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DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
During the holidays I was able to escape to the Lowveld
and spend some time in a reserve bordering the Kruger
Park. Although warmer than Makhanda, winter had not
quite fled the park and, despite the signs of spring in the
budding new leaves and gorgeous impala lily blossoms,
it was still crisp and chilly in the early mornings and
evenings. Just after sunrise one morning, while drifting
along in the open Landy, beanies pulled low over our ears
and steam billowing from flasks of hot tea, we happened
upon a large pride of lions.
Some of the younger males wandered over to take a
closer look at us, bold and curious, lifting their heads
and sniffing the air inquisitively. The cat that caught my
eye, was clearly the matriarch of the pride. Sitting regally
a short distance away she eyed us calmly, obviously not
the least bit bothered by the spectacle we presented. With
the soft morning light highlighting her perfect features, she
was the embodiment of strength, beauty and vitality.
Lions are the only cats that live in groups dominated by
females. “Females are the core. The heart and soul of the
pride. The males come and go,” says Craig Packer, one of
the world’s leading lion researchers. While an alpha male
within a pride is known to kill cubs that aren’t his own, in
order to preserve the dominance of his lineage, lionesses
are nurturing, caring for all the cubs, even those that do
not belong to them. The lioness is faster, sleeker and more
flexible than her male counterpart, making her the better
hunter, providing the vast majority of the pride’s food in the

way of freshly killed prey. If their pride gets too big, the
females will even carve out a new territory next door for
their daughters to take over and start their own pride.
As humans, and particularly the girls we are raising, we
can learn a lot from lionesses. Caring for each other,
acting as mentors and role models, teaching our offspring
new skills and helping them to carve their own path in
the world are all vital aspects of our place in society. The
contrasting and complementary characteristics of these
magnificent felines are what make them both fascinating
and formidable. Let’s encourage our girls to be like the
lioness: fierce and courageous, yet caring and nurturing.

En Avant

Jane Ritchie
Head of Junior School

“Let’s encourage our girls
to be like the lioness:
fierce and courageous, yet
caring and nurturing.”
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Until
Again
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AT A GLANCE

17Kitty
SeptemberLorraine
Farewell
13:00 - 15:00 Interhouse Cross-country
24 September
Heritage Day celebration
Squash Challenges Senior (Gr 6 & 7)
(Open to Everyone)

“Childhood is about PLAYING,
DISCOVERY and BELIEVING
in DREAMS. The IMAGINATION
and POSSIBILITIES
are ENDLESS.”
Anon
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25 September
Squash Challenges Junior (Gr 4 & 5)
(Open to Everyone)
Hockey and Netball u13A fixture vs Woodridge (TBC)
28 September
13h00-15h00 Junior School Athletics Day
(Field events)
29 September
08h30-12h00 Junior School Athletics Day (Track
events)
1 October
Books 2 You fair (SAP)
14:00 School closes for half-term

Reflections from Rev
“He heals the broken-hearted, and binds up their
wounds.” Psalm 147:3
Our entire community has been gripped by a deep
sadness at the death of our teacher, colleague and
friend. Mr Mkula has left a big void in all our hearts.
The Psalmist reminds us that God heals the brokenhearted. It is comforting to know that our God is
always there for us no matter what problems arise.
This gives us hope to carry on during our time of
darkness.
Our Junior school string orchestra pupils and those
who were taught by Mr Mkula gathered for prayer
and shared some of their fondest
memories of him. His name
has been imprinted on all
our hearts.
May his soul rest in
eternal peace.

Rev Rachel

u13 Singles Tennis tournament (Kingswood) [1-2 Oct]

*Reminder: No spectators are allowed to attend the events,
strict Covid protocol will be adhered to.

17 September
Emma Richardson

BIRTHDAY
WISHES
E N AVA N T

18 September
Ms Aya Sowazi
28 September
Jessica Muirhead
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NEW BEGINNINGS.. .

We had a fun-filled week with the JEFA team’s invasion at
the DSG Junior School. Our girls got to think in the box,
out of the box and examine why the box exists. Critical
thinking is a skill that can be developed through engaging
with engineering principles and application-focused tasks.
The Grade 4s studied the basic principles of engineering
through a series of workshops that covered the foundation
of machinery and structures. The girls learnt about the
different types of communication and the importance
of clear communication in design and engineering. The
students further learnt about levers, structures and
performed tasks to improve their spatial intelligence.
When it was time for our Grade 5s to jump into their
STEAM workshops, they learnt about pulleys, wheels,
axles and how to use them and were challenged to
come up with their own inventions by following design
briefs. The girls also learnt how to juggle! This task
highlighted that learning new things can be difficult,
but persistence is the best way to continue learning.
‘Computational Thinking’, was the name of the game
in Grade 6 -the girls played Quattro (4-way) Chess to
improve their strategic thinking skills. By the end of the
day, learners could identify gears, calculate gear ratios
and build gear trains. They were also very excited to
dive into coding with Arduino and working with circuits.
Grade 7s stretched their brains by designing circuits and
coding LEDs to turn on. The girls then had to build robots
with geared mechanisms that control the way the robots
move. They then learnt about the ‘Six Simple Machines’
by building a crane and motorising its mechanisms. Lastly,
the Grade 7s did a workshop on interesting scientific facts
which are not commonly spoken about, such as how
NASA discovered that travelling in space alters your DNA.

Mrs Bronwyn Herring
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Planting the Seed
with the Grade 6s
The Grade 6s were eager to plant their tiny seeds, the
initial step of their History project. As we delve into the
History of Medicine, they will soon uncover how versatile
plants can be and the medicinal properties they possess.
We were spellbound by Mr Mills' tales, as he guided
us through the Amazwi Museum garden on Friday
morning. We were fortunate to be surrounded by the
beauty of our indigenous plants and
to learn more about our local florae
from such a knowledgeable man.

Mrs Megan Theron
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The Grade 6s learn the art of EMPATHY,
GRATITUDE & POSITIVE THINKING

During a Life Skills lesson, the girls led each other around blindfolded to experience what life might
be like if we lost the ability to see. This lesson in empathy followed last weeks lesson of gratitude and
positive thinking.

SKILLS FOR LIFE
E N AVA N T
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THE SPORT’S REPORT
This term, summer sports has started in full swing with our
girls involved in various sporting activities such as water
polo, flippa ball, tennis, squash, soccer and athletics. It
is lovely to see all of our pupils back on the squash and
tennis courts, in the swimming pool, and on the fields
after the long break.

FLIPPA BALL AND WATER POLO
Flippa ball is a new sport introduced this term for
the Grade 4 and 5. It is a precursor to water polo,
where the girls are taught the basic skills of the
sport and build water confidence while having fun!
This term, the u13 water polo girls will participate in
internal league matches against the senior DSG u14
teams on Wednesdays after school.

ATHLETICS
The athletics season started with our girls’ doing athletics track and
field trials on sunny Saturday mornings. The days presented a high
level of performance and great spirit from the girls, who showed
unwavering effort and enthusiasm. We look forward to seeing their
performance develop throughout the season.

CROSS COUNTRY
The inter-house cross country will take place on Friday 17 September.
We look forward to seeing the girls excel in their running performance.

TENNIS

DSG vs Stirling Primary tennis fixture

On Friday, 10 September 2021, Samantha Wienand,
Grace Kemp, Lucy Holderness, Natasha White, Emma
Watson, Jasmine Apps and Salizwa Mbambaniso
(Reserve) travelled to East London to play a tennis
fixture against Stirling Primary School. Each played one
doubles and one single match. The standard of tennis for
both teams was very high, resulting in DSG and Stirling
Primary tying their single matches 3-3. Unfortunately,
DSG lost their doubles matches 2-1. The overall result
was 5-4 to Stirling Primary. Well done to the DSG
tennis girls for showing great effort, determination and
sportsmanship!

IPT TENNIS
Congratulations to Grace Kemp, who made the u13 Tennis
Eastern Cape Elephants Team. She will be representing
Tennis Eastern Cape against the Western Cape from the
24 to 26 September 2021

E N AVA N T
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THIS WEEK’S GIRLS IN GREEN
This week we meet Lily, Grade 5, who is crazy about gymnastics; Megan, Grade 6, a passionate dancer; Kianga,
Grade 6, who dreams of becoming a neurosurgeon one day; Chloe, Grade 7, a fashionista who lives life to the fullest; Imani, also Grade 6, who wants to learn how to skate and Jamie, Grade 7, a swimming sensation with a love of
wildlife!
What makes your home so special? The potholes
and donkeys and all the very friendly people that live
here.

LILY LANGE
Nickname/s: Lils, Lilly Pop

What do you like doing for fun? I’ve got a passion
for dancing but I also love to play music and doing
gymnastics. I like to bake and play with my sister.

Grade: 5
Day Girl or boarder?
Day girl
Where do you come from?
I come from Port Alfred
What makes your home special?
All of the people living in it
What do you like doing for fun? I love to do
gymnastics.
What is something you want to learn how to do? A
back handspring
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today
What makes you laugh? Mostly anything
What is something you are really looking forward
to? Going into Grade 6
What is your favourite thing about DSG?
All the fabulous pupils and teachers
What do you want to be when you grow up?
I just want to do lots of gymnastics.

Where do you come from? I live in Grahamstown but
come from Cape Town and East London.

What is something you are really looking forward
to? Going on the American field trip
What do you love about DSG?
The sisterhood
What do you want to be when you grow up?
A neurosurgeon

Grade: Grade 6

What makes you laugh? When my friends crack jokes
and we all laugh together!
What is something you are really looking forward to?
I really am looking forward to my family’s adventure in
England.
What do you love about DSG? My favourite thing about
DSG are all the kind teachers and all the girls that include
you and make DSG feel like your second home.
What do you want to be when you grow up? I would
really like to be a mechanical engineer, a Broadway
dancer/actor or a dance/music teacher when I grow up.

KIANGA KUBEDI
Nickname/s: Kia, Ki

What makes your home so special? Me

Day Girl or Boarder? Day girl

What makes you laugh? My family

When is the last time you made someone smile?
I made someone smile a second ago.

Where do you come from?
Johannesburg

Grade: Grade 6

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today

CHLOE RISCHBETER

Day Girl or Boarder? Boarder

Nickname/s:
Megs, Meg, Megon, Megalodon

What is something you want to learn how to do?
Gymnastics/Tae Kwondo

What is something you want to learn how to do?
I would really like to learn how to do a double twist on a
trampoline.

Grade: Grade 6

MEGAN WIENEKUS
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What do you like doing for fun? Chilling with my
family

E N AVA N T

IMANI THOMAS
Nickname/s: Mimi, Imi, Tom
and Jerry
Grade: Grade 6
Day Girl or Boarder?
Boarder
Where do you come from? I am
from Jo’burg.
What makes your home so special? My family and
friends are from there and the malls.
What do you like doing for fun? I like reading,
watching Anime, spending time with my friends and
writing
What is something you want to learn how to do?
Skate

Nickname/s: Chlo and Nooi

When is the last time you made someone smile?
A few minutes ago

Day Girl or Boarder? Day girl
Where do you come from? I was
born in Grahamstown and have lived
here all my life.

What makes you laugh? My friends’ and my dad’s
dad jokes

What makes your home so special? It is nice and
small, so you can go anyway in a short time.
What do you like doing for fun? I like to play
minecraft, colour in and listen to music.
What is something you want to learn how to do?
I want to learn how to be a fashion designer.

What is something you are really looking forward
to? Half-term
What do you love about DSG? My friends and the
memories I’ve made here
What do you want to be when you grow up?
A writer or video game designer

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today

JAIME MOTE

What makes you laugh? Cheesy jokes

Nickname/s: Jaime James,
Jaime Jame, JJ

What is something you are really looking forward to?
I am looking forward to carrying on enjoying life to the
fullest.
What do you love about DSG? All the different subjects
and the beautiful grounds along with so many amazing
girls.
What do you want to be when you grow up?
A fashion designer

Grade: Grade 7
Day Girl or Boarder? Day girl
Where do you come from? I live in Addo and come
from South Africa.
What makes your home so special? It is special
because there are so many people to meet and play with.
What do you like doing for fun? Swimming, running,
hockey and netball

E N AVA N T
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What is something you want to learn how to do?
To work with animals and how to treat them.
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today
What makes you laugh? My friends and cousin
What is something you are really looking forward to?
Going to my uncle’s farm
What do you love about DSG? All of the sport
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The Gardening Club
The Garden Club made a scarecrow
which we have added to our yard at
the Junior School.

Mrs Angie Gooden

What do you want to be when you grow up?
I want to work with wild animals.

Courage
Kindness

&

2022 Term Dates
The Diocesan School for Girls, St Andrew’s College and Prep
Term 1 (Easter): Thursday 13 January - Wednesday 6 April 2022
Wednesday 12 January
Thursday 13 January

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: Thursday 24 February (Travel Day) to 18h00 on Tuesday 1 March 2022
Wednesday 6 April
Thursday 7 April

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day

Term 2 (Trinity): Wednesday 4 May – Wednesday 3 August 2022
Tuesday 3 May
Wednesday 4 May

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: Thursday 23 June (Travel Day) to 18h00 on Tuesday 5 July 2022 (To Be Confirmed)
Wednesday 3 August
Thursday 4 August

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day

Term 3 (Michaelmas): Tuesday 30 August – Monday 5 December 2022
Monday 29 August
Tuesday 30 August
We had a casual day on 3 September in celebration of
Spring and in support of The Association for Persons with
Disabilities. This year the theme this year is ‘Courage and
Kindness’. The girls were encouraged to bring a minimum
of R5 to support this worthy cause. Thank you to our
girls for all the generous and good-spirited contributions.

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Balloon Weekend: Friday 30 September – Tuesday 4 October 2022
Half Term: After event on Tuesday 4 October to 18h00 on Monday 10 October 2022
Monday 5 December
Tuesday 6 December

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day

Mrs Angie Gooden
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www.sacschool.com | www.dsgschool.com | www.saprepschool.com
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Happy
Friday!
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