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Pure Joy - Vanessa Bowes

Pride Lights by Mr Zane Brown

To the DSG Community
Sawubona!
This is how we greet each other in isiZulu. The literal
meaning of ‘Sawubona’ is ‘I see you’. It is my favourite
greeting out of all those that I know because it is
underpinned by a beautiful core value – respect for
human dignity! ‘I see you’, implies much more than the
literal meaning of those words. This greeting says ‘I
acknowledge you’, ‘I validate you’ and ‘I respect you’.
The further layers of meaning in this greeting are very
powerful in building community. Those who are greeted
with ‘Sawubona’ are assured that they are included and
belong to the community, just as they are.
Unfortunately, humans do not have a good track record

of including everybody as they are. In most communities,
there are individuals and groups who are regarded by
those in power as ‘different’ or ‘other’. They are greeted
with ‘I do not want to see you’ or ‘I ignore you’. They are
denied the right to show up as themselves and are left
with three options – pretend, hide or leave!
Of course, we are well aware of the regular groups
and individuals on the receiving end of marginalisation,
discrimination and even rejection within their
communities. In fact, it is so prevalent that the
Constitution of our National Community (SA) speaks of
it in its preamble:
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“We, the people of South Africa,
Recognise the injustices of our past;
Honour those who suffered for justice and freedom in
our land;
Respect those who have worked to build and develop
our country; and
Believe that South Africa belongs to all who live in it,
united in our diversity.”
Despite our good intentions, best efforts and
Christian ethos, the DSG community is not immune to
discrimination occurring in our midst. In addition, there
are many members of our community who might feel at
home at DSG but don’t experience the same elsewhere
in the broader society. We have to acknowledge this
to remain committed to continually transforming our
school into a community of unconditional belonging,
united by our foundation-value of treating others as we
expect to be treated.
In the month of June, DSG will participate in the
international Pride Month to promote awareness of
the marginalisation of and discrimination against the
LGBTQI+ individuals and groups, across the world,
based on their gender or sexuality. Pride Month is
marked on campus by rainbow lights projected onto
Carnac block, representing the Pride flag. There will
also be a number of events to educate and promote
awareness and show compassion, coordinated by our
Transformation and Diversity portfolio prefects and
staff. These will be including an assembly reflection,
a discussion forum and sharing educational material,
such as the following:
In 1978, the first pride flag was made by a gay artist and
civil rights activist Gilbert Baker in the US against the
anti-gay community flag which had pink triangles used
by Nazis to identify gay people. The very first flag was
handmade with hand-dye using a combination of eight
vibrant shades - pink, orange, yellow, green, turquoise,
blue and purple. All these shades were inspired by the
rainbow to represent the variety among the people
in the community. Later, the flag evolved to meet the
demand and changed into a six-coloured flag as the
official symbol for gay pride. Here’s what each colour
means: Red forms the topmost band of the pride flag
that represents life. The bright shade, orange, stands
for healing. The yellow shade denotes sunlight with the
hidden meaning of being yourself instead of hiding in
the shadows and suppressing your feelings. The green
colour in the flag represents nature. Blue in the flag
replaced the original turquoise stripe and stands for

serenity.
I am aware that the issues of sexuality and gender are
complex and that people in our community hold a variety
of opinions around these. It is therefore important that
we do not leave this sensitivity to become an elephant
in the room. So, let us measure the intention of our
expression against discrimination with the touchstone
of the core values upheld at DSG and rooted in our
Christian ethos: compassion, kindness, empathy and
respect.

A person’s gender and sexual orientation is not a value,
it is a reality. The way people are treated, based on
their gender and sexual orientation, is also a reality –
for some, a harsh and cruel one. With the observation
of Pride Month at DSG, we are acknowledging these
realities and responding with our core values as we say
to every single DSG girl, staff member, parent, old girl
and friend, ‘Sawubona!’ We see you!
En Avant!

Jannie de Villiers
Head of School

“Let us measure the intention
of our expression against
discrimination with the touchstone
of the core values upheld at DSG
and rooted in our Christian ethos:
COMPASSION, KINDNESS, EMPATHY
and RESPECT.”
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Reflections from Rev
Now and again, I get a song that I repeatedly listen
to and it stays in my head for days. Lately, the song
‘Glorious’ performed by ‘One Voice Children’s Choir’
is just that. The lyrics of the song remind me of the
church I attended when growing up. For a long time,
we sang with the accompaniment of an organ. In fact,
my dad was the church organist for a long time before
he passed on. Sometime afterwards, our Sunday
School leaders started a ‘Youth for Christ’ club which
I eagerly joined when I was around 12 years old. One
of the many activities we did was forming a worship
team made of a choir and some instrumentalists. For
me, music came so naturally and so I was able to play
drums, the shakers, and the tambourine without much
training.
But I so vividly remember the first time we performed
for the congregation. At first, some members of the
church were not keen at having an ensemble leading
the singing in a church service. They felt this was
bringing ‘a worldly influence’ in the Holy place and that
it would be too noisy, it would be like a performance
and not worship. After much convincing by the church
elders, the group was allowed to join one of the services
to accompany the singing. Among the instruments we
played were guitars, drums, the keyboard, and the
tambourine. I remember there was loud applause
from the entire church after every song, as various
instruments were clearly heard helping us to worship
the Almighty God in a special way. Afterwards, we
became a regular feature at many services.

Through this experience, I am reminded of the words
of one of the verses of the song Glorious: “It’s like a
symphony, just keep listening. And pretty soon you’ll
start, to figure out your part. Everyone plays a piece,
and there are melodies, in each one of us. Oooh, It’s
glorious! So amazing, what we’re all creating!”
Singing for the Lord in harmony is beautiful.
Each of us has a part to play in this puzzle of life, with
each piece having its own perfect place and without
it, the puzzle is incomplete, and life takes on a new
meaning. And this pleases the Lord.
Psalm 104 verse 33 reads: “I will sing to the Lord all
my life; I will sing praises to my God as long as I
live.” When we know Christ, the beauty of his saving
grace puts a song in our hearts which can last forever.
No one can ever outgrow God’s wonder and knowing
that his righteous right hand is over our lives, brings
comfort to all people.
So, what song has God put on your heart today?
Would you like to go ahead and lavish him with your
singing, simply listen to your favorite worship song,
play an instrument or dance? Jesus is worthy of all our
praise, honour, and worship!
May you be blessed!

Rev Rachel
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SPORTS ROUND-UP

SQUASH
DSG holds top spot in both Eastern Province U14
and U19 age categories!
To read all about our squash champions click
here
Pictured above Megan Marx (U14), Lise-Mari Coetzee (U19),
Erin Powers (U19) and Abigail Holderness (U14)

SWIMMING
Fourteen year old Khwezi Jacobs once again
makes waves in the swimming arena, qualifying to
compete in the South African Grand Prix Series in
Durban in the Senior Open age group. Click here
to read more about Khwezi’s performance.
Pictured left Sheena Price, DSG’s swimming coach and
Khwezi Jacobs.
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The Open Music Concert

The Music Department hosted another very successful
and enjoyable Senior Open Concert last Wednesday.
Attendance was excellent - one of the reasons probably
being that it was the only event which was NOT
cancelled that day.
It was a real treat to hear the Wind Orchestra perform
again! We also salute all our other performers who were
willing and brave enough to share their music with us.
Jonathan Pretorious on cello
Kumkani Kabane on euphonium
Nikita Xhanti on trombone
Grace Rushmere on tenor saxophone
Megan Emslie, Camagu Mgwedli and Hluma Xako on
piano.

Salomie Rocher
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A trip to Addo

Grade 12 Life Sciences

SINGLE
FOCUS
DAY
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Grade 12 A
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some of our
submissions for

INTERHOUSE ART
CREWE
HOUSE
3rd
place
Left
BEST ARTWORK
FOR
CREWE HOUSE
Anna Pinto (Gr 9)

Top Right Mia Karimba (Gr 9)
Bottom Left Amie Jenner (Gr 9)
Middle Jessica Barrow (Gr 9)
Bottom Right Buhle Ndlovu (Gr 9)
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Top Right

ESPIN HOUSE
Zuki Marr(Gr 9)

Middle L-R Lucy Jewell (Gr 9),
Jessie Wheeler (Gr 9),
Bella Rodwell (Gr 9)
BEST ARTWORK FOR ESPIN HOUSE
Bottom L-R Sarah Southey (Gr 9),
Amy Thompson (Gr 9)
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Bella Rodwell (Gr 9)

2nd
place

KNOWLING HOUSE
Right top to bottom:
Kanya Torp Nelani (Gr 9)
Jamie Campbell (Gr 9)
Amelia Brown (Gr 9)
Middle top to bottom:
Lily Bowker (Gr 9)
Kanya Torp Nelani (Gr 9)
Left middle to bottom:
Jamie Campbell (Gr 11)
Katherine Brown (Gr 11)

BEST ARTWORK FOR KNOWLING HOUSE
Sarah Brits (Gr 9) Above
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MERRIMAN HOUSE
Right top to bottom:
Amy Fowlds (Gr 12)
Bella Mcleod (Gr 9)
Sarah Lake (Gr 9)
Middle top to bottom:
Lauren Menage’ (Gr 9)
Cate Byers (Gr 9)

1st
place

Left middle to bottom:
Marique Stevens (Gr 9)
Sarah Lake (Gr 9)
Above BEST ARTWORK
FOR MERRIMAN HOUSE
Jamie Marx (Gr 9)
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CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY

It is particularly wonderful to see some
pupils having the gumption to drive their own
ideas and initiatives to help our wonderful
community.

Top L-R: Cuddles at the SPCA, Annie
Cuthbert (Gr 8) baked sweet treats on
Sunday to deliver to our precious little friends
at Home of Joy on Monday! The treats were
delicious and enjoyed by all.

FURRY FRIENDS

Our DSG girls, under the leadership of Lara
Kruiskamp, have been hard at work doing
whatever they can to help our community.
From giving some TLC to our furry friends
at the SPCA to reading to little ones at one
of the local schools, the girls have managed
to show love, compassion, and generosity in
many ways.

DELICIOUS TREATS... YUM!

Middle: Annie Cuthebert with her little friends.
Below L-R: The girls stitching knitted squares
together to make blankets for the elderly at
Mackaisers Old Age home.

KEEPING THE ELDERLY WARM THIS
WINTER BY STITCHING UP KNITTED SQUARES TO MAKE BLANKETS.
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MEAL PACKS FOR THOSE IN NEED...
Tegan-Lee Parker (Gr 10) initiated a “meal pack” drive - the girls bought ingredients, packed it into a bag which
included instructions in it. All one needs to do is add water and it feeds a family of 4! On Monday the girls packed
49 food packs. These have been distributed to families in need in Joza Ext 7 through Little Flower Pre School.

KEEPING OUR CAMPUS CLEAN
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“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.”
Margaret Fuller

The Grade 8s do a term of community service where they go to Samuel Ntsika, a local school in Joza to read to
the Grade 4s. With Covid, we now sit outside in the fresh and the Grade 4s practise their reading or enjoy a story
being read to them!
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“There is
no fear w
hen
you are
having fun
!”
Will Thom
as
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Fishing!

Line Dancing

ClubScene

Golf
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Line Dancing

Gone Fishing
The DSG fishing club started this term and the DSG
girls have just completed their introductory course.
They have learnt to rig up a rod both for bait and lure
fishing and today the girls learnt how to cast, making
sure they are ready to get their hook in the water next
week Wednesday. The club will be going out in search
of bass and if we have any luck, we will be sure to report
this in the next newsletter.
Mr Simon Holderness
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The fourth annual DSG Play Festival was held on
2-3 June. The festival celebrates excellence in drama
and encourages work by students for students. The
festival has grown from a version of interhouse plays
to a fully-fledged festival, including students from every
grade across both campuses. Each year the Drama
Department aims to grow the festival by including
extra participants or adding an extra dimension to
the festival. In the second year of the festival, we
included St Andrew’s performers and in the third year,
St Andrew’s directors were invited to stage a play. This
year the Grade 11 Dramatic Arts’ class were fortunate
enough to be involved in the TheatreLink programme,
an international playwriting exchange programme, run
by the Manhattan Theatre Club in New York. This six
month programme involves writing an original script,
sending it to a school in the USA and receiving a play
for performance from another school. The production
of the plays that are sent and received are then live
streamed for viewing by the partner schools.

Humansville, written by the Grade 11 Dramatic Arts’
students was sent to Spotswood High School in New
Jersey and we will be watching their production of
Humansville on 9 June. As the class had grown very
attached to Humansville, we decided that it needed to
be performed as part of the DSG Play Festival. Erin
Powers, assisted by Hayley Kapnias and Megan Searle,
took on the task of bringing Humansville to life on stage.
The play deals with the issues faced by the community
of a small town. The return of Rev Dave threatens to
destroy the town as old animosity, prejudice and greed
rear their ugly heads. The audience are left to question
whether the small town will survive the sad turn of
events and endeavour to be kinder people. The play
was beautifully staged in the Lila Strong Hall and the
performers gave credible performances as the array of
interesting folk who inhabit Humansville.
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The second play featured at the festival was Still Dawn,
written by theatre students at Hill Country Christian
School in Austin, Texas, as part of the TheatreLink
programme. Still Dawn takes place on an island where
a group of people from different time periods have
been flung together and have managed to become
self- sufficient. Their life on the island is threatened by
fire and food shortages and a battle ensues between
those wanting to leave and those wanting to stay.
Competently directed by Scott Ritchie, the play came to
life on a set complete with beach sand and the sound
of waves lapping at the shore. The production was live
streamed on the 3 June to enable the student writers in
Texas to view their play.

The third play, Sainthood, set at St Gabriel’s School
for Boys, explores how five boys confront the culture
around the ‘Saint’s experience’; which includes attitudes
towards wealth, privilege, and influence. The play
unravels the threads of violence and its relationship
to race, sexuality, mental health and identity under
the patronage of masculinity and tradition. The play
demands a physical style of performance with the
emphasis on the performers’ voices and bodies rather
than costume, set and props. The five performers
worked incredibly hard, directed by Sbonga Nduli and
Keira Ocharo, and assisted by Ms Megan Knowles
to realise this challenging style of performance. The
production was a triumph and once word got around;
audience members lined up to get into the venue.
The final play on offer was Jo’obo Theatre, featuring
four homeless people who take refuge in an abandoned
theatre in Johannesburg. The play reveals these
rather eccentric characters and their daily struggle for
survival in a tender, yet humorous manner. The set
design was a joyful mix of old theatre paraphernalia
and the performers were outstanding as down and out,
yet delightfully sincere and entertaining characters.
Adding to the festival atmosphere was the use of a
different venue for each play. The recently completed
Little Box Studio is a welcome addition to the Drama
Department’s facilities. The empty space provides
options such as rehearsal space and as well as being
an appropriate space to film drama practical pieces.
Setting up four venues, complete with lighting, sound
and cameras is no small feat and Mr Zane Brown and
his Event Squad are commended and thanked for
their contribution to the success of the festival.
Congratulations to the directors, the casts and the
people behind the scenes for all the hard work that
went into making the DSG Play Festival a great
success.

Susan Baker
HOD Dramatic Arts
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Banago Trader’s business simulation day

The Johannesburg School of Finance spent three days at College/DSG this week to run a business simulation day
called Banango Traders. The Grade 12 Business Studies class completed the program on Monday, The Grade 9
EMS was completed on Tuesday and the Grade 12 Accounting pupils were involved on Wednesday. The Grade
12’s were able to complete one of their major portfolio requirements for the Matric Portfolio through this process
and have also acquired some basic business skills. The simulation game involves business decisions regarding
marketing and market share, cash flow and profitability, amongst others.

Des Alcock
HOD Accounting
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WINNERS
Team Spirit
Okes on Tour

Two weeks ago The Grade 8s had
a ‘Sunday Funday’! Ms T and Ms
Twani took all the boarders and several day girls out to the sports fields
to have a bit of fun in the sun. The
girls were divided into 4 teams, the
Bundas, Bees & Blues, Okes on Tour
and Endgame. They sang war cries
and played netball and soccer matches. They really enjoyed their time out
of the house. It was good to see the
different teams coming together, being creative and having fun. Prizes
were given out for the best war cry,
team spirit, best dressed team and
overall winner.

WINNERS
Best Dresed
&
Overall
Bees & Blues

JOINT
WINNERS

Ms Lucy Twane

Best War Cry
The Bundas

JOINT
WINNERS
Best War Cry
Ms Twane & Ms T

Endgame
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GOOD
TIMES
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2021
19 February

SIGNIFICANT DATES TO DIARISE
All dates pertaining to Matrics are in bold

TERM22
TERM

Saturday526
April
Saturday
June
Wednesday
28 April
Monday
14 June

Cambridge
Exams(Clapham
commence
to Thursday
June
SAC
Matric Dance
Jubilee
Dining10
Hall)
18h0012
Boarders
Grade
Design return
Year Work Exhibition

Saturday17
8 May
Thursday
June
Friday
14
May
Thursday 17 June

18h30 OpenParent
Mic Concert
(DRW)
08h00-11h00
Teacher
Meetings (Zoom)
Arts
&
Culture
Marathon
Half Term Travel Day

Thursday 29
Wednesday
16April
June
Saturday
1
May
Wednesday 16 June

Sunday 29
23 June
May
Tuesday
Tuesday325
May
Saturday
July

Wednesday
Thurs
8 – Sun26
18May
July
Wed
2
–
Thurs
3
Saturday 10 July June
Thursday
June
Monday
123July
Thursday
June
Tuesday
133July
Thursday 15 July
Monday
235July
Saturday
June
Tuesday
27
July
Mon 7 – Sat 12 June
Monday 2 August
Saturday 12 June
Monday 14 June
Wednesday 4 August
Tuesday 515August
June
Thursday
Wednesday 16 June

Wednesday
16August
June
Fri
27 – Mon 30
Thursday
June
Monday
3017
August
Tuesday
31
August
Thursday 17 June
Tuesday
Tuesday31
29August
June
Monday
13
September
Saturday 3 July
Tuesday 14 September
Thurs 8 – Sun 18 July
Saturday 18 September
Monday
12 July27 Sept
Fri
24 Sept-Mon
Thursday
15 July
Friday
1 October
Tuesday
October
Monday 526
July
Monday
Tuesday1127October
July
Monday
18
October
Monday 2 August
Tuesday 19 October
Wednesday 20 October
Thursday 21 October
Wednesday
4 August
Friday
22 October
Wed
10 November
Thursday
5 August
Tuesday 30 November

Wednesday 1 December

Term Day
2 commences
Youth
19h0012
DSG
Matric
(CH) date
Grade
IEBAnte
Drama
ESITDance
completion

st
Spar 1Boarders
Team Hockey
18h00
return Festival
GradeOpen
12 Life
18h30
MicSciences
Concert Portfolio Prac

17h30 Senior
Open (Virtual
Concertand
(DRW)
National
Arts Festival
Actual) TBC
DSG
Play
Festival
19h00 Prefects Grade 10 Dance (venue tbc)

16h00Trial
Grade
10 Cambridge
Evening (Zoom)
Matric
exams
begin untilInformation
Monday 2 August
17h3011
Grade
9 Subject
Choices
for Grade
10 Information Evening
Grade
examinations
being
until Monday
2 August
(Zoom)
Grade 10 examinations begin until Monday 2 August
Grade
9 examinations
begin until Jubilee
Monday Dining
2 AugustHall)
SAC Matric
Dance (Clapham
Grade
8 examinations
begin until Monday 2 August
Kingswood
Derby Week
Applications close for Cambridge A Levels Stream
Kingswood Derby Day (No spectators until government regulations
Examinations
end
are lifted
Matric Revision Camp booking deadline (tbc)
Grade 12 Design Year Work Exhibition
17h00 Final Assembly (compulsory attendance)
Grey High
Travel
Day School Strings Festival
Youth Day

TERM 3

GradeMatric
12 IEB
Drama ESIT
18h00
Revision
Campcompletion date
08h00-11h00
18h00
BoardersParent
return Teacher Meetings
Term
3
commences
Half Term Travel Day
Grade
Subject Choices
18h009Boarders
return for Grade 10 deadline
IEB
LifeOpen
Orientation
CAT Part B
18h30
Mic Concert
09h00 Matric IEB Life Sciences PAT (compulsory)
National Arts Festival (Virtual and Actual) TBC
DSG Matric Dance
MatricVisual
Trial exams
begin until
Matric
Arts Drawing
ExamMonday 2 August
Grade 10
& 11
examinations
begin until
Monday 2 August
Balloon
Week
commences
to Tuesday
5 October
Half
Term
after Athletics begin
Prize-Giving
until 18h00
on Monday 11 October
Grade
9 examinations
until Monday
2 August
18h00
return begin until Monday 2 August
GradeBoarders
8 examinations
IEB
Matric
Final
Exams
to 30 November
Applications close
for Cambridge
A Levels Stream
IEB Matric Information Technology P1 Practical
Examinations end
IEB Matric Computer Applications Technology P1 Practical
Matric
Revision
Camp
booking deadline
(tbc)
IEB
Matric
Advanced
Programme
Mathematics
17h00
Final
AssemblyProgramme
(compulsory
attendance)
IEB
Matric
Advanced
English
John
Jones
Travel
DayFish River Journey departs
John Jones Fish River Journey returns
17h00 Final Assembly (compulsory attendance)
Travel Day
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IMPORTANT NOTICES
The parent-teacher meetings will take place online on Thursday 17 June 2021 from 08h00-11h00.
Appointments can be made at: https://sacdsgprep.meettheteacher.com/
Bookings will open on Thursday 10 June at 08h00 and close on Tuesday 15 June at 16h00
Please click here to view the recording for the Grade 9 Subject Choice Information Session which was held
last night.
Passcode: f&u6&zbQ
Please click here for the St Andrew’s College Matric Dance
Livestream, Saturday 5 June. The arrival of the Matrics and
their partners will be live-streamed from 5pm.
To view the recording of the A Level Information Session that
was presented to the Grade 10 parents and pupils yesterday please click here
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2022 Term Dates
The Diocesan School for Girls, St Andrew’s College and Prep
Term 1 (Easter): Thursday 13 January - Wednesday 6 April 2022
Wednesday 12 January
Thursday 13 January

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: Thursday 24 February (Travel Day) to 18h00 on Tuesday 1 March 2022
Wednesday 6 April
Thursday 7 April

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day

Term 2 (Trinity): Wednesday 4 May – Wednesday 3 August 2022
Tuesday 3 May
Wednesday 4 May

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: Thursday 23 June (Travel Day) to 18h00 on Tuesday 5 July 2022 (To Be Confirmed)
Wednesday 3 August
Thursday 4 August

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day

Term 3 (Michaelmas): Tuesday 30 August – Monday 5 December 2022
Monday 29 August
Tuesday 30 August

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Balloon Weekend: Friday 30 September – Tuesday 4 October 2022
Half Term: After event on Tuesday 4 October to 18h00 on Monday 10 October 2022
Monday 5 December
Tuesday 6 December

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day

www.sacschool.com | www.dsgschool.com | www.saprepschool.com
Membership include: ISASA • SAHISA • IBSC
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