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A Night to Remember - Vanessa Bowes

To the DSG Community
I am writing this letter in Nairobi where I am on a DSGSAC visit to Kenya to connect with our current families
and feeder schools, as well as prospective parents who
are considering DSG or St Andrew’s for their children.
It was good to experience, firsthand, the route that our
over-border girls have to make every term and halfterm. The trip is a long, bureaucratic obstacle course,
which is further complicated by Covid-19. However, the
stand-out feature of my journey was not the hassle, but
the fact that I have only come across extremely friendly,
helpful and patient officials en route, both in South Africa
and Kenya, which has made all the difference. It is a
cliché that friendliness costs nothing and is priceless,
but it is true and so important.

We visited The Banda school on Monday morning. I
met the Headmistress and several other staff members
who welcomed us and showed us around. The school
campus is a homely, peaceful space where excellent,
holistic education was in progress in every space I
poked my head. However, it was the authentic congenial
nature of the people that made me want to stay longer
when our scheduled time was over. Interestingly, in a
conversation with the Head, she referred to a Kenyan
family who has recently returned from a visit to DSG
and St Andrew’s. They reported back with much praise
– first and foremost on the friendliness from girls, boys
and staff with whom they engaged while walking around
on the campus tour. Authentic friendliness can be a
game-changer, and Kenyans understand this.
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They are a gracious, warm and fun-loving nation with
the trademark of friendliness. On our second day, I went
for a long walk around the beautiful estate of the Karen
Country Club on the outskirts of Nairobi. I stopped to
enjoy something cold at the clubhouse where I was
welcomed by the affable staff and shown to a chair
on the balcony. From there I enjoyed a stupendously
beautiful view over the lush surroundings of huge trees
and bush. I could hear the voices of strangers from the
other end of the balcony. Suddenly, the words ‘Balloon
Week’ jumped out of the otherwise undistinguishable
murmuring and I got up without hesitation to go and find
the person that had to be ‘one of ours’. And, indeed,
there I found a father of one of our Matrics – friendliness
personified! It was like seeing family. That evening, at
the Hemingway’s Hotel, we were greeted by a jovial
group of more than 50 prospective parents, keen to
learn about our schools. It was striking how cordial they
were. We were the hosts of the evening but, we felt like
important guests.
It did not stop there. A day later, we were warmly
welcomed by the parent community of Pembroke
House, a very special prep school, three hours’ drive
northwest of Nairobi, near the small town of Gilgil.

Many current and past DSG girls and St Andrew’s
boys completed their primary schooling at Pembroke
– a school where it is evident that friendliness is a core
value. By the time we had to return to Nairobi, we said
goodbye to friends we did not know when we arrived.
Back in the capital, we had one more group of
prospective parents to meet. The small group of parents
we met at the Sankara Hotel placed the cherry on top
of an unforgettable visit to a remarkable country and
meeting its wonderful people.
To everyone who made our visit such a highlight, I say,
‘Asante sana. Mungu akubariki!’
En Avant!

Jannie de Villiers
Head of School

Our Kenyan Cohort
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DON’T FEAR
THE STORM

Jesus is
with you

Rev’s Reflections
When you watch a game or a movie with an ending you already know, you have peace within you. Even
when your team seems to be losing or the plot takes on an ugly twist, you have peace because you know the
end from the beginning.
As Balloon Week draws near, there are preparations happening in all corners of our school. There is so
much to do, and so much to consider, that amidst the uncertainties of weather and the pandemic, it is easy to
feel anxious.
In John 16: 33 Jesus says, “I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world, you face
persecution (anxiety in our case). But take courage; I have conquered the world!”
Jesus speaks the truth about life, that it is not an easy road. He encourages us to remain in him where
we shall experience peace. He has overcome the world and wants to walk alongside us. We can trust him
because he knows the end from the beginning. Jesus offers us his peace, that peace which passes all
understanding, that even in the middle of our storms, we can experience peace.
What is your storm? What is causing you those anxious moments? I would like to encourage you to turn your
eyes upon Jesus. He knows the end from the beginning and will give you peace.
May you have a peaceful week.

Rev Rachel
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Matric Dance 2021
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The Grade 8s and the Dates...
When witnessing the shenanigans of the Matric Dance for the first time, one is left quite confused. Amongst a
sea of gorgeous white dresses, strappy heels and million-dollar smiles, you might spot a lost Dorito or a packet
of 2-Minute Noodles milling about.
Two Grade 12s gave us some intel… it is a tradition for the Grade 8s to dress up and collect their Matric's dance
partner on their behalf. The Matric is responsible for the theme and the outfit which is usually a nod to the date
in question, or a standing joke between partners.
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On POINTE
Jessica Dietrich (Grade 11) had the vision to create a video to showcase her passion for dance
and that of her fellow dance ‘crew’ members. With an obvious flair for all things creative,
it took hearing a song to spark an idea and set in motion the production of the “This is DSG
Dance’ video. Jessica roped in Emma Desarigny (Grade 11) an experience enthusiast, to do
the filming. Emma keenly took on the role under Jessica’s direction and together, they did an
extraordinary job - the production quality, editing and styling are exceptional. We are very
proud of the girls involved in this project - we look forward to many more pupil produced videos
of this calibre.
JESSICA DIETRICH (Grade 11)
Tell us about your dancing experience.. Yes I am
a dancer. I have been dancing since the age of 4 and
it has always been a big part of my life. Before coming
to DSG I used to dance in national competitions and
now I am working towards a teacher’s qualification.
Tell us about where the idea behind your dance
video came from? I’ve been wanting to make a dance
video for a while but have not had the opportunity
owing to Covid complications. And when I heard this
particular piece of music, I knew I had to do it then and
there. It was convenient that everyone was available
that day to make it happen.
How did you go about planning this project? If I am
honest, there was not much planning involved, I arrived
at the studio with various ideas for certain shots. The
dancers gave me input as I wanted the video to be a
team effort, something for everyone to be proud of. I
asked Emma to help me with the filming so that I could
be a part of the final product.

How long did it take
you t o put the video
together? The filming
took about an hour
and a half. The editing
took about an hour.
What did you enjoy
most about this project?
I loved being able to create
something that shows how passionate we are about
dance.
Tell us about what you do in your down time…
In most of my spare time I dance. I also have a passion
for photography and video editing.
What do you hope to do after school? I wish to
teach dancing for a few years after school and after
that, pursue a long-term career in the marketing
industry.
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EMMA DESARIGNY (Grade 11)
Are you a dancer? No I am
not a dancer, although I
find dancing a beautiful
sport.
What experience do
you have in filming? I
do not have experience
in filming but I thoroughly
enjoyed
the
learning
experience.
Did you use any specialist equipment? Jess has a
Canon camera which I used to film the video. Some
shots were also filmed on a phone.
What was the most challenging part about this
project? I found that following the dancers while they
moved and keeping the camera steady at the same
time was quite challenging.
What did you enjoy most about being involved in
the production of this video? I loved being a part of
this project. Seeing the passion that the dancers have
for what they do is really something to be admired. They
are like a family to each other and I loved helping them
showcase what they do.
What do you like to do in your downtime? I love
learning new skills which is why this was such a great
opportunity for me.
What do you hope to study after school? I have a
passion for helping people, so I would love to follow a
career in psychology.
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This is ME !

HERITAGE DAY 2021
Today, in South Africa, we celebrate Heritage Day.
At DSG we take pride in all the countries and cultures
represented on our campus, because of this, we
asked our community to use Heritage Day as
an opportunity totell their story, albeit visually,
regardless if home for them is beyond our borders.
We invited pupils and staff to dress in or bring something
to school that connects them to their culture. By doing
this, we got to see how special we all are with our
different identities and heritage. The message today
was, in showing up as our authentic selves, we learn
to embrace one another and celebrate our differences.
To add to the magnificent attire spotted on campus,
the dining hall was adorned with flags from across
the globe to represent our diverse community. Meals
times had a festival feel, starting with a French
breakfast, followed by a hearty South African lunch and
tonight, we look forward to an Asian inspired dinner.
Girls and staff alike had lots of fun admiring the beauty
of each other’s cultures in all their splendour.

Nombulelo Gongqa
Transformation & People Development Manager
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BITE SIZE NEWS NUGGETS!

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY - GRADE 9S
The Grade 9s got creative during D&T Single Focus Day, by designing and assembling a personalised carry
portfolio to protect their design work.
They were asked to produce something that expressed their personality in an abstract way. The outcome was
stunning and we cannot wait to see their masterpieces displayed in the D&T Centre soon.

DEBATING
Congratulations to our two debaters who have excelled
themselves and made the Eastern Cape debating team.

Left
Estelle Minas (Grade 10)
Right Tyler Wratten (Grade 10)
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HORSE RIDING
Last weekend, both the Grahamstown Riding Club’s Settlers Show and the Eastern Cape Youth Champs took
place. A number of our DSG riders competed and received very pleasing results:
Hannah Jones (Grade 11) came first for both her prelim dressage tests, Rebecca Jones (Grade 8) came in
second and Lily Bowker (Grade 9) took 3rd place for prelim 3. Rebecca also came second in the 80cm A2 speed
class and Lily was named the Eastern Cape Junior reserve champion in the 60cm Championship class with her
horse Ringo.
Abigail Burton (Grade 9) came third in the 60cm A2 speed class and is the 60cm Eastern Cape Junior Champion
with her horse Bambi.
Emma Gouws (Grade 12) came second in the 1.10 Welcome Stakes, came third in the 1.10 A2 speed class and
is the Junior Open Working Hunter Reserve Champion with Shapiro.
Emily Patterson (Grade 12) won her intermediate equitation test and is the 1.10 Reserve EC Junior Champion
with Poet.
CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL OUR RIDERS!
Above:
Hannah Jones
Far Left:
Abigail Burton and
Lily Bowker
Left:
Mia Jenner
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SWIMMING
A big congratulations is in order for one of our swimming
stars, Khwezi Jacobs, who once again has achieved
outstanding results in the pool. Earlier this week we
received confirmation that Khwezi has been selected to
participate at the XIV CANA African Junior and Senior
Championships from 11-17 October 2021 in Accra,
Ghana. Well done to coach Sheena Price and Khwezi
Jacobs. We are incredibly proud of both of you!

CRICKET
The Salem Family six-a-side cricket title was contested last weekend, with the Brothertons taking their first victory
in two decades. Among the families in contention for the title was the Emslie clan, a well-known College and DSG
family in the area. History was made when our talented athlete, Megan Emslie, became the first female to ever
take part in the event after of the Emslie men went down with an injury. Megan, a Border women’s cricketer, did
her team proud which included her father Andrew, uncle Michael and brother William. Sarah Brotherton (Grade
11) was our chief photographer and supporter of the winning team.

OLD GIRL NEWS
Can you spot the Girl in Green? Old Girl, Caitlin Little
(‘17), is representing The University of Pretoria (Tuks)
in their first eight at the annual RMB Universities Boat
Race on the Kowie in Port Alfred this weekend.
The girls crushed the heats yesterday afternoon making
their way into the A final which will take place at 14h45
tomorrow afternoon. Good luck to Caitlin, we are
rooting for you!
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INTERHOUSE 3000M

Yesterday 18 atheletes braved
the heat to compete in the
interhouse 3000m competition
at the Rhodes University
athletics track. Crewe House
took all three podium positions,
with Emma Kruse (Grade
10) coming in first with a time
of 11.14, followed by Kaitlyn
Kruiskamp (Grade 9) and
Sophia Baynes (Grade 9).
Congratulations to all those
who took part!
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WEEKEND FUN IN MANYANO HOUSE
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Important to Note
FINAL IEB MATRIC TIMETABLE

The 2021 timetable has been amended because of the local elections scheduled for 1 November 2021.
The changes to 1 and 2 November by the DBE have made it necessary to change two subjects in the IEB
timetable as well. We have posted the amended final timetable on our website and the changes are indicated
in bold italics.

MATRIC PERSONAL TIMETABLES

The Matrics’ personal timetables were emailed to Matrics and their parents this week together with a booklet
of Regulations for the IEB Final Examinations. We will be giving every matric a hard copy of both of these
documents next week, for which they need to sign. The personal timetable will reflect the correct dates of the
amended final timetable.
It is critical that every Matric stick up her final exam timetable above her desk, and read the booklet of
regulations, carefully, from beginning to end.
THIS IS IMPORTANT.

MATRIC SUPPLEMENTARY EXAMS “Further examination opportunity”
Please note that currently the position is that the IEB will conduct another examination in April/May 2022.
However, pupils must have written the full set of exams in November, and may use the opportunity to improve
their results. The details of the regulations are still to be communicated by the DBE and the IEB.
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That Friday Feeling...
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