What makes your home so special? All the animals
on the farm and my friends.
What do you like doing for fun? I like playing tennis
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What is something you want to learn how to do?
I want to learn how to speak a new language.
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Two seconds ago

1 OCTOBER 2021

SHANNEL RUGEMALIRA
Nickname/s: Shay Shay/Shantel
Grade: Grade 7

What makes you laugh? My friends

Day Girl or Boarder? Boarder

What is something you are really looking forward to?
I am really looking forward to high school.

Where do you come from?
Tanzania

What do you love about DSG? All my friends

What makes your home so special?
The food and my family

What do you want to be when you grow up?
I am not too sure yet

MINENTLE XULU
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What do you like doing for fun? I like playing netball or
running.
What is something you want to learn how to do?
Gymnastics

Nickname/s: Mihle, Mimi

When is the last time you made someone smile?
This morning

Grade: Grade 7

What makes you laugh? My friend

Day Girl or Boarder?
Boarder

What is something you are really looking forward to?
Going into Grade 8

Where do you come from? I live in
Mthatha.
What makes your home so special? Mthatha has
a good vibe.
What do you like doing for fun? I like to draw.

What do you love about DSG? The teachers and pupils.
What do you want to be when you grow up?
A doctor

What is something you want to learn how to do?
I want to know how to play the saxophone.
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today
What makes you laugh? Everything
What is something you are really looking forward
to? I am really looking forward to making new friends
next year.
What do you love about DSG? The sports facilities
What do you want to be when you grow up?
A business woman

What is your favourite thing
about DSG?
Friends and that this school gives you
a lot of opportunities Zara Burchell
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Time for a break!
Happy Half-term
E N AVA N T

