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VALUE: SELF-CONTROL

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
The campus is quiet and crisp in the bright winter sunlight.
It seems to be resting, waiting patiently for the return of
our lovely girls. However, it is not entirely without signs
of life. Our maintenance team is taking the opportunity to
coax grass from the bare patches around the trampoline,
hang another swing, mount netball hoops and trim
hedges and lawn edges. Less patient are the teachers,
who miss the girls’ energy and cheerful faces. With many
of us receiving our vaccinations last Friday, we felt ready
to throw open the doors and dust off the desks! Our
collective disappointment on Sunday night was tangible.
As we have done so often in the past 18 months, we
checked our frustration and rallied our troops.
As I searched our Values Tree for a ‘fruit’ to pick this week,
‘self-control’ jumped out at me. With all that is happening
around us, the only thing we really do have control over,
is ourselves. How do we react to the latest crises in our

country? Do we hide under the duvet in despair or salvage
what we can from the wreckage and push on? Many
people are facing that decision quite literally this week
after the devastating riots in KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng.
Heartbreaking videos and photographs circulated on
social media at the beginning of the week, documenting
the widespread trail of destruction, and I wondered how
on earth people would rebuild their lives from the ashes.
Soon however, more videos began to circulate, of hope,
courage and strength in solidarity.
Ordinary members of the community banded together to
protect their neighbourhoods and shopping malls. Work
parties quickly gathered to clean up the mess left behind
by looters. Stories of perfect strangers arriving uninvited,
armed with brooms and garbage bags, to help restore
shops and warehouses are not unique. People from
all walks of life have worked tirelessly together, taking
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back street corner by street corner, one bakkie-load
of debris at a time. The video of Umhlanga residents
keeping watch through the night, accompanied by a man
playing the bagpipes brought me to tears. For me, this
embodied the spirit of South Africans: our resilience and
resourcefulness, our sense of humour in tough times and
our sheer bravado.

Until We Meet Again

Farewell Kitty Lorraine
With heavy hearts we bid
farewell to Kitty Lorraine
who is leaving us for
New Zealand.

It is clear that action is what has given these communities
hope and a feeling of control over their circumstances.
So too, must we throw off the duvet, grab the bagpipes
and fight the war on lethargy and despondency which
threatens to grip us during this third and formidable
wave. The girls are leading the way, engaging eagerly
online and working diligently on their independent tasks.
We commend them for their adaptability and thank them
for their team effort.
Have yourselves a wonderful winter weekend!
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Kitty’s fun-loving,
effervescent energy
will be missed and we
wish her all the best on
her new adventures.

All the best
Kit Cat, Kitty, Minitty, Kits !

En Avant!

Jane Ritchie
Junior School Head

“It is clear that action is what has given
these communities hope and a feeling of
control over their circumstances.
So too, must we throw off the duvet,
grab the bagpipes and fight the war
on lethargy and despondency which
threatens to grip us during this third
and formidable wave.”
Jane Ritchie

TWO WEEKS AT A GLANCE
09h30 Monday Assembly
10h00-12h00 Monday to Friday
Online classes until further notice (Google Classroom)

IMPORTANT DATES
Last day of on-line school
12:00 Final Assembly
(Google Classroom)
29 August 12:00 - Boarders return
30 August 08:00 - Classes begin (Term 3)
4 August

Data Protection

Under the Protection of Personal Information Act (POPIA) which came into
effect on 1 July 2021, all organisations and schools alike have a legal
obligation to manage the personal information it processes appropriately,
by applying specific principles and conditions.
The Diocesan School for Girls is committed to ensuring the security and
protection of your personal information and to provide a compliant and
consistent approach to data protection. Should you have any questions
related to the POPIA Act, please refer to our website.
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PHOTO COMPETITION
Theme: Eyes
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Rev’s Reflections
We have all seen the devastating images of the unrest
that has rocked some parts of our country and in
particular Gauteng and KZN provinces. It has been so
painful to see the damage that has been caused by the
looting and burning of businesses and property. This
has led to an instant loss of lives and livelihoods, as
well as a food crisis as shops stand empty. All this while
the Covid-19 deaths hit the 600 mark. It is easy for one
to get despondent and lose hope.
Such a time calls for us to get down on our knees
and pray. Pray individually, pray as a family, pray as a
group. Let us rise and pray for our nation. Let us pray
for forgiveness of sins and for unity. Let us cover our
country in continuous prayer. Let us pray for the saving
grace of Jesus. We know that when we pray, things
happen in the spiritual realm. May the tests turn into
testimonies.

1st place Mihle Ngona

The promise God made to the Israelites is true for us
too.

“If my people who are called by my name shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn
from their wicked ways: Then I will hear from heaven,
and I will forgive their sin, and I will heal their land.” 2
Chronicles 7:14
Let us commit our country to the Lord. Our hope is in
the Lord alone. With him, nothing is impossible.

2nd Place Liyabukwa

3rd Place

Ngozwana

Love and blessings!

Rev Rachel

Lamandlovu Mdingi
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What is a vaccine? Forgotten kisses

and hugs. School trips. Grandparents at your
Christmas table. Movies with warm popcorn.
Sold out theatre shows. Gigs. Evening meals
out in a restaurant with friends. Last minute,
spontaneous weekends away. Braais and rugby
games with your mates. Roar of fans when their
team score the try. Warcries. Dancing. Seeing
people’s faces. Simple hand-shakes. Open
boarders. Face-to-face schooling. Fun runs.
Competitive sport. And the best thing is: you can
still stay at home if you really want…
Anon
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Youth Day 2021
The Grade 7 girls led our Youth Day
commemoration this term. The class was
divided into 3 groups and each group
researched and presented their topic to the
school, comparing youth day celebrations
in different countries across the world. One
group focused on the history of and reason
why we commemorate youth day in South
Africa each year; the second group looked
at Juneteenth- a celebration of the youth, by
the children of America commemorating the
release from slavery of their ancestors; and
the third group researched other countries
such as China, Belgium and the Caribbean
nations, who also celebrate their youth, and
when, how and why they do this.
The Grade 6 girls presented powerful
and moving poetry – some penned by
themselves, about Youth Day and the
history of the event, and to end, the whole
school, led by the choir, sang a Johnny
Clegg medley arranged by Mr Matrass. Mrs
Margie Rogers’ Marimba band played their
lovely rendition of songs after the Youth Day
event during break time which was most
entertaining.
A simple, yet moving event, led by the
children to remember a dark yet important
day in South Africa’s history.
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THE SPORT’S REPORT
INTERHOUSE NETBALL REPORT
On Friday the 11 June 2021, the Junior interhouse netball
took place on a warm winter afternoon. The round-robin
event was full of excitement, starting with the u13As
playing against the staff/coaches’ team with all the girls
cheering beautifully along the side-lines for both teams.
Well done to the staff/coaches’ team for showing their
dominance, winning 9-1 in the end.
The interhouse matches were extremely competitive,
with great sportsmanship shown all around. The girls
played exceptionally well and showed great confidence,
skill and knowledge in all the games, playing their hearts
out for their houses. Well done to all those who took part
in the event. Congratulations to Ruby House for winning
the overall event, with Amber House taking a close 2nd
place, followed by Jade House in 3rd place.

Miss C Bennett
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INTERHOUSE HOCKEY REPORT
On Saturday, 12 June 2021, the Junior interhouse hockey
took place in the early morning. The games started with
the u10/11 side from each house playing 8-aside half a
field matches, followed by the Senior teams who played
11-aside full-field matches. The girls played exceptionally
well showing off their skills and talents. Well done to all the
players for their enduring efforts and enthusiasm in playing.
It was a close result between all the houses, which proved
how competitive it was. A huge congratulations goes
to Jade house for being the overall winners, with Amber
House coming in close 2nd place and Ruby House in 3rd
place.
Many thanks to all the staff who came along to support
the netball and hockey teams. A big thank you to the staff
that helped set up and umpire; both the hockey and netball
were great events to be part of.

Miss C Bennett
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PYJAMA DAY
Pyjama Day is a fundraising initiative to raise monies for children in foster homes across the country. Whilst getting
involved in a very worthy cause, the girls enjoyed spending a day in their “Music
‘pjs’ stayinggives
warm, cosy
and extremely
a soul
to
comfortable as they eased their way into half-term. The teachers did not disappoint
and
‘dressed-up’
for
the
occasion,
the universe, wings to
bringing about much laughter and good humour amongst their pupils.

the mind, flight to the
imagination and life to
everything.” - Plato

The girls made the music school come
alive and energised all who attended the
concert. The audience was treated to a
variety of instruments and a showcase
of musical genres. The girls worked
exceptionally hard, and we applaud them
for having the courage to perform for their
peers and teachers alike. This is certainly
not an easy task, but the girls did it with
such poise. I would like to encourage all
our music girls to continue working hard
at their instruments and have fun doing
so.
Kind regards
Mr. Virgil Matrass
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THIS WEEK’S GIRLS IN GREEN
This week we meet Zenade, Grade 4 who hopes to take to the stage one day; Julia, Grade 5, who wants to
learn how to do an aerial cartwheel; Grace, Grade 6, who dreams of being a professional tennis player; Salizwa, Grade 7, who cannot wait for the end of lockdown and Christmas; Jessica, also Grade 7, who wants to
learn how to snow-ski and Liyabukwa, also Grade 7, whose favourite hobby is knitting.

ZENANDE GUMEDE

JULIA MACKENZIE

Nickname/s: Z, Zen or
ZenZen

Nickname/s: Lili and Julz
Grade: 5

Grade: 4

Day Girl or boarder?
Boarder

Day Girl or boarder?
Boarder

Where do you come from?
I live on Nanaga Farm.

Where do you come from?
Johannesburg
What makes your home special? My mom
What do you like doing for fun? I like singing and
dancing.
What is something you want to learn how to do? I
want to learn gymnastics.
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Everyday

What makes your home special?
The outside space
What do you like doing for fun? Tennis, hockey
and baking
What is something you want to learn how to
do? An aerial cartwheel (a cartwheel without
hands)

What makes you laugh? My mom and friends

When is the last time you made someone
smile? Today!

What is something you are really looking forward
to? I don’t know!

What makes you laugh? When my friends are
funny

What is your favourite thing about DSG?
My favourite thing about DSG is making friends.

What is something you are really looking
forward to? August holidays

What do you want to be when you grow up?
I want to be a singer or an actress.

What is your favourite thing about DSG?
The sport

Z

enande

A star in the making!

What do you want to be when you grow up?
A designer

***Please note that interviews of girls have all been conducted with parents approval and full support.
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GRACE KEMP
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What makes your home/city or town special?
The short drives to get to a place! The hexagon,
mountain view, and game reserves!

Nickname/s: Gracie, Grass
and Grac
Grade: 6

What do you like doing for fun?
Go on walks or play tennis

Day Girl or boarder?
Boarder

What is something you want to learn how to do?
Speak a different language

Where do you come from? Graaff-Reinet

When is the last time you made someone smile?
A few minutes ago

What makes your home special?
It is in the middle of a game reserve and I have family
there.
What do you like doing for fun? I love playing tennis
and hockey. I like watching Wimbledon when it is on.
I love jumping on the trampoline and playing with my
dogs.
What is something you want to learn how to do?
How to do fancy knots for survival
When is the last time you made someone smile?
This morning
What makes you laugh? My dad when he tells joke
that he thinks are funny
What is something you are really looking forward
to? Going back to school and seeing all my friends!
What is your favourite thing about DSG?
All the sport, the teachers and my friends
What do you want to be when you grow up?
A professional tennis player

SALISWA
MPAMBANISO
Nickname/s:
Sali, Salz
Grade: 7
Day Girl or boarder?
Boarder
Where do you come from?
Queenstown

What makes you laugh? A lot of things make me
laugh, including my sister!
What is something you are looking forward to?
The end of lockdown and Christmas!
What is your favourite thing about DSG?
Being able to be creative, whether if it’s in school or
the boarding house!
What do you want to be when you grow up?
I am not sure.

JESSICA BOWKER
Nickname/s:
Jess, Jessie
Grade: Grade 7
Day Girl or Boarder?
Day girl
Where do you come from?
Bedford
What makes your home so special? It’s a small
farming town so everybody knows each other.
What do you like doing for fun? I like playing squash,
golf and farming.
What is something you want to learn how to do?
Snow-ski
When is the last time you made someone smile?
This morning
What makes you laugh? My dog when she steals my
blankets
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What is something you are really looking forward to?
My holiday at Tsitsikamma
What do you love about DSG?
All the different opportunities available to us
What do you want to be when you grow up?
A teacher

LIYABUKWA
NGOZWANA
Nickname/s: Liya
Grade: 7
Day Girl or boarder?
Boarder
Where do you come
from? I live in East London
What makes your home special?
The size of it, it’s not too big but not to small

JULY BIRTHDAYS

What do you like doing for fun? At the moment my
hobby is knitting.

1 July

Lomzi Ngwenze

What is something you want to learn how to do? I
would love to learn how to crochet.

3 July

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Yesterday I made my brother smile when I finally
finished doing my homework so we go watch a movie.

Abigail Meihuizen
6 July

What makes you laugh? My sister’s jokes

Sikelelwe Msipha

What is something you are really looking forward
to? Going into Grade 8
What is your favourite thing about DSG?
How polite and understanding the teachers are.

9 July

Mrs Margie Rogers

What do you want to be when you grow up?
I have been told by many that I should consider
becoming a lawyer.

11 July

Xulu Minentle
14 July

What do you love about DSG?

Imani Thomas

“All the different opportunities
available to us.”

16 July

Jessica Bowker (Grade 7)
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That Friday
Feeling...

Have a wonderful weekend!
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