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VALUE: INCLUSIVITY

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
“Creativity is as important as literacy.” – Sir Ken Robertson

I have been hugely privileged the last two weeks to have
engaged with experts in various aspects of management
and leadership, as well as colleagues from across South
Africa, whilst completing the Wits ISASA Leadership
Development Course. Two major themes that have been
highlighted are that change is constant (if you’ll pardon
the oxymoron) and that the future is unpredictable. Who
could have foreseen a worldwide pandemic, which shut
down most airports in the world and disrupted economies
the world over? The challenges we deal with are different
to anything we have faced before and continue to evolve
in scope and complexity all the time.
Strategic planning, staff development and curriculum
extension are becoming more and more essential to
ensure that our schools are offering an education that will
produce children that are “future-fit”. The poor state of the

economy has been mentioned in nearly every lecture I
have attended, no matter the theme, and load shedding
has been our constant companion. However, it’s not all
doom and gloom. Stories of successful businesses are
shared as beacons of hope and inspiration, examples of
what can be achieved with perseverance and resilience.
What is common to every success story is that the
organisation, or individual, has not followed a tried and
tested formula. They have done something different,
found a novel solution, thought out of the box and been
creative.
So how do we “future-proof” our kids? I believe the answer
lies in creativity. Sir Ken Robertson said that creativity is
as important as literacy in schools today and it should be
given the same attention. I couldn’t agree more. Creativity
is an ‘AI-Proof Skill’, in other words, something that can’t
be synthesised by artificial intelligence or robots. Being
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able to solve problems using skills that you weren’t taught or approach them differently to how you were taught, is
something that computers aren’t able to do.
Creativity now tops the list of most valued skills in many industries and organisations, and schools should be no
different. The idea that creativity is an exceptional and paramount skill is not a new one. In the 1950s, Benjamin
Bloom, an educational psychologist, classified learning objectives according to levels of cognitive functioning that
has come to be known as Bloom’s Taxonomy. At the top of the pyramid, is ‘create’, requiring the highest level of
cognitive functioning.

Creative classrooms transform the way students learn and engage. Not only does it make lessons more interesting
and interactive, but creativity also plays a key role in children’s emotional development. Students learn to be good
communicators while improving their social skills. Creative thinking in groups encourages them to learn about
accepting others’ ideas. Creative classrooms transform the way students acquire education and how they apply it in
real life. They learn without pressure, which fosters a love of learning, in turn leading to lifelong learning.
Resourcefulness is a skill that will never be outdated or become obsolete. We need to actively and deliberately teach
and value creativity, celebrate and reward it. To this end, I am in the process of developing a programme for DSG
Junior, which will encourage problem solving through creative, collaborative thinking. This will be introduced to the
Grade 7s after half term and incorporated into the curriculum of all grades next year. Watch this exciting space for
more developments in our Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving programme!

En Avant!

Jane Ritchie
Junior School Head
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“Resourcefulness is a skill that will never be outdated or
become obsolete. We need to actively and deliberately teach
and value creativity, celebrate and reward it.”
Jane Ritchie
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PHOTO COMPETITION
Theme: Birds
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Revs Reflections
“Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth!
Break forth and sing for joy and sing praises.
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
With the lyre and the sound of melody.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
Shout joyfully before the King, the Lord.”
Psalm 98:4 - 6
The Psalmist knew how beautiful it was to worship
God and felt compelled to do so in song and musical
instruments.

1st place Emily Palmer

With so much musical talent at DSG, Junior school
Chapel services have started featuring our young
musicians. So far we have had the choir as well as
musicians on the piano, clarinet, violin, the jembe drum
and the marimbas. All just making a joyful noise for the
Lord.
The girls love to perform, and the congregation enjoys
the weekly musical showcase. Our services have
become more enjoyable with the new twist, and many
girls are asking for a chance to perform something at
one of the services.
This week’s installments were a solo piano piece where
Lauren Bowker played ‘Hand in Hand’ by Ben Crosland.
Comprising of Amahle Gula, Rowena Bataringaya,
Lamandlovo Mdingi, Sikelelwe Msipha and Naledi
Zhungu, the Marimba chapel group played ‘Boris the
Bassman’ by Jon Madin.

2nd Place Zara Burchell

I am looking forward to more performances from more
girls.
Love and blessings!

Rev Rachel

3rd Place

Abigail Meihuizen
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TWO WEEKS AT A GLANCE
12 June
08h00-10h00 Interhouse Hockey
14 June
14h00 – 15h00 Normal school sport
Grade 6 & 7 day girls can go home after sport.

15 June
Pajama Day!
14h00-15h00 Normal school sport
16 June
Youth Day
14h00 School closes
17 June
Travel Day
29 June
18h00 Boarders Return
30 June
08h00 Classes begin
Please note, government regulations still prohibit spectators
at sport and cultural events until further notice.

Anon

“SMILES are
luxury. Luxury
are HUGS and
KISSES. Luxury
is enjoying every
SUNRISE. Luxury
is the privilege
of LOVING and
BEING ALIVE”
Anon
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The Grange
Last week, several of the boarders decided that it would be fun to
feed my dogs in the evenings. My daughters, Lucy and Emma, also
thought this was a great idea as they do not think feeding the dogs
is much fun at all! We had visitors from Port Alfred, Pepper and Tom
the cat, so there was plenty of furry love to go around.

Ms Jane Ritchie

Board
ing
Schoo
l
Diarie
s

E N AVA N T

DSG Junior School |

11JUNE 2021

Girls just wanna have fun!
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THE SPORT’S REPORT
Inter-school matches for the girl’s netball and hockey
sadly ended early owing to the government’s decision
to suspend inter-school contact sport fixtures, as a
preventative measure to combat the spread of Covid-19.
Over the past two weekends, the girls attended coaching
skill sessions and played internal netball and hockey
league matches with the girls having a lot of fun showing
off their talents and skills.
During assembly on 31 May, we had the opportunity
to announce the Junior School sports captains for
the respective sporting codes for winter sports.
Congratulations to the following girls who have been
selected as our sport captains in 2021:
Hockey:

Lauren Bouker (Captain)

		

Bontle Ramokolo (Vice Captain)

Netball:

Esona Pantshwa (Captain)

		

Emma Richardson (Vice-Captain)

Tennis:

Samantha Wienand

Squash:

Liso Mdolomba

Above: On Saturday, 5 June, the U13A hockey team
woke up bright and early on a cold winter’s morning to
play a friendly internal hockey match against a mixed
U14B/C hockey team. It was a very close game, and both
teams played exceptionally well. The girls played some
beautiful hockey and gave it everything they had. Well
done to the U13A hockey girls for winning the match 2-1.

Miss Aya Sowazi
Sports director
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Skills development
and internal games over
the weekends, keeps
our girls’ morale up and
match ready!
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STEM CLUB

In STEM club the girls learned about the Scientific Method and how they need to use it when conducting an experiment.
They learned that these steps are important to get to an unbiased conclusion. While applying what they have learned,
gives
a between
soul to
the girls had great fun making “10 Minute Ice-Cream in a bag” while exploring“Music
the chemical
reaction
the salt
and ice, which is essential to create this treat. The girls really enjoyed themselves
much.
the so
universe,
wings to

the mind, flight to the
imagination and life to
everything.” - Plato

Mr Lee Robyn

The girls made the music school come
alive and energised all who attended the
concert. The audience was treated to a
variety of instruments and a showcase
of musical genres. The girls worked
exceptionally hard, and we applaud them
for having the courage to perform for their
peers and teachers alike. This is certainly
not an easy task, but the girls did it with
such poise. I would like to encourage all
our music girls to continue working hard
at their instruments and have fun doing
so.
Kind regards
Mr. Virgil Matrass
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The Garden
Art Club

The Garden Art club has had good fun creating wooden garden signs and small succulent gardens in recycled
containers. They planted Echeveria Apus (as researched by Naledi), and, if given a sunny home with weekly
watering, they should grow happily.

Mrs Angie Gooden
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The Early Act Club visit to The Ikhayalethu Orphanage
Onelani celebrated his 8th birthday this week with four members of the EarlyAct Club and his four
‘siblings’. After opening his gift and eating lots of birthday cake and other sweet treats, the children
played in the rambling garden at the Ikhayalethu home. It was precious time spent with very special
children and their dedicated and loving mothering team.

Mrs Angie Gooden

Happy
y
Birthda i!
Onelan

Another Lovely Visit to see our Furry Friends
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North, East, South, West which way do you think is best?
Grade 4s are learning about direction and drawing compasses.

Mrs Lisa Micklewright
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THIS WEEK’S GIRLS IN GREEN

This week we meet Valentina, Grade 4, who wants to learn how to design secret bunkers and hide outs;
Ayola, Grade 5, who dreams of being a pediatrician; Mia, Grade 6, a creative with a flair for art and Abena,
Grade 7, who cannot wait to go to High School.

VALENTINA ABBATE

What makes your home/city or town special?
My family

Nickname:
Vali, Val, V

What do you like doing for fun? Laughing, playing,
and going home

Grade: 4

What is something you want to learn how to do? To
horse-ride

Day girl or boarder?
Boarder

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today

Where do you come
from? Johannesburg

What makes you laugh? Everything

What makes your
home so special? Big shopping centres

What is something you are really looking forward
to? Going home

What do you like doing for fun? Archery, horseriding and anoying my sister

What is your favourite thing about DSG?
My friends

What is something you want to learn how to do?
Design secret bunkers and hide outs

What do you want to be when you grow up?
Pediatrician or doctor for children

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Ten minutes ago

MIA GORDON

What makes you laugh? When my sister is being
silly

Nickname/s:
Mi

What is something you are really looking forward
to? Getting braces

Grade: 6

What is your favourite thing about DSG? Being
with friends all the time and hockey
What do you want to be when you grow up?
Author, engineer and architect

Day Girl or boarder?
Day girl
Where do you come from?
I live in Makhanda
What makes your home/city or town special?
Not driving far to get to the mountains or beach.

AYOLA MNQANDI

What do you like doing for fun?
Sport and art

Nickname/s: Ayolie, Yolie,
Yola

What is something you want to learn how to do?
I want to learn how to horse-ride

Grade: 5
Day Girl or boarder?
Boarder

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Yesterday
What makes you laugh? This morning

Where do you come from? East London
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What is something you are looking forward to?
Half term
What is your favourite thing about DSG?
The students, teachers, and groundstaff are so kind
What do you want to be when you grow up?
I want to be an artist or architect.

ABENA
BOATENGAIDOO
Nickname/s:
Benz, Benza, Boateng,
Abe

JUNE

Grade: Grade 7

15 June

Sibabalwe Matebese

Day Girl or Boarder?
Boarder

16 June

Where do you come from?
I come from Ghana but I’ve lived in Pretoria ever since I
was 1.

Mrs Judy Paul
17 June

What makes your home/city or town special?
Family and friends

Layla Botha

What do you like doing for fun? Irritating my mom

20 June

What is something you want to learn how to do?
I want to learn to knit.
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today
What makes you laugh? My mom’s corny stories
What is something you are really looking forward to?
High School

Sukoluhle Qomfo
22 June

Elizabeth, Isabella & Juliana
Ablort-Morgan
23 June

Joy Ngesi
Amahle Gula

What do you love about DSG?
The varieties of sport
What do you want to be when you grow up?
An entrepreneur

What do you love about DSG?
“The students, teachers, and
groundstaff are so kind.”

JULY
1 July

Lomzi Ngwenze

Mia Gordon (Grade 7)

***Please note that interviews of girls have all been conducted with parents approval and full support.
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Creating A Masterpiece
in Design & Technology and Art
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The
Grade 4s
Try their
hand at
Cinquain
Poems!
[A Cinquain poem
is a type of poem that is
classifed by the number of
syllables each line in the poem
has.]

GRADE 5 MOVIE MORNING!
“ The book is a film that takes place in the
mind of the reader.”
Paulo Coelho

The Grade 5s finished their class novel Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate
DiCamillo and were rewarded with a movie of the same title.

Mrs Judy Paul
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A Day in the Life of a Busy
Grade 6
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Grade 7’s

visit to Holy Cross
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